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Her Royal Highnefi 



THE 



Princefs Dowager of Wales 



PI Ardon, Great PRINCESS, that 
unknown, I dare 
Attempt to reach you, with -this^j^rivate 

Prayer : ' 

A 2 Prayer 



iv DEDICAriO N, 

Prayer is our Comfort, when to Heavere 
we flic ; 

And only that caii be my Plea to You ! 

You, moft lov'd Princess, who from. 
Heaven poffefsj • 

Alike, the Godlike Power and Will, to- 
blefs, . . , , , 



» 



Can mark, With kind Regard, the Mour- 
ner's . Cry, 

And fmile the heart red Tear from Sor- 
* row's eye. 

Prompted by Hope, and yet repuls'd by 
Fear, 

The Widow and the Orphan court your 
Ear; 



Who, 






DEDICAriO N^. V 

Days, 

Was taught by bim, to feel fuch Viriu£^ 
Praife. 

Oft was he honour' d, and his Lay^ ap- 
prov'd, 

By Him, your gentle Heart fo Nobly 
lov'd 

V 

And O I forgive me, thstf, in lowly 
State, 

A Tear of mine prefumes to fpeak your 
Fatp '. 



•■MMMM 



Then, let regardful Silence tell the 
reft : 

'Tis bold, to roufe a Sigh, va. fucb a 
Breaft I 



One 



I 

( 



iv DEDICATION. 

One wifli indulge : and grant a Pareftt\ 
Fame 

Th undying Glory of your Royal 

Name. 



/ am. 
With the prof oundefi RefpeB and Duty ^ 

M A D A M) 

Tour Royal Highnefss 

» 

Devoted and mofi Obedient ^ 
Uumhle Servant y 



Urania Johnson 



TO THE 



'» 



R E A D E R 



THE Generou^ Encouragement 
that has been given to this Sub- 
fcription, can only be repay *d by 
the beft A.cknowledgments of Grati- 
tude, from thofe whofe Service it was 
intended to promote ; and they fee, 
with the utmoft Satisfaction, (o many 
Illustrious Names do Honour to a 
Writer who is no more. — Had he been 
living, his Works muft have been ftill 
more deferving of that Patronage, th^ 

are 



To the Reader. 

% 

are here diftingaifli'd by ; as, in that Cale, 
they would have received, the Advan- 
tage of his cooleft Corredition, before 
he would have "^ ventured them abroad 
into the World. For the Want of 

th. Advantage fvery/candid, e..^ 
feclJHg Reader Sfvtil make d\je Allew- 
ances ; fince what has (in this parti- 
cular Refpe<i) prejudiced the Satisfac- 
tidiH of the Public, has been a private 

^ - ♦ 

Faif^y's great and inretrievable Hif- 
lijftiane.". v- ' . - 
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The Hon. Lady Waldc- 

grave 
The Right Honourable Lord 

Chief JufticeWiUes 
Sir Whiftler Webfter, Bart. 
Sir William Wentworth, 

Bart. 
The Lady Wheate 
The Lady Mary Wrottefly 
The Lady Warren 

* The Honourable Edward 

Walpole 

* The Honourable Horatio 

Walpole 
Horatio Walpole, jun» Efq; 
Thomas Walpole, Efq; 
The Honourable Colonel 

Waldegrave 
Colonel Wade 
Colonel Wilfon 
Mi's. Sylvia Winftanly 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ward 
William Wood, Efq; 

* Pleafance Watfon, Efq; 
Thomas Whitfield, Efq; 

* Captain Thomas Wil- 

lyams 
John Wilks,Erq; 
Charles Wymondefell, Efq; 
Mifs Witham 
Mifs Weftcomb 
Jofeph Wight, Efq; 
Robert Wood, Efq; 



Pinkney Wilkiafon, Efq; 
Mrs. Wood 
John 'White, Eftj; 
Ralph Willet, Efq; 
Simeon Weld, Efq; 
Richard Wallen, Efq; 
John Wenham, Efq; 
Thomas Williams, Efq; 
* Mrs. Prifcella Wildman 
Mrs. Catherine Wynne 
Thomas Worfley, Efq; 
Jermyn Wright, Efq; 
John Winter, Efq; 
Abel Walter, Efq; 
The Rev. Mr. WarburtDa 
John Wainwright, Efq; 
Thomas Warner, Efq; 
Vere Warner, Efq; 
Robert' Willis, Efq; 
Thomas Weftern, Efq; 
William Watts, Efq; 
Alexander Wright, Efq; 
William Windham, Efq; 
Thomas Walters, Efq; 
Paul Whitehead, Efq; 
Robert Wright;, Efq; 
Andrew Wilkin fon, JEfq; 
Mrs. Margaret WoiBrigton 
Mrs. Ward 
Timothy Waldo, Efq; 
Mr. Samuel Waldo 

Richard Willis 

Henry Woodward 

Francis Wilfon 

William Watts 

Roger Watts 
ohn Wilcox 
ohn Walfh 

John Williams 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas'Webb 
iEdmund Wilcox 
John Wright 
/ Andrew Wilfon 
Edmund Warkman 
John Woodbridge 
James Wedell 
Matthew Wilkins 
Richard Wilfon 
Anthony Weber 
George Ward 
William Waller 
Richard Worlage 

White 

John Wilfon 

Mifs ]Viary Wilfon. 



Hi S Grace the Arch- 
BifliopofYork 
The Countefs of Yarmouth 
The Hon. Philip Yorke^Efq} 
The Hon, Charles Yorke^ 

Efq; 
The Reverend Dr. Edward 

Younge 
Hitch Younge^ Efq; 
Mr. Robert Younge, Sur- 

geon 
Mn Yates. 



^be under-mentioned Names came too late to be iH- 
ferted in the dlpbabeticalOrder. 



The Honourable William Hamilton 
Abraham Bracebridge, Efq; 
Samuel Ingram, Eiq; 
Dr. Gilbert Kennedy 
Captain Alexander Macpherfon 
Captain Jencfon Slhafto 
Mr. Adolpus Stamper 
-Mr. Michael Dyer 
Mr, William Marks. 

Nathj^niel Sacheveral. 

Stephen Lloyd. 
Mrs. Gafhry 
Bernard Broadbef^, £(q; 
The Rev. Dr. Taylor. 
Nathaniel Wetenhall, Efq; . 
Capt. Northey. 
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To Lord PETERftbRotrGff^ 



idt LokD, 



Nm^iQ^ i;^i04 



(♦• 




tWb^^r three <JayS 
endeavours af inclining my 
wife to the honour pro- 
posed me in attending your 
Lordftiip ' abroad , havei 
bfcefb fj^e^ in vain ; for ihe 
not only tontinues pofitive againlte^i^,- %irt 
fau naadft. her father fo ftrongt^* on her 
fide, that he refents my inclination as waim- 
ly as his daughter^ 

■ "Over and above this^ 1 fiftd ftiyf^lf un-* 
timely engaged in fo many bargains., on fie^ 
count of the opera, as tbe Dutehefe tof 

B 
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Sbr£wjbury can infonn your Lordfhip, that ^ 
I want power to withdraw myfelf from 
that affair this winter. 

I AM fo very forry for my prevention 
from fuch an honour and fatisfadtion, that 
my concern 'can only be encreafed by the 
lofs of your Lordfliip's favour, which a fe- 
crct veneration for your perfon and unpre-' 
cedented glories, made me proud of; and 
I beg your Lordfhip would impute it to that 
pride I take in ferving you, that I prefume 
to hope, ^ among the offices of trufl: you 
(hall beftow at home, I may be yet allowed 
the honour to retain the title of 

My Lordy 

Tour Lord/hip's mojl entirely jaithful 

and obedient Servant^ 

A. HiLLt 



Ta 
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'^c the Earz. (^ Oxford. 

April 1/i^^ i'ji/^. 
My Lor]>, 

IF it might be forgiven me, in the con-^ 
tempktion of your virtues; to forget 
ypor quality, I Would venture to declare 
myfelf a lover of your Lordfliip ; but, by 
the (Mance between us, fincerity itfelf will 
look lefs than it is» I have too much defe* 
reiicC'to profefs my affedtion, and too little 
ikill to defcribe my admiration ; for tho' I 
fpeak no words fo gladly as thofe which en-f 
deavour at your praifes, yet, \ am never fo 
much confounded, as at that time when I 
labour in vain for language to exprefs what 
it is not in language to utter. 

A LOVER of his country, profeffing that, 
does beft declare himfelf your Lordfhip's 
admirer. In the very moment you were 
refcuing a nation from fhame, you have 
raifed her to glory. . I look up with plea- 
fure at our growing honours, and remem- 
bring how many mighty things were lately 
to be done, am ftruck dumb with wonder, 

B 2 that 



that, in fo Ihort a time there fbould be no- 
thing to do. 

How/protid fliould I l>e maoc by a pofli- 
bility to be ferviceable to your Lordfliip I 

. yet, how joyfully do I fee you above being 
benefited by my fervice ; but it is the diuty 
ef the weakbft Bngliftiman to cofttfiibiflfe the 
little he can towards IciTeiring hii bwrth^ 
who has unloaded the nation, . I bring my; 

. mite to the treafury wi^ as ardent a doito^ 
tton as can accompany the richeft oJl^GEr $ 
and if I d^aw too blunt a^ weapoii ini^uc 
Lordfhip's Gaufe^vT putitintd a hand *whSdi 
is eafily able %0§ait it an edge, if the mifttail 
will bear it* ' 



s <,, 



If my impatience for the full meridian dl 
your glory has not blinded me, it will be 
eafy for your i^ordfhip to give birtk to a 
fund, which may (without oppreflion, or 
complaint) be capable, in the approach&g 
feffion, at once to fupply as many millions 
as (hall be neceflary, and enable the govern- 
ment to remit the land-tax, at lelft, and be 
gainers by doing it. As • an introdudion • to 
which, your Lordfliip will allow me ta 
prefume, that 

•No 



: . 3Mo tax: cia Jbej^y tdxatisTiot equal. 

No tax equal which? •aflfedh not every 

memfccr of die bo^y* riblitic, in a 

- ' dtie ptt)pbrtSoh to tlie difitJrence of 

-'^ «fcutnftafaces. ^ 

No tax^ how juji and . equal foever, 
can be fare, whofe influence lies hear- 
vynpon trade and manufa<fture. 

I ' . " " 

With thefe three negative pofitions in 
my eye, I have been thinking on a new 
kind of contribution, general ^jufi^ and ei^al^, 
no way prejudicial to trade, but on liie conr 
trary^ a great encouragement to it^ , A fundi, 
which every body joins to raife, . and which 
wHU Botwithiiandins that,, be paid infen; 

fibly^ ' 

I ► . - 

I ' . ■ 

It cannot bmt be welcome to the peoplq, 

becaufe it wilj be a much greater advant^c 

.to every manj>. . in* his private capaqty, than 

liis ihare in the payment can counterbalance. 

-% . ■ * . ' • 

It will be capable of almoft' infinite in;- 

provement, immediately bring in a revenue 
of four millions yearly,' and add to the na- 
tional ftock of money, at leaft, four and 
twenty. ^ 

B 3 It 
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It diiFers- From all, others in this particu- 
lar, that thp' the charge of coUedling will 
be very great, it is provided for by a means 
arifing within itfelf,, and will occafion no 
dedudtion from the revenue it produces. 

It will naturally, and without compul- 
fion, reduce the intereft of money to four 
per cent, arid raife the purchafe of lands 
proportionably.. 

I LATELY fent a fervant with a feal'd 
packet, wherein I had fubmitted an imper- 
feft fcheme of the defign to your Lord- 
fhip's judgnient; but, the porter pleading 
orders to receive no parcel from an un- 
known hand, I am forced to addrefs a An- 
gle letter, with the inclofed, from whence, 
when your Lordfhip (hall have leifure to 
command my attendance, I fhall be prouij 
to deliver it with my own hand ; an ho- 
nour I had not propofed to riiyfelf, but that 
it could not reach you as I defigned, for I 
am honeftly, and with an unbiafled inte- 
grity, ^ 

My Lord^ 

' liur Lordjhifs mojl devoted^ 
And mofi obedient Servant^ - 
- ' • Aai^on Hill, 



Original Xetters* t 






2*0 the Earl of Oxford. 






May 12, 1714. - 
Mv Lord, ; ^ 

IT cannot be the fmalleft of your trou-i 
bles to b^ frequently fatigued by im- 
pettiiiant addrefles; Such as mine have 
long lairj under the imputation of felf-inte- 
*eftednefs;aftd.wiidnefs of imagination ; but 
whatever guilt I may Jncur from the lajl of 
thefe two crimes, in th&Jirft, \ am fure, I 

^have nothiiig to anfwer for» 

^ • , • , . 

TijE date of the Inclofed will inform your 
Lordfllip how long" it is, finte it was deliver- 
ed at your door.-^I am perfuaded it never 
reached your hands, becaufe I never was in- 
formed it did : A condefcention your Lord- 
fhip would, iiftqueftionably, have fubmitted 
to, in an affair, which carried fuch a face pf 
additional benefit to^ a people, who have aU 

ready fo many j^Jeflings^ to thank you for. 

■. » < ^ . 

My genius bids me fliun a court 5 I am 

fincerely humble enough to know myfelf 

imqualified for bufinefs, and fo naturally 

^ B 4 devoted 



devoted to retirement, that preferment 
would rather rob me of my quiet, than 
give the leaft additipn to piy prefent happi* 
nefs. I am To far from aiming at an inte-* 
reft^ijir y.wr&rour, that Ifliall ftudioully 
endeavour to avoid every opportunity^ of 
gj^yingyou reafon to fuppofeit. If there-* 
fprp your Lrordfhip did not receive the 
letter,, of which the incioied k a copy, and 
fhall pleaf? to give fuch notice as de/iredi I 
will fend Jite fcherac, as you dlreft me^r 
withoijt other hope, than Uiat it may de;r 
^rye ypuj; {^ordfhip's regard Jind CQjrr.ejpr 
tion ; and free from any ydfh more jtrdent 
than that of feeing you as much beyond the 
power, as you are within the aim, of malicet 
and ingratitjide, I aoi, with' the higheft 
veneration, 

Mjf Lord, 

Tbur Lordjhifs 
Moji Obedient, and 

X)eu$ted bwnbk Servant j, 



! » 
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To Dr. George Sewel, M. D, 

' ' '■ :~. ■ ^^/. 3, .1720. 

SIS, 

IAMperfedly pleas'd with the frankneft 
of your fpirit^ but have half a mind to 
be aiigry nt the archnefs of your apology : 
You * exalt me to the dignity of a Soufb^ 
Sea dtre^orj ihzt you may, thence^ take 
occafion to make a ^^iJj^/^ of my poetry ^ 
yet yourfelf have much the faireft pretence 
to the direStorJhipy who are fo overburdened 
with^^r^, that you mix gold with lead, and 
jftake ivii againft yi?//K, in a needlefs apo^ 

The Inftances, which you have done me 
the favour to coUeft, as a proofs that my /(?- 
em contradicts the rules of my preface i and is 
guilty of thofe very faults, it condemns, 
are either juft, or miftaken : If the Jirji^ 1 
am obliged by your correction of my judg- 
ment;, if the fecond^ hy the opportunity^ 
you h^ve given me, to do myfelf juftice. 

Your 



ro ^Original LEXTEit 

Your remark on my preface is, I fear, of 
the fecond kind ; aad your miftake . ,muft 
have arifeii, frorn too ftridl an uiiderftand- 
ipg of the word conjlellation. The com- 
pound, you know, means indefinitely the 
conjundlion,. or fhining put. of n^any. 
ftars together; you,(hould not, therefore, 
have connn'd your idea to any known, or 
particular conftellatlon, becaufe I cxprefly 

fay, a new conftellatlon. Now a new 

conftellatlon may be as large, as one will 
fancy it. The milky way itfelf^ in the moft 
literal fenfe, is but a continued conftellatlon. 
The obvious meaning of the metaphor is 

this 1 confider Mr. Popey as a poet, of 

fo general, and extenfive a genius, that | 
look up to him, as to a new conftellatlon; 
wide enough .to crofs-fpangle the whole Hea- 
ven of poetry, with a milky way of fancy, 
and breaking out upon our nation, with e- 
qual heat, and brightnefs : — If you pleafe 
to review the allufion in this light, I pre- 
fu'me, you will difcern, that it had been fo 
far from ending better where yqu would 
have it end, that it could not have ^ended 
at all there, without remaining lame, and 

imperfea 
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Imperfed):, and dcpriv'd of the whole vigour 
and i^irit of its meaning. 

The third line of the poem muft have 
had the misfortune to be read unattentively> 
or you would certainly have comprehended.* 

Begot exiftenccy and bid Being be, 

God might have begotten exiftence more 
ways than one. The firft part of the verfe 
therefore, is general^ and affirms what he 
did — He begot being : The fecond part is 
particular and defcribes how he did it — He 
bid It be ; that is, he created at a word. You 
cannot but remember that Longinus has re- 
marked on this very paflage in Mofess ac- 
count of the Creation J as an example of the 
fublime — n^Godfaid^ let there be^ and there 
was. 

Either my judgment deceives me ex- 
treamly, or your cenfure of the following 
line is very ill grounded. 

^* For Darknefs brooding o'er the deep, had 
motion overlaid. 

The image of overlaying^ you fay, is 
mean^ and /(we?, in the great work of the cre- 
ation : Pray note^ that I ufe it not at all in 
the Creation^ but in the Chaos^ previous to 

it; 
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literally true ; for ib the Ivuddled cdq|piiis:^ 
ture of atoms, the lighter were opprefs'd, 
tod kept down by the wefghfy.-'—li had 
hopefr Aat my meaning in this place wouM 
he r7(f«r, becanFe in the line immediitelj^ 
foregoing that which you have cenfur'd, I 
bfkd mar^'d ^. emphatic y die words> ibick^ 

« 

On one Sidcy and on "^^ left fide ^ yo« fay, 
are hoth in the iame ftanza.-—\ wifli, yoa 
had explained how that makes a fiiult :— ^ 
If by identity of: the rhyme, you iiiay db** 
fcrve 'em far afunder, and not meant to 
rhyme together. And as to the different 
meanings — ^The fpirit cblle<Sts the firft laint 
beamings of Mghty and ranges them on the 
right fide, and then drives, to his lefty the 
curling mounts of darknefsi After which 
tj^ paHing betwixt both, gives Hght the 
name of Day^ and that of Night to the ' 
-darknefs : So that you fee, there was an 
evident necejfity for diftinguiftiing the two 
fides ; and you would fooner have feen it, 
X .after your hand had firft put them toge- 
ther, you had not ftopt there, but fent out 
yoMvJpirit to pafs alfo between them. 

' - * When 
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WjapN the Cr^^cr,. in dividing the wa^ 
ft3%4»fe^^ the . firnaament, from the waterf 
A?^it^ iliufes for himfelf ia the verfe . . 

** All a5bve this, be /m^* 

I AM Ibjii^edto diflent from yow opinioii^ 
that the fpeech is unbecoming his di^^iy^ 
and . refembles a mortars taking pofleffion of 
a little fpot of earth j Ae word /?^w is fig- 
nificant, and of importance^; ahve the fir- 
mament ^rc the very words of ,M^sz 
Wprdsy t^o* Aey are GoJ's, muft be adapts 
ed to our coupmon ideas^ of high and low^ 
of meafure and difbnce : It is impoiUble 
to. write ^tryy and avoid images; of this 
kind in fqch a fubjei^ and your cehfure 
Would /all heavier ojx Milton's celebrated 
defeription of .GqJ's gohkn compaJJeSy virhieh^ 
with one foot centered in Cbaos, and the 
other fweeping thro' it, defcrib'd the circle 
tj the eartt, with the mofV mathematical 
cxad:nefs^ I fay nothings to. this' paffage, 
but that your friend Mr^ AdMfon is very.large 
Jn his praife-pf it. 

The re^ and the //% in the third ftanza, 
I voy freely give up to your dilpof^l : Yoir 

may 
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may order them to be tranf[4anted to the 
cheeks of the firft coxmtty Pbillisj who can 
kifs you without blufhingj but the words, 
for ornament y in the fame ftanza, I can't part 
with fo cafily: They do not only (unlefs 
my ear mifleads me) add a majefiy to the 
found, but' are even necejfary to the fenfe 
alfo 5 if I had only faid,' 

^* And here and there an undoatBd rock re- 
. ' main'd* 

The word uncJoath'd might have raised 
an idea of deficiency^ as if the drefs of the 
earth had been left unfmijhed and imperfeSi ; 
but the interpofitipn of the -words for orna^ 
ment; gives a reafon, wi^ thefe rocks were 
left naked^ that the wildnefi of ohe part-of 
the profpedl, againft the lovelinefs of the 
other, might fet them both off by eifed: 
of their variety. 

Your objection concerning the v^ordjhow 
in the fourth ftanza, has much more of 
the plaufible^ than the juft 5 I was very far 
from aiming, in this place, at any fuch 
quaintnefs, or turn of thought, as you men- 
tion. If yon Earthy fays God, difplays fiich 
beauties to the Heavens^ it is fit that the 
Heavens (in their nature more noble) fliould 

be 
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he alfo, more fhonjoy^ more illuftrious in ap- 
pearance; fince therefore, appearance has 
the chief place, . in the meaning of this paf- 
fage, I think you are too feverc upon 
poor jhow^ to call it wretchedly trivial-: 'Tis 
a word of much emphajisy and takes it ill 
at your hands, that you treat it fo fami- 
liarly. 

I agree with you perfectly, in your ob- 
fervation againft the ufe of prof an' d phrafes 
(as one may call' em) in fertous poetry : But 
there is infinite difference between, fofaid 
fo done^ (where the air of burlefque is ma- 
nifeftly owing to the whimfical repetition 
oi foy) and *twas f aid and done ^y which car- 
ries with it a majejiyy fromi the force of its 
meanings and is introduced with a ferious and 
folemn air by what immediately foregoes it, 

." The word wzsGod's^^'tw^sfaid^nddone. 

The Sun and the Moon are htb at your 
fervice.' Pray, take it as a proof of the 
^re^eSi I have for you! they are things 
which a poet can very ill part with. 

I AM entirely in your fentiment that thou 
fca* would have been better than O fea ! 
though the is as well imperative, as 

preca- 
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precatory ; I am alfo of your mind, that tl» 
harfh technical terms £bo^ld be introduc'd 
to roughen poetry with the drynefe of pk(f 
Jojopby ; but I am not convinced that I have 
us^d any iuch in the two* ftanza's yoi^ men- 
tion, unlefs you reckon fenfatiort and germi-^ 
nation , of that number , which you ctonot 
well do, becaufe they are mufical in dieir 
founds very eafy in their fenfe^ tod iUll 
oaiore explained by the tf^'/Z^^ff ^hich-I Ijave 
givehthem, / ' . ; ^ ;. ;, ::^ : 

• • • 

I ThANfe yea Very heart%. #oir your dfeL' 
^fervation, about the contradidtory ideas of* 
Reckoning and infiin3 : It is fo ingenious and 
.dii^nguiQung, that I take pleafune in te;^^^ 
whatever might be faid in defence; of tbfi 
,expreffion, ^d abandon it to yow mercy* 

1 If the Bear and the Goat had not countc* 
nances too ridiculous ^ to allow one to- be 7^- 
rious in their company,, I would obferve to 
you, that portion and attitude have in poetryi^ 
the fame effeftas in painting. — ^lathe pic- 
ture of a- parliament-houfey it would look 
a little odd, to place an Afs among the fe^ 
natorSy )^t the beaft might haVe his ft^on 
in ibme part of the pro^e&^ fo that^ th^ /ijm 

: dicrtms 
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dicrous may in fome cafes be confiftent with 
the admirable i 

. The thtee lines of the feventh ftanzi» 
which you cohceive to be ifnperfeSl and 
•labouring with zlownefs of thought, and 
weakne/s of expreffion, I cannot give up, 
becaufe I am of opinion, that they defervc 
to be defended. The chain of reafoning, 
in 1 find^ C2LmicAJuJily be thought inconfiftent 
with the divine attribute^^ iince this manner 
of. exprcffion is made familiar to the mouth 
of God^ by thofe very fcriptures which con- 
vey to us our higheft notions of his majefty ^ 
nothing is mor£ common than to find him 
reajbningy refohingy fujpendirig his refoluti- 
on, repentingy CSc. Thefe are figures of 
fpfech, father fuitftd to the lownefs of our 
human conception, than adapted to the ope- 
rations of the divifie fpirit. As for the 
word labour y which you accufe of diminifh- 

ing our idea of the creator He rejiedfrom 

bis labour y is the very expreffion of the text: 
Nay, the taking up Jix days in the work, 
implies a natural necefllty of confidering it, 
ds a labour. It was however, but the la- 
bour of his wordy not his handy as Mr. Milton 
has made it» 

C I AM 
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I AM very much obliged to you for youf 
compliment, on the thought of coUcdking 
the feveral dujis^ which naen were made of, 
from all parts of ifhe earth 5 but I aflure yo«r 
I am not beholden for it, to any oiF the Ja^ 
tbers : I have learnt indeed fo much fridcy, 
out of fome of their writings, that I might 
have been apt to grow vain upon your praife,. 
in the beginning of the paragraph, if 3^ur 
provident regard to the duties of bumih*ty^ 
had not cool'd me again^ in the clo/e of it. 

I AM afraid, I muft enter my protcft a*- 
gainft your obfervation, concerning a tranf-' 
pofition of the four laft Unes> ta make th^ 
poem end thus: 

^* Be mindful— s&^, who made thee, caat 

defiroy I 

It would, 'tis true, have left an impref- 
fion of more majefty^ or rather terror^ on the 
mind of the reader : But every poem, yoir 
know^ ought to' point out ibme iftoral 5 and 
the line, 

Axid curb the hznghty fweliingt of thy bearty 

being an inference from the former, im^ 
prints a -very ufeful and folemn InjiruC'- 

tian 



tiofij tliat we fhould cbrred:, as much zs 
boffible, the impulfes of our pride, by re- 
newing continually on the weaknefs of our 
l^tufe, and dfependanfce of our Condition. 

And hdttr, Sif , I liavfe gonfe over every 6n6 
bf your remarkiy with a Judgment, which, I 
ktti fure, ife impartial^ howevfer it may be mip^ 
iakeh. ' 1 hivt onlir defended, what I could 
ft6t glvci irp, becaufe injiiftiee, tho' done by us 
to 0urfetvesi is neverthelefs iryujiice. It is your 
flfw, I dare fwear^ and that of every bonefi 
iftan, to ftel trutby as it is ; without regarding 
whether its idge inay bit for i or againJlyoMi 
\ am iineertly obliged to you/ even for en^ 
deoMmring a deteftion of ray errorsi dnd 
fliould hfivir |ilace a value on the praife of 
fliat ttisttii whofe capacity ootild not find, or 
if\io£t freedom not difcover tht faults, I may 
ilfo be guilty of; 

If it ever licfs in niy po\*^er td he tff fer vicd^ 
io your intereft, I will give you demonftran^ 
fion, how muck yomfrankmfs has oblig'dy 

Sir, 

Tour moji bUmble 

And iriojl obedient ^er^nt; 

^ z ^ hi 
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Madam, 

IW A S fo ftupied, by fenfe of your great 
weight of Xorrow, that a week is paft, 
and I have yet no power to feafon .on the 
terrible calamity. It would indeed, be an 
officious infult in gpod nature to allow itfelf 
the privilege of offering inlignificant . ad- 
vice, to fuch an underftanding, as your own, 
fo exercised in deep afflii^ion : And yet, this 
laft -great ftroke, fo following upon the neck 
of others, almoft equally infupportable, com- 
pels and calls upon the duties, both of pity 
and of fricndfliip, to fayfom?thing(how unfit 
fopver) to affert the part we bear, in fuch a 
trial of your excellence. 

: Remember, Madam, that you fuffer, in 
a fuffering world. ^Tis true, a thoufand, 
who have none of your accomplifliments, 
have alfo none of your great griefs to ftrug- 
gle with. God meant uncommon minds, 
to bear uncommon difpenfations : 'Tis the 
juftice of his hand, as yvell as its fe verity, 
~— He fuits the labour to the ftrength j and 

lends 
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lends iis an example, in fuch refignation, 
and fuch piety as yours, for the inftrudHon 
and a4vantage of the weaker* 

It may, perhaps, be fome belief to think, 
if you have loft a bbfom friend, he too, 
has loft his pain^ his difappointmentSy and his 
injuries : He is delivered from ingratitude 
and malice, and has exchanged anxiety^ for 
cndlefs bappinefs. If *tis decreed, that you 
and all your dear loft comforts, are to meet, 
in a ferener* world, and know each other 
there ^ cpnfider. Madam, jfot/ are moft to be la- 
mented, who are laft to tafte a joy, that thofc 
you mourn for, are.n9{i;«:.fharing~.-And, if we 
miift npt pleafe puff^lves with that- delight- 
ful, ajid immoctal hppe, what, motive can 
defeira otir anguUli, .that concerniS a world, 
fo frail, and where pur bleffings are fo Ihort 
and periftiing. 

r 

I * ' 

I AM afraid, I fay too much, yet feel, I 
fay tpQ J^ttle. I ftiQv^d fcarce know^ when 
to !end> were my concern the meafure of 
my letter. I would have waitdd on you, 
but I dare not truft my courage j yet, I fhall 
not long be able to ftay from you, tho* I 
know ihc weakncfe of all comfort, in fuch 

C 3 cafes 
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pafes as ypur prcf?nt one^ w]i>ic}i ig truly 9Qd 
a^e£):iqn^tely mourn'd hy. 

Tour mpfi jbumik 

jpid obedieni Ser&^f^ 

A. Hii^L-, 

June lu J7«l^ 

I CONSIDER the honour of your 
friendfhip, suidthat inexprcffible plea- 
^re, which I rcecive ifrom your corrc^on- 
dence, as two of the greatcft happinefles, 
I have met w5th in life. I wear wim pride^ 
Ac noblp tMcj^ you adorn me with,* of your 
friend 5 and you will not wonder at the 
tranfpoft, which it gives me, when you re- 
fled:, a$ you onp^ did, thus divinely, 

•* How few inaU the tour of life, we find, 
f ^ Who ekher (Jan i«^w^— or c6arm the 

Mindl 
^ Scarce am my tl^ught, in dt thebostifted 
crowd, 
Recal 09^ Jrimd^ tq m^ my nieai^'ry 

But 




b .►-! 



<cc 
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But you add immediately ai^. 

That muck <d fattery ymxt ydutb has 
proved. 

For you ha^ve farest^ what oilk^.% «all be- 
loved." 



You will forgive me Madam, if I o'bferve, 
that the hji of thefe two charming lines, 
is not a more lelf-evident and infallible truth, 
than the Jirjl is a natural impoflibility. We 
could not flatter Clio^ were we never fo incli- 
nable: One might iky perhaps a thoufand 
thing8> which C//<?^ould think^^//^ry*-but 
Clio would, in that, as in moft other points^ 
£nd nobody, who thought like her. 

How rapturous is that glow of fancy, 
which diftinguiflies your writings ! But you 
temper your mufc*s fire, like that of your 
eyes, with a gentle air of fweetnefs, which 
divinely foftens the radiance ; I fay, divinely ^ 
becaufe it puts one naturally in mind, df 
what is faid of the divinity ^ in the original 
<iS our 104th pfalm. 

Tht goJ'grac'd prefence hov'ring angeh fill, 
jtngels ! fit hseralds df the aimigbtfs wi H. 

Tea thoufand fisery ligbfningi fweep his way, 
.Nimble cottriers of his fway > 

And round bis umflei^ ihiffingfwift, in blue 
meanders play. Yet 
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Yet, gracious, mati% unequal eye to fcreeh. 
Wifely, he (hades the too refpfcn'dent fcene;, 
And, like a curtain widely drawn, fpreads 
out whole heaven between, - 

I SHOULD never have done, if. I allowed 
myfelf to fpeak piyouy till I had nothing nen^ 
to fay in your, praife. I njuft therefore, 
check the zeal of my inclination, as coacb-t 
men chain a wheel, when they defcend a 
ileep hill, that, by preventing it from turn- 
ing at all, they may be fure.of it^ not turning" 
too violently. It is impoffibje to tell you,' 
with how much refpedt and admiration, t 

am 

Madanty . 
_ : Tour mo/i obedient 

Humble Seroanfy 

A. HlLL^ 



4pril^y 1724, 

•'Madam, 

» 

IS E N D you, enclos'd the paraphrafe 
on the 1 04th pfalm ; and have by me fe^ 
veral of a like kind, which I have, formerly, 
found idle time to employ myfelf in, and 

which 
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which I will caufc to be copied fair, and 
fend you ; if this fpecimen does not happen 
to ftifle your curiofity, or, if your partiality 
to the fubjedt of divine poems, can be ftrong 
enough to balance the defe€ts they may car- 
ry with them, in regard to their compofition. 

At leafl;, I have opeyMpon a fubjeft, 
which I .ca|i aim oft promife myfelf will en-- 
title it toy our favour, and it will alfo require' 
a good ftiare of your patience, for 'tis a very 
long one. — ^*Tis ah epic poem^ in twelve 
books, on the redemption oi IfraelhyGideony 
on the foundation of the ftory in the book 
of yudges. 'Tis npt legible in the foul 
draught, but I will have it writ fair, book 
by book, for your perufal, if you have cou- 
rage enough to refolve on going through 
with fo for;nidable a mortification, as to 
pick out xh^fine things of the ftory, from 
the dull ones of, 

< 

Madamy 

7 our mojl obedient 

And devoted Servant y 

■'-... ■ • 

A. Hill. 



Tt 
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To Mr Pope. 

Petty Ftance^ Weflmnfier^ 
January i%y 173X1. 
SIR, 

I Wish the plain dealers may be worth a. 
place in your library, fincc, being mod 
of them mine, they are too much your due^ 
to deferve your thanks, and too iniignifi« 
cant to reward your notice. 

I SEND you, with them, a little prefent, 
Aill more due to you j becaufe it; was dcrir 
vcd from your infpiration three or four years 
fince, in a fmall branch of my family, not 
then eleven 3rears old. She came to me one 
day in my ftudy, to return me your poems, 
and fupply herfelf with fome new book, as 
ufual ; being willing to try her tafte, I gave 
her BlackmoreV Prince Arthur^ and told 
her very gravely, that it was fo extraordinary 
a poem, that the author had been knighted 
for writing it. She took it, with great ex- 
peiftation^ and fhut herfelf up in her clofet 
the whole remainder of that day. But, 
next morning I was Airprized to fee the 

book' 



bfiok upon a uble. placed piirpofsly >» oqr 
w«ty, vri^. ^ p»pec, I cm^joftf ^xllicktag 
puth^w^s^ the leaves of it» 

You have more right, than I, to the ver- 
iGbSj begiiufe they are ^ effe<a of your own 
gen|u8| outworking nature, and creating 
judgment, in anl kifent,- who cbuld fee you, 
but aa fhc fa w the furiy by a light of your 
pwn lending. 

You have them, as they came out of her 
hand, without the baft reteoiehing or alte« 
ration. I will remark but two things ; firft, 
that the eight concluding lines (at an age 
too weak for art^ and fpeaking the language 
ef pure truth and nature) contain a forwfiil 
example of the influence of good poetry, and 
of bady which might have given rej^ t© the 
pn^e of Sir Rsehard Mackmore^ had he Bred 
to ^o andi consider it. And thtfivGnd re- 
mark (which I make with naoft pleaferc) 
is, how natural it is in my family to love 
^d admire you. 

If, after this, I ^SouM inforrn you, that I 
Jiave a gentie comptaint to make to, and a- 
gaiuft you, concei ning {a paragraph in the 
notes of a late edition of the Dunciad^ I fear, 

you 



t% Original Letters^ 

you would think your crime too littlci'to de- 
feive the punifliment of fo long a letter, as 
you are doomed to, on that fubjed, from, 

.- * • ' Wat," ^ . ' : . , , . . • - ■ 

Tourmoft humBlelatid \' •■ 

Moji cbedient Sfirvant^ 

A. Hill. 



So David Mallet, Efq-, 

Saturday y Feb. 5, 173 !• 

Dear Sir, 

■ \ ► 

WILL you pardon a love of fincerity, 
,v^hich obliges, me toconipls I am 
dif^ppoiftted upon reading your ^ tragedy J^ 
The opinion, I had conceived of your ge-» 
nius, encouraged me to hope a good play, 
wherejcS| I muft own to you, I found it 
an inimitable one. 



You have one fault furprizingly pecu- 
liar, you are almoft dvery where unnatural \ 
for you begin with eonfummate perfection, 
and obferve no degrees in your excellence. 

If 
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'• If poets can, in reality, be infpired, you 
ieem ehtitled to the diftincftion ; for, fince 
I fee not what earthly example could have 
raifed you to the! heights you. fet out at, I 
muft fuppofe you indebted to fome nobler 
original. 

• Believe not,,thit I am exceffive, in de- 
fcribing the pleafure, you have giveji me 3 
I do not think it poflible to overpraife. the 
author of fuch 2LJirJiplay^ as Eur i dice ^ 

I WISH you had been a witnefs to the 
tears, it occafioned, in a little audience^ which 
my family compofed about me. They 
would have warranted, at onc;:e, the finceri- 
ty of my opinion, and the future fuccefs of 
your tragedy, in its reprefentation ; when, if 
you mark a dry eye, during many of your 
moving fcenes, you may conclude it the fign 
of great ignorance, or inhumanity. 

From my foul. Sir, I congratulate you, 
upon your unavoidable reputation, and my 
country, upon your genius, which will cer- 
tainly do us honour, and could never have 
rifen at a time, which more wanted^ or UJi ho^ 
pcd it. 

You 
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Votr tKdv6 atil the jaftion* tcry ftrongfy 
in their turn^ ; I experieftccd the force df 
Ithrce o£ them, in a very new and ^xt^orrdi-^ 
nary minnet^ T^htjirfi^ I fifcky v^tisadmts^ 
tiw^ At your noble and iolemn ofKiniiig i 
^~ The fecond was terror^ leii you (hould 
find it impoflible, after fo prodigidu& a firlfc 
a£t, not to flacken your energy, in the pro- 
grefs J but thy third pafliori Mfr^fnty^ at my 
own miftake of ybiir greitnfiifs, wlio coula 
excel all the W6rld in the firft *€&, aftct 
tflbofc firfi in the foUo^ving^ 

THERfe is fiich feojJe df inrifntidn in yibttr 
plan, fuch a maifjery in die torn of your in^ 
cidents, fuch a delicate huimnity in youf 
conduft, fo much, nature and force in youi' 
fentimentSy and fuch propriety in ydur cka-^ 
raders and e}itprdSion, that nobody can 
know how far yott ought to be admir«ii 
who has not the theory of critidfm, to a de-^ 
grec not too common at prefent ; and this 
i take to be the only infeBcity of which 701* 
can juftly be appreheniive^ 

I WILL fend you a prologue, becaufe yoni 
would have it fo ; but the porcb^ I ^ink/ 
and the buildings ought to have been thc^ 

worfc 
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work of the {^xxy^fiilfularcbiteB.'-^lixhtte 
18 a word in the tragedy that can be chang** 
ed for a better, it is Lycophrotiy which (if my 
ear does not deceive me) might, with more 
mufic, be ZempbMy or fome other Greek 
name ; and fince you have dignified Meltffa 
bto EurydicSf you have as undoubted ^ 
right to new-name the^^ as &e mother. 

I amy dear Sir, 

lour moji humble^ and 

MoJi obedient Servant , 

A. Hill; 

To Mr Mallet. 

Feb. 9, 1731. 
Dear Sir^ 

YOUR letter is too obligingly fenlible 
of the truths, which mine told you, 
and which were fb evidently your due, that 
they had not the leaft claim to your tecei- 
f ing them as a favour. 

• 

I AM glad the prologue pleafes you ; it 
^^ght| I am fure, to have been much better 

than 



I 
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than.lt is, to have deferved fo graceful 4 
complimeht, as that, which you JhEave drawn 
from it.. 

• ••*•. » . 

I AM very willing to come into Mr 
Wilk'% fentiments. -^- My knowledge of his 
genteel, addrefs, and a certain peculiar art; 
which you muft.have obferved in him, of 
enforcing a tender meaning, by his foft and 
dewy manner of fhedding it into the ear, led 
me, I believe, to add thofe four lines more . 
than were neceflary ^ but the prologue 
would clofe more proper and full, where 
he wifhes to end it. 

Shall I give a friendly proof, how fin- 
cerely I expreffed my delight at what I 
found in your play, by remarking to you 
one thing, that I miffed in it. It dwells fa 
ftrongly on my memory, that it has been up- 
{)ermoft, ever fince I read it ; and I can think 
of no want but this, which can give room 
to the malice of a willing critic, to enter 
his point without breaking it. 

Some of them would be glad to pretend, 
that the moral is'not fo clearly explained, as 
they expected ; thsX Periander and Eurydice 
are fo charmingly recommended to pity 

and 
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&nd efteem of the audience, that their fufFer- 
iftgs will appear unjuft, and imply an accu- 
&tian of providence, for negleft of a virtue 
fo amiable, and yet fo unhappy. 

StrppoSE, to prevent this raalevoleneej 
I^tmidas^ upon fight of the expiring quefeni 
fhould burft into a complaint, tending to 
fuch diftrufl: of the juftice of heaven ? — It 
would be in charadter, and fuited to the 
Warmth of his honeft heart. And this 
fnight naturally awaken ]?eriander into an 
exclamatory and pathetic anfwer,-**A confef* 
fion, in juftification of providence, drawn 
from confcious remembrance of his own 
breach of oath, in prolonging his father's 
tifurpation, and with-holding the Corinthian 
liberty : A guilt, which ih^kesju/i his owtt 
fttfieringa, in the lofs of all, that was dear to 
his wifhes, and the total deftrudtion of his 
own family^ And under this agony and 
confternation of foul, he might folemnly 
fwear to die^ after performing his vow, as 
difdaining to live himfelf, after being 
deprived of her life, which wacs dearer 
to him, than his own, and who had died but 
for bis offences. 

WoiiL^ 
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Would not this ftrike your moral into 
the hearts of every hearer ? — Methinks,it 
would add great terror to thaitpityr you have 
fo finely moved in your cataftrophe, and 
fend us away full of thoughts on the awful 
judgment, that muil always follow gjoilt^ 
however mitigated by our virtue 

^ .... 

I offer it to your thoughts, where, whc^ 
ther it has weight or no, I am fure it will ht 
received, as a token, how truly and unrefer^ 
vcdly I am. 

Tour moji bumble ^ and 
Moft obedietU Servant^ 

Au HlLE. 
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I'o'Mr PoFE. 



STK, 

I Am obliged to you for your letter from^ 
Parforis Green^ and come heartily intp 
the propofal it begins with : A mutual re- 
folutipn to forget in iQach other the appear- 
ance 



ftncc of every thing, that has been diftafteful 
to either, agrees^ I am fure, with the afFec-^ 
don I feel for you at my heart, wl^re it is 
loufided on a natural f^rrength^ both of rea« 
ion, and of inclination* 

The Caveat began, originally, with the 
vifion.— I added not, till after it was finiflied^ 
thofe lines, among which are the unlucky. 
ones, that difpleafed you* 1 was fearful, left 
\trithout fomething of that kind, by way of 
introduction, the reader might think hira- 
felf pufhed too abruptly into the allegory. 
But I confefs it was unfeafonable in me to 
Cover your praife^ which I delighted in, un-» 
der the Veil of an allegory, and explain my 
cenfure too openly, in which I could take no 
plealiire. 

The truth is, 1 lovfed you to well, or 
thought of you fo often, that it was itot eafy 
for me, in any humour, to write verfe, and 
not dwell upon you* H^ve you never been 
jealous of a favourite ntijirefs ? — Have you 
never, under z pique at her fuppofed negled:, 
faid what fhe could no more deferve, than 
yoil coutd think {he did, upon cooler reflec- 
tion f -■* And have you not found, after all^ 
that you were neverthelefs her Iwer ? * 

D 2 Youtt 



N 
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'Your oiFer is very kind, to prevail on the 
editor of the DunciaJ, to leave out the note. 
Of declare that I was hot meant in it ; — but 
I am fatisfied : — It is over, and defervcs^ na 
more of your application. 

1 AGREE with you, it Is morality makes U5 
beloved : I know it from the eflfeft of your 
writings, where I but admire the harmony 
and the elegance, while I love the generofity 
and the candor of the fentiments. — I prefer 
too, as you do, friendjloip^ and the honeft en- 
joyments of life, Xofame znd noify praifes ^ 
but I am glad you are happier than you wifh 
to be, >yho enjoy 6otb benefits together. 

Yet, if there were nothing defireable in 

Jame^ there could be nothing deteftable in 

Jlander ; and your honeft uneafinefs, at being 

thought worfe than you are^ would, in that 

cafe, be in danger of pafling for a weaknefs^ 

I KNOW, however, that you confider 
fraife in a nobler light than vanity. There 
is, in fame, the prolongation of a good man's 
example, which his natural life, being too 
fhort to extend (b far as he wifhes, that de- 
feat 



Qriginai/- L:etipe:r$;'> 37 

fed^is faj^plied by the fccond iifii he receives 
fj^&m his memory. 

I HAVE fcen, and been afliamed of that 
low turn,' which Mr. Dennis ^^6 to^ your 
g66d-nature« Where a maaa'sr pnfjkm arc 
tt)oilrong Gs^^hisfivifft^es^ }n% fu^icion v/'dl 
be top hard fbv hhp&udence. He has of tea . 
been weak eaough to treat you in a manner, 
that ■ ^noves too [ much indignation againft 
himfell^ not to leayfe it unnecejQary for you 
alfo to punifli him. — Neither of us would 
chufe him for a ftiend-^ but npne of the 
frmkies of km temper y any. raqrf! than the 
heavy fQrmatitie^ of* his y^y/f, can prevent 
ypur acknpwledging, there is often weight 
in his arguments, and matter, that deferviss 
encouragement, to be met with in hip wri- 
tings^ 

I WILL foon, Sir, convince yo^si, that my 
fisnfibility-is not fo tender as ydufuppofe it 
to be ; I am fo far from an m^li^tion tpJer 
fend fome pieces y which I was too much a 
boy, when I publifhed, that, I embrace all 
occafions of expofing them,: myfelf, to the 
contempt they have merited. — Let me ap- 
peal, for one inftance, to the Plain Dealer ^ 
Numb. 10, wherein you may fee I am fo 

P 3 unnatural 
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unnatural a pasexitf as to hare loft all mjf' 
primitive fondnefs, of an oHspring, yoa m^ 
imagine to be fUll my &vountes, 

I AM alre^y too much obliged, not to 
blufli at your mention of "the OA^ef^ with 
a view of fending it to my daug)iter, and 
^ is too inquifirive, a lover of what give* 
her infirziBion, with deHgU^ to have bein 
fatisfied without finding in her clofet what-- 
ever ihe bad heard you had publllhedJ 

As a j»oof, how determined I am to 
throw nothing upon the world that may 
give you caufe of complaint, I will fend ycm, 
in manufeript, the Effi^ 'on Propriety, a& 
foon as it is finiihed. I do the fame now 
by a fmaller piece, I am about to publifh, 
becaufe you will find yourfelf concerned iri 
fome part of it j and I will alter and give a 
general turn to any particular that relates to 
ycuy if you but mark the place with a +, 
when -you fend back the paper to. 

Sir, 

fair pioji bumikt 

^d moft obedient Sertumt^^^ 
A. Hjll. 
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Jo Mr Mallet^ 

, / Fei. 12, 173 1 • 

Dear Sir, 

TH E effed of this vexatious cold, on 
my throat, riot allowing me for fome 
4ays yet, the enjoyment of an evening with 
you znd Mr fTilk'Sy 1 am obliged to trouble 
you with another letter in explanation of 
my laft ; and to thank you for the favour of 
your anfwer, 

Vou enforce fny belief of the iincerjty 
ycju aflcrt in the firft paragraph, by that un- 
deniable proof in the fecond, where you 
confefs, with fo generous a franknefs, that 
what appeared^ to me, the moral, upon 
which you had formed your Tragedy, was 
no part of your intention* 

It is plain, then, what I told you, ih a 
former, you were injpired ! — You had the 
help of fome bofbm angel, and knew it not. 
But let me never (land in the way of that 
archer,^ when he takes true aim, who can 
thus bitxht white of a mark, and declare hfe 
ihoots blindfold 1 

D 4 I WAS 
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I WAS far from imagining you had meant 
any other moral ; anid though, as you ob-r 
fpryp, the foundation of the play is Jealou/y^ 
and another moral might have been drawn 
from the fatality of rafli fefplutiops, yoii 
will perceive, upon the comparifbri, a ftrong- 
ly vifible difference, between the moral 
which enforces it/elf^ and that wHich might 
have been forced from yo\ir Trage4y • 

Had Periander's misfortunes been owing 
to any private guilt of his life, Eurydice would 
J^ave defcrved no fliare in his pujiifliment, 
becaufe ignorant of his guilt, at leaft, ujiabje 
to prevent it ; and then hpr wrongs and h?r 
death had been a kind of impeachrncnt. of 
the divine diftribution of juftiee : where^is 
{he cannot be fuppofed ignorant of an oatji 
that was publickly made for the liberties of 
the public, and broken, as publickly; by 
Perianderj to the enilavement of his coun- 
try. — And, fuppofing this done, befqre ffee 
became his, wife, her joining herfelf after- 
wards to his pcrfon, joined her alfp to hjs 
guilt, and amounts to a juftification of that 
judgment, which makes her a partner in his 
'^eftrudion. 

Ne I- 



. Neither can there be a more awful lod^ 

fon than ^ifes froi)t> our obfervatbn, that 

Penan<ier^,wliQ difappointed.the hopcjs, and 

invaded the rights of a people, though he 

governied'v Aem with wjfdpm and equity, 

fella fapfifide, in revenge for their injury; 

by the hanfl of amindliil providence ; affliftr 

ing hisn . moft on that quarter, whence h? 

010^:. Jbojcd for coinfort; enabroiling hi? 

ilate iarebelHon,. in order, bv admiflion of 

ProcIes^Xp -give rifp to thqfc ftrong fources 

of jcaloufy^. which, out of his very viftory, 

produced , his ruin ; as if to convince hixn, 

that his jJunifliment, though private, was 

derived fr9n>- a fuihc (calamity, becaufe his 

crime f^gainft tho puij^chzd ocpafioned i^ 

For, it is evident, there had been no founda,- 

tion for the jealoufy of Periander^hsidi he nojt 

been tyrant of G7r/«/i^.- ,j ; 

Besides, had your moVal taken its turn 
from the jealoufy alone, that paflion had 
ftood in no need of revolutions in govern- 
ment. — It had been jufter for both Peri-- 
ander and Procks to have been ruined, by 
the perfonal effedts of jealoufy, without in- 
volving the interefts of a nation ; whereas, 
in the other more public light, you raife the 

importance 
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importance of your Story, attach the general^ 
to the particular Yufferings 5 adgmeht the* 
terror, refine the pity, vindicate the puni^ 
«)€nt, and exalt the moral of your fabjed. 

T^^, Sir, thofeinddents arid fentimenti 
fcy which (if I dare believe it) you dfeflgncd 
abnly to move and iihufe, perform what you 
defigned in' the nioft divine' and exalted 
manner; a^ they are the road dirough 
whtch-yott lead ois; to fee guilt tremble at 
judgnient; the efFeft' whereof /iipon the 
fear arid the pity of^ mankind, will hot onlf 
infure^ but alfo miidUate yoiir reputation,. 

Ip you reflect otl ^^e ^ng of z\\ that 
fqffwhate entbtffiajmi which moves your read- 
ers fo ftrongly, in the frequent invocations 
ind appeals to heaven, throughout your 
Tragedy, ybu will be tempted ftill to height- 
en it, by fprinkling a hint, here and' there, in 
a fingle line, juft to awaken, in the proper 
places, an apprehenfion of impencKng provi- 
dence, and excite this religious terror in the 
minds' of the audience. 

I AM fo charmed with your Play, and fo 
fure of the future celebration of your name, 
for this and many other Tragedies, that will 

be 
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Ibe ftn honour to th^ Britijb l oation, that I 
could obthaw p^on' d^ ixry£Af iii& m^mMeJi 
of a jealcma^btiec^ iiia points Mrhkh I throw, 
like a wht al^-giaih/inio a glebe that wiU iith«^ 
prove it in a hundred liarveilts ; and tb^ 
more they fhall flourifh to your glory, the 
more increlfe will: they give' to' the delight, 
with whiqh I am nioil warmly and afibc-^ 
tbnately, 

■» m 

W * ♦ • I ^ 

pear Sir, 

• ' . ■ . . . .J 

^ Tour moji humBk 

' • - * • 

Aid Obedient. Servant^ i 

A. Hill, 



Mi 



, T9 Mr Mali,et. 

t . 

Dear Sir, 

I Receive every letter you fend me with 
nem pleafure, becaufe it is fure to disco- 
ver new virtue in the fender. 

^ ■ 

If ever I diflent frpm Mr Mallei's opi- 
i^on, it niuft be only when he fpeaks of 
himfelf ; and, for this reafon, I cannot al- 
low 
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low you to apply th6 vrotAfaUky as you do," 
in your laft; but it would^^ indeed, be a 
Jdulty in me, not to be chisirnied' widi an ex*- 
celiehce, in your mind, whicli it luts givaen 
you the occafion of difcovering; 

.Though I admire your Play, to a degree, 
that I am not able to exprefs, yet> I.am biit 
balf fatisfied with my own admiratbn of it* 
^— Would you know what is wianting to fa- 
tisly me entirely ? ~ It is the power of ma^ 
king every body as much your admirer, as I 
am. But this, your STnajg-^^,. will be abler 
to do for you, than yom friends 5 tho' they 
will be a$ many as your readers, and your 
audience. 

Upon my brother's informing me, what 
want you were in of an epilogue^ I have 
written the enclofed, and feal it up, to be 

brought you before you go out in the morn^ 

• ■ • ^- 

I HAVE thrown into it as. much humour 
as I could, at {b fhort a warning 5 and ad- 
apted it to the livclinefs and fpirit of Mifs 
Robinfon"^ turn, jf I remember her right i 

for 
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for it is at good whiley fince I faw her. I 
am, with all the warmth of good wifhes and 
friendfhipj 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour moji Obedient y 
And moft bunAk Servant ^ 

A. Hill. 






7i Mr Mallet. 

Feb. 23, 173 1. 
Dear -Sir, 

I Was prefent, laft night, at the firft re- 
prefentation of your Play, with a plea- 
fure, even too great to be outweighed by my 
mortification at obferving, how little advan- 
tage it received from the aSiing. 

To fpeak, frankly^ my feritiments of the 
matter, you had full juftice done you by none 
of the players, except the two, who afted 
the parts of Leonidas and Polydor : — They 
were touched, and touched their hearers*, 
for they fpoke feelingly, that is, ncUurally, 
and without that ftage vice, their eternal aif- 

fe(^ation 
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fed^tion of forced tone, wkh which th^ 
cofver and ef&ce the paffions, they are en« 
deavouring to heighten. 

I 

Even the juftly admired Mrs Porter ne- 
ver went to the h6art, but wh^n fhe aided 
what (htfaiJ, by what fhe adieJ. -—There is 
a juftnefs, and grace, and a fpirit, in many 
of her movements and attitudes, that mzf/l 
ftrike all mankind, with an irrefiftible admi- 
ration. — But {he began, and went through 
the whole of what you meant Eurydice 
fhouldy2|y, with a kind of whining mmotony^ 
that produced two very unlucky effedts : -— 
The firft, that we loft two words in five of 
every thing, fhe meant, we fhould hear aad 
diflinguifh : ~ And the fecond, that we wdre 
deprived, by her continued identity of tone, 
of that touching pain and pleafure, fhe might 
Kave given us, had fhe varied her look, and 
her voice, with all that fo beautiful variety 
of occafion, you have put into her power, 
in a long and lively] intermixture of many 
very different pafiions. 

I WILL explain to you what 1 mean^ by 
varying their hoksy by defiring you to ohf 
ferv€ Mr. Mills^ when he is torn> with* all 

that 



that ftorin of alffliftion and dnger, you have- 
overloaded Him with: You will remark^ 
that, in the midft: of all his ftartings, and 
convulfire agitations of body, he looks not^ 
its if he were in earnclt : --- at Icaft, he wants 
weight, and appears too light, for the fo- 
Icmn dignity of his forrow, which is occa- 
fionedby his not htuwingy or rememberings the 
karmony between the eyeSy and the organs 
of the voice. — Let a man, for example, fix 
his eyes in an angry, or a forrowful hoky and 
then pronounce the fofteft, or the kindeft 
^ccch of iwe^ joyy or friendjhip^ — he will 
find, that, Mil his look is as kind as his mean^ 
ingy his voice will found nothing biit dijcord 
and barjhnefs. 

But I have run, I don't know how, into 
a length, I defigned not ; for I only meant 
to tell you, that I was truly pleafed with Mr 
Wilks^ in the prologue y and ftiil more in the 
mtifick-roomy where I obferved him, ^ptly, 
and generouily touched with a manly and 
compaflionate tendernefs j which gave me as 
ftrong an efteem for 'him, as ever I drew 
from the vivacity, the grace, and the gen- 
t^einefs of his ASiion. And, after I had told 
you tbisy I meant to complain of the inde- 
cent 
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cent, pot to fay dmpudent, liberty, . whick 
C-^b^^r (I conclude it him from his known 
jQiameleffnefs) has taken to alter, d^me;m- 
ber, and deftroy the. humour and,, propriety 
of my Epilogue. I am the eafieft, ojf a thou- 
fand, to fixbmit my (mn to my friends opi- 
nion ; but have too juft a contempt for that 
perfon^ and his notions, to have allovvcd l^m 
the licence he has been permitted to aflume, 
had I had the leail previous notice of his 
intention. , 

I PROMISE myfelf, however, the juftice of 
your not fufFering my epilogue to come a-^ 
broad, in the chequer-^work, this Merrj^ 
andrew has dreifed it in; and have then 
nothing to add, but my affurance, with what 
truth and friendfhip I am^ 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour mojl humble^ 

■ 

jind obedient Servant. 

m 

V 

A. Hit I.* 
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To Lord TvRcoNNkL. 

March 10 y 173 r* 

Y LoRDi . 

IT is impoifiblc for men, who can think 
at all, not to think nobly qiyonvfpirit^ 
when they examine it, by that bravery of 
goodnefs, you have fhewn ^ in behalf of the 
fetherlefs, rnqtherlcfsj and, but for you^ xht 
lifelefs Mr. Savage, , * 

t 

\ It is ufual, for great men,- to begin their 
liotiee of a man «of worth, at the eftablifli- 
m^ntoi\mfamey or the enlargement of his 
profperity ; but your Lordfhip!s more gene- 
rous regard, for this unhappy kinfman, took 
commencement from his mifery ; andj then, 
firft avowed his blood, and aflerted his good 
qualities, when all the meaner World would 
have begun to defert, even diJlinSlion itfelf, 
and been afraid to defend good fortune, 

% 

But it is too littl^ to fay, you have been 
generous : — You have been wife^ in what 
your pity has done for him ; fince, in one 
nobler fcnfe, you are a gainer, upon all the 
charge you have been at, in comforting the 

E life, 
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life, you have faved him : For, by that hu- 
manity, the whole amount o£ his future vir- 
tues ftands transferred to your Lordfhip. 

— Whatever good he does -, whatever love 
he merits, muft be yours ; and nothing left 
him, which the world will call his own, ex- 
cept he ftiould have follies, whkh, I hope> 
he has not, becaufe thbfe they, will confeia 
bis only, 

: My preient p^rpofe was no more, than 
to beg your Lordilaip's acceptance of a trifl^ 
J am about to publifh, . 

. But I would not lofe dxe opportunity of 
adding, withwhat juftice,! difcern, and ad- 
mire the generous firmn^fe of your heart, 
and uncommon, beauty of your compaffion* 

— Permit me, therefore, to fixbfcribe my- 
ielf^ with a^ difintetefted and fincere refpe<5)^ 

My Lord, 

Tour Lord/hip's fnoft ohedienty 

And fooji bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



fc 
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To Sir Robert Walpold. 

March 12, 1731* 

TO djddrcfs a great iliah, Without fiiU 
tery, would be a little too odd, and 
unreafonable j if there were not fome like* 
lyhood, that the very novelty may be a 
means of recoiiiniending it to your notice. 

i BEGIN with afking your pardon, ibr 
the trifling prefent I make you, of a po- 
em, you arc not the fubjeft of: and which, 
having neither apprehcnfions from your 
fomer^ not expedlations from your bounty^ is 
aaibitidu^ (among all the great things, you 
have to beftow) of nothing further than 
your atttntkn^ 

As I am one of the y^ qmphaticaiyr^^-. 
men^ under your care, who enjoy a life without" 
ambition or dependence, I look without par- 
tiality upon a world, in which I am refolv'd to 
be no a£tor 3 and having ofteri confider'd the 
fpring of that ungenerous propenfity, among 
Englijhmeny to encourage the moft malignant 
flandcr§> if they are levell'd at a powerful mi*- 

E 2 nijier^ 
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m/ier, I think, the caufe will fooner be found 
in the deceiv'd expeSiation^ than in the Hl-na" 
ture of the people ; or in their attachment to 
the interefts of their mijleaders. 

They have little knowledge of power : But 
they have a kind of general, blind hope, from 
it, that, in fome fort or other, they ?ire to be 
thc&etter^foT the good fortune 6f their gover- 
nors ; and when they find themfelves dif- 
appointed, they take their revenge in rail- 
ing ; and propagate the railings of others, 
who, have clofer reafons for their bitternefs. 

So the clamour is begun, by the eyivy of 
a few diftanc'd rivals ^ and mzdc general by 
the difcontcnt of an unmeaning multitude ; 
who, looking inward in vain, and recoUeding 
nothing grofs enough for tbeir feetingy in 
honour of the minifter, are under a dull 
kind of neceffity to believe what is reported 
to his prejudice. 

/ 
In this fituation, your mofl mortifying 

circumftance feems to arife, from the faint 
and timorous juftifications you are excused 
by, on one hand, againft the bold and im- 
placable charges, you are provoked by on 
the other. For your friends, htingfriends of 

your 
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your power y defend you with an intereftedi 
apprehenfion, that keeps one eye behind 
them : whereas J'our enemies are the ^n'^- 
mies of your perion^ and aflaiilt you with ;^ri 
inveterate and nevcr-refting aniniofity. 

Me THINKS an eafy remedy againft all 
this, would be for great minifters to reader 
themfelves as popular ^ as they are public : In 

which cafe your friends would lofe their 
fears, and efpoufe you more boldly ^-— and v 
your enemies would lofe their hopes^ and at- 
tack you more faintly. 

• * ' * 

A MINISTER, while he ftands too high to 
lodkdown upon acommontruth,may wonder 
to hear it faid, that it is eafy to become popu- 
lar 5 but we fee this plainly, who are out of 
the dufl^ that furrounds^^z^^r^^/ men^ in your 
inotion s and makes you too blind, or too 
bufy, to difcern what lies under foot, and is 
trod upon in the hurry of jour circle. 

There are a thoufand little arts of charm- 
ing a people, no way of importance enough 
to make a queftion of ftate ; yet of eafe and 
fatisfadtion to the body of a nation: And 
to be doing and talking of fuch purpofes, 
would be onefure, and fpreadihg means 

Ej of 
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of turning the tide of popularity, in your 
favour. Then the writers, who feem fo 
carneft to do jufldce to your charafter, iij- 
fifting tiniely, and with c^elicacy on fuchj 
a^s or intentions ]; infl:ru6ling the people to 
feely what they owe you in thefe domeftiq 
ponfiderations, would meet another kind 
of fuccefs, than has attended their unjpi' 
rited negatives ;. too tame or too angry, to 
attradt veneration to your name, or even to 
bear up their own figure, againft the 
ilrength, and vivacity of the writerS;^ in th^ 
oppofite interefL 

I wouLp have had the honour to explain 
jnyfelf upon fonae heads to this purpofe^ 
but that I remembered, youy Sir, can never 
be fo fure as I am, that I have no view be- 
low that purpofe ; for (if it doeis not ap- 
pear too cynical to declare it,) I am apter to 
pity your greatnefs^ for the freedom it robs 
you of, than to envy your power ^ for the 
enlargement of your diftinSlion. 

Another road to popularity, tho' of lefs 
immediate ufey becaufe it regards the ejieem 
of the world, when you will be out of the 
reach of its malice^ is, the encouragement of 
iiblf writers : But on this, having faid fomer 
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thing in the printed fheets, I will only pre- 
iUme to add, in behalf of that great geixius, 
I have nam'd in the fifteenth page of the de- 
dication, that he ffefenis, for many reafons, 
the trioft worthy your notice, of any rifihg 
charidier, I know j and this for three re4- 
fotis, more efpecidly : firft, becaufe he is 
tndft able to deferve it -, the fecbnd, becaufe 
he is leaft able to forget it 5 and the third, 
becaufe he neither cxpeds nor defires it. 

You niay think. Sir, jiiffly enough, that 1 
affhnie too itiuch liberty, when, without the 
honour of your acquaintance, I am recom^ 
mending another to your favour, Yet the 
wbrft, I hope, that cah be faid of it, is, that 
I ain acting the part of i ccMardly fvldier^ 
who, being c6nfci6<is he is no mlling fighter^ 
and iiot defirous of advancing farther for- 
ward than befits )x\%fptrit^ puflies a better 
man into danger, for feai^ he fhould himfelf 
be fuppos'd anibitious of a dijiinSfion^ he 
ha^ riot courage to bie fond of, I ain. 

Sir, 

w • * \ ft 

toUfkoft bemile 

Jnd mojl obedient Servant, 

A. Hill* 
E 4 
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Peh, 20, 173.1, 
Madam, 

I HAVE the happinefs, at my return 
from fome diftant applications, to meet 
.under your own lovgly hand, in thfj letter, 
you did my fpoufe the honour to write her, 
the confirmation of that health we are for- 
gver wifhing you ; an^ I c;annot defcribe die 
joy it gives us all, to Ii^ar of the happy con- 
clufion of that long-wifh'd affair at Stanley, 
iMay it prcfduce every blefHng on every lide^j 
that your ^qwn befl hopes prppos'd or ex? 
peded from it. . • 

QitR fatisfaftion would, have been comTf 
pleat, wereMifs Lowth^r confirmed. in her 
recovery, as, I am fure, (he would foonbe, 
if her refolution would take part with your 
tendernefs, and allow her to undergo the 
fhort difagreeablenefs of the remedies, you 
would recommend to her f We all beg her 
to accept pf our rnoft humble fervice,. and 
our befl wifhes : We are ever remembring 
and talking of you, with the-pleafure fo 
infeparable from your image^ in the breafls 
of all, who have been .blefs'd with your fo-. 
ciety, or felt the influence of your accom- 
plifhments. 

We 
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We arc extremely glad to hear that good 
lady, your Aunt, enjoys Tome fhare of health 
this bad feafbn ; for the afFedionate and ten- 
der delight, with which it is natural for you 
to exprefs yourfelf, when you fpeak of that 
excellent relation ; and the charming def- 
cription&, you have given us of her virtues, 
and her generofity, have fo fixed her upon 
our memory that we think of her, with a 
refpcd: and tendernefs, as if we too, as. well as 
yourfelfy had the honour to be her relations. 

We offer our Very humble fervice to Mr, 
Lowther^ whofe good nature, fo obligingly, 
inclin d him to fhare the fatigue of our firflr 
day's journey ; but who, that is part of you, 
can ^ant the good nature, that fo amiably 
4iftinguifties . you ! — I fliall trouble Mr. 
Lowtber with a letter, in a little time, and 
liave the honour, alfo, to write to you, upon 
the fame fubjeft. , ^ 

Among the multitude of thanks, due 
to you, let me not forget your ineftimable 
letters. When you write, you have the 
power to ftrip abfence • of its melancholy ; 
for they who read you, have the bluffing 
of deceiving themfelves into an imaginatior;, 

that 
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that they fee and bear you ; but when bufi- 
nefs, or the night has robb'd them olF the 
j)ower of looking upon what you have writ- 
ten, the remembrance of it but adds to the 
many reafons they had before, to be unhappy 
by their diftance from you. — ^I have the 
honour to be, with the ihoft lafting admira^ 
tion and refpedt, 

Madantf 
Tour mojl oblid^dy and 

Moft obedient bumble Servant. 

A.HiLu 



To Mr. Mallet. 

March 22, 173 !• 
Dear Sir, 

I Cannot help confcfling, that every 
letter I receive from you, gives ilew 6n- 
creafe to my vanity ; not from what you fay 
in my favour, but becaufe the manner in 
which you exprefs your own thoughts, dif- 
covers fo uncommon a depth, with fo une- 
qualled a delicacy, that I feel a kind of pride 
in the proofs you tranfport me with, that it 
was not partiality^ but penetration, which 

induc'd 
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induced nje to fo inviolable an efteem of Mr. 
Mallet, 

I MIGHT have fpard all advice to the 
foetSy who are riling, under the li|;ht of 
your living example ; and Imcc providence 
does nothing in vain, I begin to flatter my- 
felf, that this reptile age, is, to caft its ikin 
of dullnefs, and renew itfelf into qolourp fit 
for your genius to Ihine upon. 

There is a w^r/^/ mufe, in my family, 
who is confcious enough of your intereft in 
the true Urania^ to be aiham'd of her name, 
when (he fcribles any thing in juftice to Et^ 
rydice-y and yet was unable to yefifl: the temp- 
tadoH of fctting it to a proof, that /he did 
Tfyot read you, like a girl of the modern ma^ 
nufaSture. * I ought not to put it out of my 
own hands, where, fhe knew, it would mtdi 
with' indulgence; but that I am enough 
pleased with it to apply to you, the words of 
your name-fake, and predeceflbr, king Davids 
• — Out of the mouth of babes and fucklings^ 
THOU haji ordained Jlrengtby 

I am^ Dear Sir, 

Tour moji Obedient 

Humbk Servant. 

A. Hill. 
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5'(? Mr Booth. 

March 2^y i73i« 
SIR, 

IT H A N K you for the obliging re- 
proach, you have made me, for a forget- 
fulnefs, I could never have been capable of, 
if the information I promised to give you, a- 
bout Tork Stocky was to have brought you 
any caution of immediate confequence to 
your intereft in the company* 

if 

But as I faw no profped: of a fudden 
change, to any conliderabfe degree, either 
one v^ay or the other, I propos'd not to 
fay what I thought, of the ftock's advancing 
or falling, till I faw the event of a fecret 
tranfaftion, relating' to the difcharge of the 
company from the weight of the long bonds, 
which become due, next year, and are the 
only cloud of confequence, that hangs over 
their expectations. 

• You (hall, certainly, know the progrefs 
of this defign, in a few days. 

As for the poem you are fo kind to, I 
know enough of Mr. Booth's Judgment ^ to be 

truly 
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truly pleased with his praifes ; and enough 
of his good'-nature, to be afraid, he hzs Judged 
too partially -, but it was certainly writ to 
good purpofe, if it has merited your appro- 
bation. 

I AM, with the moft earneft good wiflies 
for your recovery of that health, the want 
of which is a public calamity, 

Tour mojl humble 

And moft Obedient Servant, 

A. Hill. 



Mryp, 1731. 

SIR, 

IM U S T deny myfclf the pleaHire of that 
agreeable evening, you propofe, with 
yourfelf, and that gentleman, (of whom 
you drew fo pleafing a pidure) yet a little 
longer j till I can bring an attention lefs per- 
plex'd than at prefent, with a hundred af- 
fairs of too 4ry a nature, to deferve the de- 
light of being mix'd with good compa^iy. 



In 
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In the mean time, to anfwer that part df 
your letter, that regards Sacbarija^ I muft 
confefs, fhe is, (as you now give me her di- 
menfions) a good deal too Jhorty for.a lady 
of fo much beauty and merit. Yet I cannot 
agree with you, that 2000 line? make the 
length of a moderate Tragedy : From 1 50a to 
1800 is the length which will always go 
beft off; and the nearer thejirji of the two 
numbers, the better : fince, if there is no fpi- 
rit and worth in a Play, the audience will 
never complain ofits fhortnefs; andwhere^ 
as in your cafe, there is merit ^xvdijire^ they 
will rife with an appetite, and return the 
fooner again, if it is fhort ; as they have not 
been fatiated with the pleafure. 

There feems, however, an abfolute ne-* 
ceffity, of adding about 400 lines : But I 
am, by no means, for throwing out the fo- 
reign incident ; becaufe I think you may api- 
propriate it to the aSiion and moral of the 
Play ; and derive a dignity and'importancer 
from it, beyond what your Tragedy could 
be capable of, witbeui; it. 

Suppose, for example, a.ftrong, but fecr^fj 
paffion, to have been advanced to a mutual 

contrail 
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cpAtradt, between Bellario and Sacbarijfa ^ 
9jid only prudentially conccal'd from the 
father's knowledge, upon apprehcniion of his 
refufal, on account of fome family oppofitioA 
of interefts. 

Suppose too, that GuelderlandhsA a vio- 
lent pafSon for her, and proposed to marry 
Eloifay but that the duke^ growing jealous of 
this match, left it might weaken the loyalty 
of fo powerful afubjc<3:, as Scavolus^ recom- 
mends Bellarijs to Eloifaj and iniifts, peremp- 
tori]ty, on the father's obedience > thjcre- 
by to difapppint tJjie intentions of Guelder^ 
htnd. 

Th is naturally may be fuppos'd to have 
forced from Sachartjfay the fecr^t of her 
paffion for Bellario : notwithftanding which, 
and all the tears, prayers, and. perfuafions of 
his daughter, the old man's obftinate loy- 
alty compells Eloifa to marry him ; and 
Bellario'^ fear of the duke, neceflitated his 
compliance. 

The difirefs of your chief charafters be- 
ing thus V[fible—x)it pity of the audience is fe- 
cur'd for them, notwithftanding their guilty 

amour; but what is ftill a furtherance, to- 
wards 
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wards the merit oiyoMV plan^ this difappoirif-' 
ment,. irritating Guelderland to revenge, may 
. be fuppos'd the motive of that attempt, in 
which he mifcarried, and was made a captive. 
And the retirement of Scavolus from power*, 
may be reprefented, as a defign, to give peace 
to his country, by removing his influence 
from all occafion of inflaming the envy o( 
Guelderlands party. 

' This will naturally bring on the catafirt-^ 
phe, and lengthen the Tragedy, to its men- 
tioned extent. And when you have done 
what you think proper upon this plail, of 
any other, to the like purpofe, if you fend 
me the Play again, you may depend on the 
fincereft advice and afiflance in the power of, 

Sir, 

Tour mofi obedient 

'Humble Servant » 

A. Hill. 



• 

Original Letters* 6$ 



. To Mr FoTt* 

Sept. 1% 173 1, 

Dear Sir, 

IT will never be In my power to forgef, 
how x:ompaffionate you have been, in 
calling znd fending {o often. — It is plain, you 
have none of* the fajhionabte want of feelings 
for the calamities of others 5 and, when 1 re- 
fleft, that you are kirid enough to concern 
yourfelf for tnine^ it brings me nearer to 
comfort^ than either refignation, or philo- 
fophy» 

IThe part, you are pleafed to take, in my 
lofs of a nvifcy who had the misfortune of 
being z fir anger to you, would have been as 
jujly as it is generous^ had you been qualified 
to meafure it, by an acquaintance with her 
virtues. It was e?«^of thofe virtues — that 
ihe admired Mr Pope^ and knew, why ihe 
admired him. She wifh'd for nothing, witt 
more livelinefs, than the pleafure of feeing 
you, and (fuch is the illufion of our pro- 
fpe<3ts ! ) the very day^ on which flie promi- 
fcd herfelf tht enjoyment of that wifti, fhef 

JF Warn* 
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became infenfible to all loijhes^ oa this fide 
eternity! 

I CHOSE a place for her, in the Abbey 
Qoifter $ the walls of the church, abovov 
being io loaded widi marble, as to leave me 
no room^ to diftinguifh her monument. 

Give me leave to hope the benefit of 
your advice, on this mournful occafion. I 
cannot fufier her to lie unnoticed, becaufe 
a monument, in fb frequented a place a$ 
JVeflminlier Abbey ^ reftoring her, to a kind 
of fecond life, among the livmg, it will be» 
m fome meafure, not to have lojl her. But' 
there is a low and unmeaning lumpifhnefs, 
in the vulgar ftyle of monuments, which 
difgufts me, as often, ds I look upon them y 
and, becaufe I would avoid the cenfure, I 
am giving, let me beg you to fay, whether 
there isjgnificance^ in the draught, of which 
I enclofe you an auk\vardyrr^/ri&, not a copy : 
The flat table, behind, is blacky the figures^ 
are white marble. 

The ivhole of what you fee, here, is but 
part of the monument ; and will be fur- 
rounded hy pilajlersy arifing from a pediment 

' of white marble^ having ita foundation on a 

black 
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SilMk marble mountain \ anckfupporting a co-^ 
ronice and dome^ that will afeend to the point 
of the cloifter arch. About half way up a 
craggy path, on the black mountain^ below^ 
will be the figure of 7/W, irt white marble^ 
im an ^tude of climbing^ obftruded by little 
Cufndsi of the fame colour y fome rolling 
tocks, into his path, froni above j fome 
throwing «^/j, at his feet and arms^ from 
below 3 others, in ambufcade^ fhooting arrows 
ftt himj from bothjides j while the Deafb^ 
you fee in the draughty will feem, from: an 
opening between hillsy in relievo^ to have 
found admiflion by a fhorter way, and pr^ 
Vented l^ime^ at a diftance* 

I CAiJfsfcT forbedr to inclofe you an at- 
fton3mious favour, which I - received, in a 
f)(enrty-poft letter, fronxfome kind hand dif- 
guifedj that I fhould not guefs at the obll- 
ger^ I find, in it, a ftrong and touching 
Jimplicity ; ftatufe, nervous, and undrelTed ; 
ftriking^ from and to thfc heart, without 
pomp or afFedtation ! You will be pleafed 
with thefe 'four vcrfes, if my melancholy has 
not helped theif impreffion on me. It is 
true^ they feem rather the moving words of 
\ wife^ while dying, than the infcription of 

Fa hei' 
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her monument, after death ; but I have ne- 
ver been able to read them, without emo- 
tion i and being charmed with them my- 
felf, I wiihed you a part of the pleafurc. 

I HAD heard of the obliging opinion you 
cxpreffed of my Tragedy ^ when you had, 
lately, an occafion of fpeaking to Mr IFilks^ 
concerning the affairs of xJa^jiage. I afTure 
you, without complement, I had rather it 
fhould pleafe you, findy, than a dozen 
crowded audiences. And one thing I can be 
fure of, in its favour, ~ It will be the better^ 
for fome marks of your pencil. If you would 
have the goodnefs^ to allow me to put a co- 
py of it into your hands, andfpeak of it, oc- 
.cafionally, with the fame kind partiality, to 
fcMne of thofe,^ who can give fuccefs to Tra- 
gedies J Ihat alone,, might determine me, 
.to venture it on the /iage^ next winter • 

I HAVE thoughts, about the middle of 
this month, of taking your advice, and 
Tullfs ; I will try what change of place y and 
. the pleafure of being nearer you, can do, 
toward difpclling a griefs that time fecms to 
threaten increafe of: I will fly from- it, if I 

caii> 
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can, but the <itra cura pojl equitenij will fit 
too clofe to be parted with. I am, truly, 
and unalterably, 

Dear Sir^ 

7 our mojl offeBionate^ 

. And moji obedient Senoant^ 

• ,-f ■ * 
A. HixL. 



^0 Mr WiLKS. 

Sept. 17, 173 1; 
SIR, 

TH E pleafure, I am Aire to enjoy, in 
your company, would have mtade it 
impoffiblc, not to have renewed it before 
now, but that it pleafed God to try me, with 
a domcftic affliftion, which my heart was 
not proof againft. Unfafhionable, as this 
is, I make no fcruple of owning it to you^ 
whofe humanity, (always- amiable) never 
charmed me fo touchingly, as by that tcn- 
dernefs of delight, with which (in an age^ 
that affedls to think, meanly, of marriage) 
you durft dwell, with fo beautiful a feriouf- 
aefs, 9J1 the merits of a wife, in your genc- 

T3 rous 
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rous (enfibility of your own lady's accom^ 
plifhmcnte, 

Because I would wifli you a life, with? 
put bounds, may you (fo loving, and belo- 
ved) live J 'till the world is willing to part 
with you, and then, — iotb die, together* 

But the occafion of my troubling you, 
with thisletter, is, to afk you a queftion, for 
the fatisfaftion of a friend, who hzszTragedy^ 
which he wrote, with Mr fFilks^ in his eye j 
and, upon the charadtcr, which he was in 
hopes to (ttjhine^ in your aSiiorty moves the 
whole defign of his Play. The part is, in 
length, about 5c o lines. The turn of it is 
amorous, inconftant, fpirited, attraftive, and 
diftrefsful. It confifts of fire, and vivacity, 
endear'd and tempef'd by the fofter Paf- 
fions : I don't know whether I explain my- 
felf enough j but what I mean is — - It is 
' a Part, which (if I have any knowledge of 
ihtjlage) will give pleafure to Mr. JFilks^ 
and receive life from him. 

But, if your intention to decline new 
Parts, is a fix'd, and unalterable refolution, 
my friend would, by no means, bring on 
his Play, till he can find an A^or^ as capa^ 

• ; ' ' ble 



ble as you are, to do juftice to this Charac- 
ter 1 might hftve fajd it more briefly — 

He would »eyef briag it qn at alL 

If you enable mc to inform this Author, 
whether his TJ'ragfidy is to be bom^ or d'.e, 
an abortive^ it will very much oblige me^ 
who am, moft warmly, and with die fin- 

cewft heart. 

TZwr m^ obedient J 
, 4fldtmfik¥mbki Servant^ 

A. Hill. 



^•■^ 



Ti Mr. WiLKs. 

&ebt. 22, 173 r^ 
SIR, 

I Spoke of my mmi Tragedy ^ under colour 
of a Friend* 5^ from my unwillingnels to 
put any ftrain on your good-nature, having 
heard, with great concern, of your intention 
to decline new parts in general. 

» 

E 4 I HAVE 
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I HAVE, now, the pleafure of fending it 
you, and, if capable, as I hope it is,of doing 
fervice to your company, I fliould be glad, 
it might come on, in December^ becaufe my 
time will be much lefs at my command af- 
ter Chrifttnas. 

t 
\ 

The occafion of writing this Tragedy wasj 
imy having attempted one, upon the fame 
fubjedt, in 17 lo, when I was boy enough, 
not to be al^amed of beginning and ending it, 
in lefs than a fortnight^ after Mr. Booth had 
put me in mind of the ftory. So, I confi-r 
x3ered it, as my duty^ to attone for that exr. 
travaganee, when, at a diftance of twenty 
years, I had gathered patience enough, to 
believe, that imagination is a mad horfe, and 
ought to be I?ridied by the judgment. 

I HAVE, accordingly, made a quite neul> 
plan, and, though the fubjefl: is the fame, I 
have turned it, wholly, a different way ; and 
retained neithier thought, nor expreffion, of 
my former. If it is ofpo ufe elfe, it will 
ferve, at leaft, for an experiment, how far 
the fan^e writer's genius {good^ or bad) may, 
or may not be benefited, by the ajjijlance of 
:^Jtrt^ ^AfubmiJJum tg the rcftraints of critic 

cijm. 
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cifm ^— A queftion, often debated, and not 
yet fufficiently cleared up, among us.. 

" I AM gratefuHy fenfible of your compli- 
! ment, with refpeifl to your refolution about 
new parts y and have the pleafure to acknow- 
ledge myfelf, ^ - 

Sir, 

- ■ r 

Tour mji Qbli^ed, 

And tnq/i obedient Servant^ 

A. Hin, 



^0 Mr. WiLKs* 

Sept. 2$, 173 1. 
S I R, 

TH O' it is a great fatisfadlion to me, 
that you, and Mr Gibber^ approve of 
my Play, yet, I am under a concern, that is 
ftill more lively ; while 1 find you declining, 
to throw luftre upon the character of A-- 
tbelwold. 

I CAN eafily confent, that he fhould never 
be fecn, at all : But, it is impoflible for me 

to 
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to aUow/thtt ^y t>9dy, ^/ Mr /9^Zif« c«H 
reprefent him* 

. It i« the talent of very few,; to unite Jig-- 
nity to tendernefs, and give di3^ importaoce 
t^gn tmorous diftrefs, by. which. cu^ly item 
be made coniiderable enough to deieirve 
compailion. 

In anfwer to fhat infujicufuyy which you 
are pleafed to find, where nobody elfe would 
eirer have looked £>r it, I appeal to a million 
-of living witneJfeSy whether you are not, in- 
finitely, unjuft to yonrfelfy — the only perfon, 
fr<»n whofe merit you could be capable of 
detradting. 

, There is more youths in your air ; and 
more vigour y in your aSlion^ than can be con- 
ceived in the imagination of one, who has 
pevcr fcen you. And, as for amiable grace 
in movement y together with a certain anima- 
ted foftnefs, and an incxpreffible vivacity of 
fpirit, a writer muft defpair of finding them, 
at all, when he ceafes to find them, in your 
Perfon. 

In (hort, there is not a line, in the part, 
which I did not fee^ and hear you fpeak, 

while 
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while I was writing it. Nature has no A-* 
tbelwoldy but you ; and I cannot bear the 
mortification of fuppofing any body elfc^ in 
the charafter, 

' The part of Edgar was written for Mr. 
Booth J would he were well enough to a6t it ! 
— ^The part oiOfwald^ for Mr. Cibber. — 
Neither will he decline it, if it is but half as 
fit for his acceptance; as he is capable of 
drawing "notice, upon the charafter,— Zi^(?/(^;i 
was deligned for Mr. Mills ; Elfrid^ for 
y[x%.Olc^eld*^ and Ethelinda^ for Mrs Porter. 

But death y and accident s^ having interpo- 
fed, in fome of thcfe .cajisy I am at a lofs, 
without your advice, how to fupply them. 
Pray be to gOod, as to give me your opinion^ 
"Wid it vjrill Very much oblige, 

7 our mofi humble^ 

And mod obedient Servant^ 

A. Hill, 
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s 



/ Sept. 25, 1731. 

Dear Sir, 

O obliging a letter, as your laft, deferved 
a fpeedier acknowledgment ; zfincerer^ 
it could not have had, than I, now, fend you, 
for it. If there is any thing unpardonable, 
in a forrow, fo juft as mine, it is ^ felfijhnefs^ 
that, looking inward^ with too earneft an 
indulgence, negledts every objed:, but its 
own. — I begin to be fenfible of this con- 
tradion of my heart -, and the difcovery will 
relieve me, in fome meafure, from a griefs 
that was not willing to be leffened. 

Because it is realbnable to begin the a- 
tonemenfy where the guilt has been greateft, 
let me, firft, beg your pardon, for having 
been filent fo long ; and, then, thank you, in 
my own name, and thopublick'^^ for the pre- 
fent application of your time, to a purpofe, 
in which we all have an intereft. 

Before you fent me word, what fubjefl: 
you was inclined to write on, I was defign- 
iiig to have recommended the fame moral, 
to your thoughts, in the Englijh ftory, of 
Pierce Gavejion 5 which, I believe, with 

greater 
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greater dignity, you Will ftrike out, from the 
fate of your Roman. 

I DOUBT not to fee, in your Tragedy, not 

only a lively parallel, but z.juft oi^e. jUbinus 

has, certainly, no notion of a delicacy^ or an 

extent, in his politics j yet, as far, as I can 

judge, by his meafures, he is a grofs-good 

meaner. His heart is opejjy but not expand 

Jive 5 his ability is limited ; but fo is his r^- 

fentment. He is, at oncd, incapable of the 

goad things we wilh, and the bad things we 

flight y«^r ; — whereas malice in Contrarius^ 

ieems the moft adtive of his qualities. He 

fees farther, indeed, than hi? rivals but he 

thinks more narrowly j for, while . jilbinus 

canwith-hold the revenge, in his power, a* 

gain ft the expofer of his blunders y Contrarius 

is implacable, and virulent againft the defpi^ 

Jkr of his penetration. 

This being my notion of the modern pa-^ 
. triotifm, I am in hopes, to fee it fet right, in 
fome Tragedy ; that Legion may be bubbled 
no longer, by animofity, for public fpiritrd- 
nefsy on one fide ; — and, that ambition^ on the 
other, may be taught to meafure itfelf, and 
take bounds in proportion to capacity. We 
(hould, then, have humbler factions ^ and 
abler admi?iiJlration. 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE fome thoughtd of venturing ji^ 
thelwold into the world, this winter, if it ha* 
the good fortune, to meet with your appro- 
bation. 

Designing i montiment over itiy wfe^ 
that I may redeem as much of her, as pof- 
fiblc, be fb kindi as to give me your opi-** 
nion, whether I have expreffed, what I 
meant, in the following epitaph. 

Enough, cold ftone ! fufBcc her long-lov'd 

name > 
Words are too weak, to pay her virtue's 

claim. 
Temples, and tombs, arid tongues, {hall 

wafte away. 
And pow'r's vain pomp, ifl ttiould'ring doil 

decay. 
But, e'er mankind a ivifey more perfe<^, fee. 
Eternity, O "Time I fhall bUry thee. 

I AM returned, to that very felfijhnefs, 
which I was become alhamed of, in the be- 
ginning of this letter j but, that is ncft half' 
fo wonderful, as that, while I have you to 
fpeak of, I can find room, at all, to talk of. 

His tnofi affedHonate^ 

And mojl obedient Servant^ 

A. HihU 
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7o Mrs LOWTHER* 

Sept. 26, 1731* 

Max>am, 

IT has pleased <5od, fince I had the hon- 
our of writing to you kft, to afflidi tne, 
by a ftroke> which, tho* I expeftcd,^ and liv'd 
in dread oi^ I had not refignation enoughy 
when it befel me, to fupport it, as I ought* 
I have loji the friend of my hearty —and the 
companion oivay foul! — We were oney in an 
miufual fcnfej for our purpofes, our in- 
tereft> and our very thoughts> and wiflics, 
united,. 



I HAD loft her much fooner, but for the 
air o£ your county^ and the charms of your 
company : She was a trne judge of merify and 
fbitfoundy and lov*d it, in Mrs Lowtber! 
She was, moft fincerely, your admirer ; 
and would talk, fo^often, of the delight your 
converfation gave her, that I refled:, with 
the utmoft comfort, on her not having left 
the world^i, till fhe had tafted that heft pie afurt 
in it. 

Yet, you never knew her, as fhe, really^ 
Was — the eiFed of her cruel illnefs had 

drawn 
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drawn a cloud over her accompliflimente,i 
before flic had the happinefs of your ac-* 
quaintance. ' 

Had ffie been as near you> as file tVa* like 
you, I fliould have had no occaiion to teU 
you, that flic was virtuous without pride*, 
wife without confcioufnefs { careful without 
meannefs ; referv'dW\t!tiO\xtftiffnefs ; well-bred 
without affectation ; and fincere without /;f- 
decency. 

But I will dwell, no longer, on this me-^ 
kncholy fubjedt : --r- that I may plaqe hcr> 
where flic lov'd to be, let me leave her in 
your bofom. 

Out of ten Lottery tickets which I had 
ordered to be bought, from number 52,233, 
to number 52,242, inclufive, I have, in 
obedience to your command, chofen you 
one, and it is nuniber 52,240. I wifh it, 
what it ought to be — the vao^ fortunate ^ for 
the molt deferving ! But, if either of my o- 
ther numbers ftrikes your fancy, rather than 
tbaty which I have chofen, pleafe to follow 
the impulfe of your own happier choice, 
and let me have the honour of your order, 

which 
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which other I fhall fend yon. I will fend 
it by the carrier, who leaves LonJon next 
Tuefdayy and comes into Swine-^gatei and 
Rany^ (who is your, and Mifs Lowther's 
conftant humble Servant,) will have me fuf-* 
fer her to put up with it a little fcratch of a 
copy, which the girls have contrived to draw, 
among themfelves, from the defign, that is 
now about, for a monument ^ over their dear 
Mamma j by which, as far as it is in my 
power, I fhall ftill, as it were, keep her in 
the world s and in fome faint manner, re- 
ftore her, amdng the livmg« I am, with 
great truth and refped:, 

* 

Madam^ 

Tour moji humbk 

And mofi obedient Ber'Oanfy 

A. Hill; 



1, 
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Ta Mr Pope. 

a V 

5^/. 30, 1731, 
Dear i?rff, 

TO U zxc very good^: and obliging : — 
yourUft fetter came not to my hands- 
'till yeft^r^ay ; I will thank you ^ it, in 
perfon, one day, ncxtwccki if poffiWe, and 
give you notice, ai day before. 1 

My dailghtpr, iinder eiwrauragcment of 
youT invitation, propiifes herfclf the pleafure 
of admiring your gardens ; and wifhes the 
weather may continue, aa it is^ 'till I can 
give her the opportunity of an afternoon^ 
walk in them. 

My Brother is writing over another copy 
of the Tragedy, which I will take the li- 
berty to put, a fecond time, into your hands, 
as foon as it is ready : I propofe no benefit, 
to myfelf, from it, leaving its profits to the 
players : but, as I know it neceflary, to pre- 
pare the expeftation af perfons of the firft 
rank, if one would wifli a play that kind of 
fame which noife can give it, (and without 

which indeed it were to no purpofe, to have 

it 
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if brought on the ftage,) I am therefore, 
greatly oblig d, by the hopej you permit me 
to nourifh, that you will fufFer it to pafs, 
thro' your hand, to the notice of fome of 
thofe, whofe fpeaking of it, with favour, 
will be a diredtion to others, how far they 
ftiiy dare to be pleas'd with it^ I am. 

Dear Si f J 
Tour tnofi obliged 

, And affeSlionate Servant. 

A. HiLt; 
fo David Mallet, Efqi 

DEAlt Sift, 

I Could not read your Epitaph^ on the 
death of Mr. Aikmafiy ^ter his fon, 
without a concern, that Was, at once, the 
ilrongeft, and the fincereft praife, I was 
capable of giving it — It is elegantly com- 
prehenfive, and fignificantly mournful ; and 
has a melancholy ftrength of tendernefs, 
tunning every where, thro' it. The turn 
of the laft line puts me in mind of fome- 

Ga thing 
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thing, I have, a thoufand times,^ been charm- 
ed with in a couplet, by Sir Henry Wotton^ 
upon the death of Sir Albertus Moreton^ and 
his Lady j written in the reign of King 
Charles thefirft. .. 

He, firfl deceased She, for a little, try'd 

To Hve without hun— lik'd it not, and dy'd* 

It is fo natural a tranfitioh, from King 
Charles the Jirjiy to the houfe of Montrofcy 
that this is the propereft place, in my let- 
ter, to exprefs my participation of your con- 
cern for my Lord Marquis'^ danger. I have 
heard. of great, and fudden cures, in far 
• gone confumlptions, from eiFed: of a very 
fimple remedy. A pint, to a quart a day of 
Coffee^ boil'd in Milky inftead of Water ; and 
taken, at pleafure, like other milk Coffee.-" 
Surprizing changes have been wrought in a 
fortnight, by . this humble recipe : And 1 
fhould be impertinent enough, to play the 
quack, and fend you a dofe of reafonings upon 
the operation, and its caufes , if I thought, 
that could prevail on you, to recommend the 
experiment. For it would pleafe me, to be 
a means of lengthening out the life of a Gra- 
ham, becaufe^ there have been deaths^ a- 
mong their anceftors, which deferve to make 
their pofterity, HtnmortaL 

I MUfit 
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I MUST tiot forget to thank you, for the 
proiriife of writing at length, upon your fto- 
ry of Gracchus : whatever fubjeft you write 
on, one would wifh you to write, at length, 
becaufe the hngefi^ of your letters, appear 
jborti when your friends receive them. 

Yotf R obfervation, on the complex names 
of* Tragedies, is, I think, a veryyw/? one 5 
and ought t?o determine me in reftoring that 
of Athelwold^ to mine. But the CafarSy 
Alexanders^ T'imoleonSy C^toSy are names^ fo 
noted, ill hrftpry, that they awaken expec- 
tation,, as the Euridices and Sophonijbas are 
fo mufical, in their founds, that they feem 
to befpeak ;our partiality, in their favour : 
and are, therefore, the propereft titles for 
Plays, for which they are the fubjedts ; 
whereas Athelwold^ being neither noted, 
nor founding enough, to carry fuch a 
weight of diftincftion, I was afraid, it might 
be neceflary, to point at fome meaning, in 
the title. 

I AM charm'd, by your generofity, iit 
haftening to offer an engagement, of your 
friends, in favour of this Tragedy — From 
moft other writers, it would have furpriz'd 

G 3 me. 



86 Originai Letters, 

me, but I cannot confent to your doing itt 
Referve all your influence for a Tragedy, 
in fupport of wliich, I dare fay, the wbok 
town will be of one mind, and find no rooni 
for repentance. As I leave the profit of 
mine, to the Flayers^ I have no other in- 
tereft, in its fuccefs on \h^ Jiage^ than the 
filly propenfity, we have to (hare an applaufe^ 
which we know t6 be blind -^ and tp value 
oiirfelves, upon being thought well of, by 
that multitude y of whofe tafie^ at the fam« 
time, we cannot fprbear to think defpicably^ 

The Play is defign'd to come on, before 
Chriftmas\ hutMrs Oldfield being dead, Mr^ 
Porter loji to the Jlagey and Mr, Bootb^ 
fcarce capable of adting this feafpn, I am at 
a lofs, how thefe charaders will be fuftain'd^ 
which they were to h?Lve reprefented. 

But, whatever may become of the cha-» 
rafters, ' in my Tragedy, there is one, in my 
life^ which I fhali always be careful tq 
in^intain, in its fuUeft fpirit, and it is that c£y^ 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour mo^ faithfully affedlionate 
And mofl t^edi^nt Servant, 

A. Hill, 
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^0 Mr. WiLKS* 

OB. 23, ,1731. 
S I R, 

IS E N D you a new copy of the Generous 
Traitor^ and beg the favour of you, to 
return mie the old one. I have added two, 
or three fcenes, in the third and fifth aAs, 
which, I believe, will have a ftrongcr efFeiQ: 
on an audience, than all the reft of the 
Play 5 hut I cannot allow myfclf the me- 
rit of this improvement, without coiifcfling, 
diat I owe it to a hint that Mr. Cibber gave 
me, for which I defire you to thank him, in 
my name 5 for I (halt think myfelf, unwor- 
thy the benefit of a good advice, if ever I 
grow weak enough, to be above the acknow- 
ledgement of it. 

I WISH, him, alfo, to know that I, now, 
mo longer, remember with 2l parent's animo- 
lity, the murder he committed on my Ept-- 
logue to Eurydice^ He ought, like his Cid^ 
to be forgiven ; becaufe his fervice was of 
fo much more importance, than his offence 
was. I only beg of him, for the future, 

O 4 t© 
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to fufpend the execution of any of my wri* 
tings, till I have agreed to his fentence. 

At Twittenbamy the other day, in dif- 
courfe with Mr Pope^ he was propofing the 
proper name, oi Athelwoldy as a better title, 
than ^e Generous Traitor : But, upon confi- 
dering fome reafons.for the contrary opini- 
on, it remain'd a matter of doubt, with us, 
which was beft, of the two. I wifh, you 
would be fo good, as to decide it. . 

There are many different reports,, con- 
cerning Mr Boothy and Mrs Porter: Pray 
oblige me, with your thoughts, in a line, 
with the copy 5 -.-^- will this Tragedy have 
the advantage of their ^<3ing in it ? 

As foon as the time draws near, I will 
fhew you, by a few light drawings, a beauti- 
ful, and no expenfive occafion, for a novelty 
in the old Saxon drefles : which will not 
only carry more propriety, than the moderny 
but an equal grace, with the Greek or 
Romany and may be form'd, upon their 
fpare ground-WQrk 5 yet, appear quite new 
to the audience. I am^ Sir, 

Tour mojl humble y 

^4 mqft obedient Servant y 

A. HjLL, 
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ToM-.WlLKS. 

•• o^: is, ■173 1. 

SIR, 

IS E N D you, herewith , the' fliado ws of 
a fet qf drefles for the Generous. Traitor. 
You'ihuft'not expedt drawings . *They' 
are, However, plainly enough mark'd, to 
giye "IdeitSy of their meaning : At leaft, they 
wllf, Wh^fl I have further explain d them to 
you^ Xyhich I fhdl fooh have ' the pleafufe 
of doing in perfon, - 

• ' LEOL TNy hecaufe a Briton^ ought not 
to have his habit Saxon all ; the reft have the 
authority of Verjiegatfs Antiquities^ for the 
ground-work]of their appearance; only I need 
not obferve to you, that fome Heigbtenirigs 
were neceffary, becaufe beauty muft be 
join'd to propriet^y where the decoration 
of the ftage, is the purpofe to be provided 
for. - 

For this reafon, ' too, I had regard to a 
contraji of colours, in the feveral parts of 
each perfon's drefs ; and in thofe of the 

whole number, with refpedt to their ap-r 
pearance, together. Thefe are little things, 
but I have often obferved that their efFeft is 
vot little, T® 
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To fay nothings as to impropriety ^ in the 
cuflotn of df effing characters 73 yi?r backy in 
///«^, after the common fafhions of our 
days, it y(^2ktn% probability ^ and cuts off, in 
great mcafure, what moji Jlrikes an . audi- 
ence I for it relaxes the pomp of Tragedy, 
and the generality, being led^ by theVy^, 
can conceive nothing extraordinary, where 
they fee nothing uncommon. . It is, alfo, 
worth notice, that a fine, natural Jhape^ re- 
ceives great advantage^ from a well-ima- 
gined turn of habit y and an aukward, un- 
natural one has an air^ that burlefques dig- 
nity without it* 

The FurrSy which you will obfervc 
pretty frequent, in the^^r^j, are a prime 
dijlinBioriy in the old Saxon habits ; and 

will have fomething of a grandeur y not 
without beauty : but they need not be red 

furrs — many cheap imitations will have the 
fame efFed:, at the diftance, they will be 
feen froipn. Moft other parts of the dreiSes 
may be compleated, by giving new ufes, 
to the old refcrves of your wardrobe ; for if I 

do not miftake, it is rather jancyy than ^x* 
pence y that does the bufmefs in thefe cafes* 

As 
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As to the coronetSy it was the cuftom of 
thofc times, for pcrfons- of high rank^ to 
wear them, upon common^ as well as extraor^ 
dinary occafions ; but they muft be diftin- 
guiflied, more .th&a. they are in the papers, 
to point out the different degrees ; and 
worn in a more becoming pofit^on, higher 
pff from the forehead, and a little leaning to 
one fide. There is an advantage will attend 
the ufe of their long^nglejeatbery beyond 
that of the plume ^^ It will be liglit, and may 
fap worp, throughout five afts, without 
warmth or inconvenience. 

I fhould chufe, for the re^fon I gave ypu^ 
in a former, to have the Phy cpme on in 
December j but will delay, if you pleaCe, to 
make a caji of the partSy till ^ter I have 
talked with you, on that fubjeft. For I 
would not, willingly, find your notions, in 
any thing, difagreeing with hisy who is, 
from his heart, 

Siry 

Tour moji humble 
^nd moji obedient Servant. 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. Pope. 

r 

051. 29, 173 1. 
Dear Sir, 

BEGINNING to fear, I ftiall not have, the 
plqafure of returning to Ricbmondy this 
feafon, I take the freedom of replacing A- 
thehvold in your hands^ with the fcenes I 
have added, lately. 



■> 4 



BuT/obferving Tome new^maxks of your 
pencil, ' in places, which you had formerly 
diftinguifhed, in the fame manner, I am o- 
bliged, (for fear, you fhould think me fond- 
er of niy follies than I really am) to confefs, 
that, when I altered all the reft of the places, 
I left thefe few-, as they were, becaufe my 
judgment could not, fo clearly as it wifhqd, 
fall in with your objedtions. 

In the firft, for inftance, inftead of — - 
fhorten your meant abfence— you would read 
it'— to make your abfence ^orftr. — Me- 
thinks, your corredtion intends but one fig- 
nification, that is— to make his abfence^^r^- 
er than he meant to make it. And, in that 
fenfe, it is exadtly the fame, as my own. 

But, 
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But, to make his abfence Jhortery is equivo- 
cal, and, therefore, not elegant. His abfence 
could not be jhorter^ than it was.—lt might 
h^Jhorter^ thzn ho intended it. 

If I am doubtful, too^ in your fccond ex- 
ception, againft wijhes, in the plural, I fhall 
have your fecond thoughts on my fide ; for 
Atbelwold had wanted delicacy, had he faid, 
that Ethelinda bleffed his wifh -, as if he had 
felt but oney only, which the ladies would 
have called a grofs one, unaccompanied with 
thofe politer, of partiality, tcndernofs, and 
confidence, from a miftrefs, who could Slefs 
him, in one general pofi!efl5ion, with all thofe 
different accomplifliments, he had wijhed 
Jory among women.. 

But, it would look, like growing ferious, 
upon a trifle, fhould I go on, in this manner, 
and expedl you to read all the reafons, I 
could give, in defence of the other places. 
And you will conclude, I have fuch as, I 
think, you would approve of 5 fince I fend 
you the Play, again, with all thofe places, 
unaltered. 

It is time to forbear perfccuting you, a- 
bout this Tragedy ; — It is to come on be- 
fore 
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fore Chrijimas : But, tho' you have girefi 
me leave, to tax your condefcciition with 
fome concern for its fuccefs, it will, I fcar^ 
be too much to wifli, you would recommend 
it to an affembly, or two, of the leaders, in 
parties of this nature, as a Play, to bfe aflfced 
for the benefit of the houfe, not the author ; 
who has no other intereft, in their en- 
couraging its reception, but the diftindfcion of 
having power to fleafcy at a time, when Tra- 
gedy, feems to have loft all its influence. 

Perhaps, this is too much for the Playj 
— ' I am fure, it is too much for the author i 
And, therefore, if you have dny reafon^ 
(which you may have, and I not apprehend 
it), why this would, in the leaft, be an im- 
proper ftep for you to take, I fliall, fincerely 
be pleafed, that you decline it. — • For I have 
better reafons, than any, which concern my- 
felf, to be. 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mojl affeSHonaUj 

And obedient Servant^ 

A. Hill* 

P. S. I long to hear when your Ethic piece 
is to be publifhed, fTd 



\ 
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To the Count efs oj Suffolk. 

0^/30, 173 1. 
Madam, 

MR. Pope has defired me to fend this 
Tragedy, in his name, to the Lady in 
the world, I fhould moft wijh to have it 
with, could any thing be found, in it, defer- 
ving the dlftinftion. 

It cannot be without delight, that I put 
Atbelwold into a hand, for which he would 
have been proud to give up Elfrid'S} if, in 
iifey I could have given him my fentimeirts, 
with the authority which his deatb has lent 
me. 

I HAVE no pretence to tax your conde- 
fcention, with any concern for thcfuccefs of 
this Play, or I fhould, mofl earneflly, wifh 
your vote in its favour 5 tho' I have na 
meaner interefl, in its good, or ill fortune, 
than the ambition of fomc power to pkaje. 

But, whatever reception it may meet 
wkh, from the public, it can nercr have 

bectt 
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been written in vain, fince Mr* Pope has 
partiality enough to believe, it will be agree- 
able to fuch a tafte, as the Countefs of Suf- 
JoJk'$j whofe fervant I have the honour to be, 

fFitb the utmoji Obedience^ 

And Devotion^ 

A. Hill. 



T'o Mr. WiLKS. 

iVtw. 4, 1731. 
SIR, 

I Was fo juftly charmed with the grace, 
and fpirit of your action, the ether night, 
at the Provoked Hujband, that I left the boXj 
convinced, beyond all queftion, there is no- 
thing in Athelwoldj that can break in upon 
a vigour, fo delightfully exifting. 

I 
Let me, therefore, before I caft the 

parts, on Monday ^ or T^uefday next, affure 

you, there are unexceptionable judges, fo 

far of my opinion, that it has, for fome days 

paft, been in my power to fee my defire w- 

forcedy from a hand, you could not refufe it 

to. But I would not hear of fuch a ftep ^ 

becaufe^ 
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lidecaufe, where ypur health is concerned, I 
would never forgive myfelf the fmalleft 
likelihood of impairing iti 

"Vet, 1 cannot help wifhing, I had {6 
touch influence with Mr. Wilks^ as to owe a 
change in his purpofe, to his own defire of 
obliging me, which the refpeft I have for 
him, allows me not to obtain^ from any will 
but his Gwn% , 

Would I could, before Monday^ receive^ 
the agreeable news, that you confent to 
charm the town, in a partj which I will 
ftake my credit on the great and unexpeded 
fucceis of, in your hands \ and which, both 
nature and art have fo marked you to he^ 
come^ and Xojhine in* 

But, if I am abfolutely denied this re^ 
beated foUicitationi let me forwarn you, not 
to be furprized, if I cajl it not to your ex* 
peiljition^ 

1 Agree with you, that Mr Mills would 
do it well. — Mr Mills is a great favourite of 
tnine ; and it mufl: be a difadvantage, I can* 
not think of, to caft Edgar into any hands 
Vw ^/j# That is a part, equal to Athelwold'sy 

H but 
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but of a different turn, and requires fuch i 
gracef ulneft of figure, as i&iV, together with 
that fuUnefs, elevation, and articulate clear<^ 
nefs of voice, vsrhich he is fo able to furnifh 
it with. 

The character dtEJgdr i&, hot, fiery^ im- 
patient, difdaittful, open, afld iniperibus. —• * 
And the voicey to reprefent thefe paffiofts, 
fhould be raifed, ftrong, ardent, &nd trium* 
phant. — Whereas, in Atbelwold, whofe cha- 
rafter is, tendernefs, with fpirit ; and dii^efs, 
with magiianinlity ; who is fdft, airy, aiflo 
rous,^ and aflBiftfed 5 tbert is re(|iiif fed 1 Mice, 
rather touching^ thdn filU; rathef J)lkfit> 
than lofty > ■^~ It fhould be plerchig, yet 
plaintive ; ifnpref5ve, yet bfokeh ; aftd 
flexible, tho' ftriking -•--»• fpiritdd, at once, 
and mournful. — It fhould rife and fall, like 
his pajfions j and rather lift, and deprefs the 

hearty than fill the eary with its eXadinrfs. 

« 

If (in cafe you perfift to refufc the part) 
it fhould be poffibje to fLnAfome perfiriy in 
the houfe, oi figure ztiy way tolerable, With 
a 'voice y that has not yet been exerted^ to dlfe 
natural extent . of its capacity, ~ the tontfifi 
will be very ftriking^ befWeen :Ae tti^jefiit: 
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energy iind roundnefs in Mr. Millsj and the 
broken, y<jt emphatkil varietyj in the fwells 
and finkingS of the other* ~ This will be 
difficult, I knows but, I believe, not unat- 
tainable } thcHigh it would charm me^ would 
you be fo good, as to fp^€ tnt the plini o£ 
feekxng sL 

I £topE5 1 im not to interpret your filence, 
on my iketcbes of the Saxm habits, as a 
mark of difinclination to drefe the Play* 
*^^ I cannot, for the reafon in my laft, en- 
tertain any dioughts of feeing it dreflbd in 
ihe modern manner 5 and, if you apprehend 
fiie habits, I propofe, to want ^autyy it arifes 
from my not having rightly exprefftd them^ 
in tfcofe papers* 

I otjGttir not to hatre preffed you, agaiii, 

on this fubjeft, of your adfcing Athelwoldi 
but, every time I fee you, I am furniihed 
With Tiew rdudaace to its being done by any 
body elfe.— The motive fhould, therefore, 
be an excufe for the trouble^ frorn^ 

.Jnd fnoji humble Servant ^ 
Ha A, HiL^. 
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7a Lord Tvrconnel. 

Nov. 22, 1731. 

Mr LoR0, 

WH I L E I was recolledling an un- 
paid acknowledgment, due, from 
the time of your Lordfliip's journey to Bel- 
toriy I am out of countenance, to perceive, by 
Mr. Savage^ how much further, you arc 
bringing me^ in debt, to your goodnefs. 

^ Your Lordship's inclination, to hear the 
Tragedy of Aibehvold^ muft be the tStGt of 
a kind opinion, which, I wifli, it may be 
thought to deferve.T— But your engaging i^ 
eonfiderable an affembly to be prefent^ ought 
to make me afraid, left the countenance you 
would give my Pky, involves your judg- 
ment, in a cenfure, that ought to reach but 
your generofity. . . ^ . • . 

I WILL ventu-re, however, to fubmit.it to 
your Lordfliip's candor ] firice honeft fenti- 
ments, I know, have a kind of claim to your 
approbation, never willingly refiifed, but to 
the ungrateful, or the defigning ; among 
whom wili hardly be found. A/V name, who 
has the honour to profefs himfelf. 

My Lord^ Tour^ ^c. 

A, Hill.* 



\ 
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T'o Mr. DODINGTO». 

Dec. 1 6, 173 1. 
SIR, 

YOU would wonder, if I (hould tell 
you, that this Tragedy pretends a ti- 
tle to your favour. 

It is that tide, whereby z/lrof^er^ whea 
ill uled, zmong foreigners J claims the fafe- 
guard of his countrymen's houfes. 

You are, too eminently, a poet, not to 
fcibrn the decifions of prejudice, or partiality 5 
and it is my iatisfa^ion, that, fhould . this 
Play be worth any thing, it will lie fafe^ i^ 
fuch clofets as yours, 

" Till party rage fhall droop, thro^ length 
of days, 

^^ And calumny be ripen'd into fraife»* 
J am^ Sir^ 

Tour moji obedient • 

And moJi humble Servant y 
H 3 A* HiLt. 
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5V Ij9rd T^RCONNEtt 

Dec. i6, 173 !• 
My Lord, 

AVer Y tfoublefome cold, got, at die r^ 
liearfal of thi^ trftg@dy, has prevented 
me, too long, from bringing my thanks to 
your Lordfliip, for the honour of your vifil^ 
and for th^t elegant obligation, I aoi under^i 
10 yovx genoro^, in ^vour of Atbehodd^ 

As to popular opinion, it is too light and 
cheap a difttn(^on» to give pkafure or patfiy 
10 the writer of any thing diat de&rves to 
be called Tragedy ; -^ And, I afTure your 
Lord&ip, I had rather it fhould move th« 
heart of one good man^ than the hands of a 
thoufand \ and, if any thing can be fincercr, 
than my contempt of its public reception, it 
is the concern I ihall feel, fhould it want 
power to touch your Lordfhip, when you 
allow it a private reading. X am. 

My Jjordy 

Tour h^rdjhifs moft obliged^ 
^d qbedient bumble Servant^ 

A. HiLi., 
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Tff Mr, Pope. 

IOuGWT, fijoner, to? have thanked you, 
for the pleafure ypu have given me, by 
that excellent letter to Lord Burlington. 
-- If the title had been Of Falfe Tajie^ would 

|| not have been properer ? 

W* h^y« Po^Uy whom hegtvun v^)f/i with 
.» Jf^^^, as well as plunters and builders.— r 
WhfUt pther iadwcepaeot coald provoke 
fome of them, to miftake your epiftolary 
f fiWK^on of numbers, for an involuntary 

4f &^ ia ypur verfilicatioo ? 

We have printers, too, of better tafie than 
morals J who //>J^ you fo well, that they can- 
not endure, you fhould be made a mono- 
poly.«^-The hawhr's wind is upon you, al- 
ruftdy 5 and your laA incenfe, to the mufes, 
2$ blowa about th« ftreets, in thinner, and 
lefs fragrant expanfi^n^. -^-r The pictures of 
yoer mnd^ like tlyofe oi ojher great men's 
inrjimfy Ji^^o be nwJtipUpd and extended, 
d^atwre may have you ^ whote l^gth, and 
In miniature. 

H 4 I SEND 
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I SEND you a piece, th^t is fafe enough, 
from this danger : — Atbelwold will have no-« 
thing to Jear^ from the pirates : I believe, 
I need not inform you, how it dragged itfelf 
along, for two lean nights, after the firft j 
as lame, and as wounded, as the fnake, ia 
your pocni — but, not half fo delightfully. 

It would be affedatlon, not modefly, to 
d?ny, that I am nettled at the monftrous re-^ 
ception which the town has given this Tra- 
gedy* — But, I find, there is a two-fold obli- 
gation, upon a tragic writer, if he would 
engage attention at our theatres. — He inuft 
make Audiences, as well as Plays.— He mnft 
become the folicitor of his own commenda- 
tion. — That is, in other words, if he defires 
to be knowny he muft deferve to be forgotten^ 

Bating the reverence, due to fafliion,-.^ 
this is putting the Poet upon the foot of the 
Prize-^figbter. — He muft not only fubmit 
himfelf to be wounded, for the public Diver^ 
JioTi, but muft alfo march about, with his 
drum, from one end of the town to the Or- 
ther, to ftir up fools curiojity, and draw tOr 
gether the company. 

I SHOULD 
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I SHOULD feel the livelieft indignation, 
upon fuch an occafion, as tjiis, in the caufe 
of another : But, as the cafe is my own, I 
think,-randyw//f,— and am fatisfied. — I had 
rather be negleBed, to my mortification^ than 
become popular y to my infamy. 

* 

. It is poflible, after all, that fome peffons 

of ranky and diftindtion to befpeak Plays, and 

compel audiences, maybe kind enough to 

jitbelwotdy to introduce him, now and then, 

into ciyiler company, for the fake of the 

Players. — It were a downright fhame, if 

thefe good people, who gave the Tragedy 

all Its merit, of fine dreiEng and fceneingj 

fhould be fufFered to lofe their money, while 

the good for nothing author, who was 

guilty of the dull part of the entertainment, 

has loft nothing, but his labour.— -rBut e^- 

notigh of this fubjed:. 

I HOPE the good lady, whofe illnefs haft- 
cned you home, found a recovery, in your 
return .^ — Who can blame her for miffing 
you, in a world, fo f(?w are like you ? — Be- 
lieve me, with much acknowledgment and 
e/leep, Dear Sir^ 

Tour faithful and obedient Servant y 

A. Hill. 
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^Q Mr. Pope. 

J^€c, as, 173 !• 

YO U R letter, <Jcar Sir, which I have 
this moment received, <x:cafions me a 
douUe pain. The fear^ which yours md$ 
imlh^ ought to give a beginmng to mine; 
becauTe I am, too fincerely, your fri$nd^ not 
to feel myfilf^ firft mov'd, by what . con- 
cerns yWy moft nearly. J hope, however, 
your jay^ for that good lady^s recovety> will 
be die next of your paffhm^ that wiU be 
touched, upon thi« occaiion. 

Concern I NO your Epifile^ it is qo woor- 
der, that die malice of a Utde herd of g^^ 
fiircrs, whom your wit has made your #^- 
mieSy would awaken a refentmcnt, of more 
confequence, than their own. They are 
glad to mifiakfy if they can make others mif- 
take ym : or, perhaps, they do not miiun- 
derftaidd you, thsmfelves^ but are copfcious, 
they muft feem to Mieve^ what they would 

fix on the belief of others. 

I Aitf doubtful, which of thefe is the 
cafe, bccaufe, I confefs, at the firft, and 

fecond 



ijscond reading, I was, myfelf, miftakenia 
your purpofe 5 and fell Into the general con- 
ftruddon, that has been put upon the dha-- 
raster of Timon 5 but upon ^ more delibc-^ 
rate examination of the particulars, difcern'd 
thofe difagreeing circumftances, which have • 
been remarked, for your juftification, with 
very good fuccefs, in yc^QtAscf^DailfsJcmr^ 
nal^ and thtDaily Poft-boy of Wednefday, by a 
hfmd^ mc^ able to 60 you juftice. 

That unguarded abfence oi caudon, 
which is a mark, by which one, may be Aire, 
a purpofe was cither angry w generwSt ha* 
prevented you from examining your piece, 
before it was publifli'd, with the (harpnefs 
of an eyCy that is watchful of occafion to Jlan" 
der J or, you would have forfeen, that the un- 
mcky name of Timofjy would be applied, a» 
it has fince been, from a prefent reverfe, (as i« 
reported* to the fplendor of that great man's 
fortune. This circumftance has not only 
belp'd on the miftake, but given it malig- 
nance, from a kind of pity, which fome, 
who hated his good fortune, from the good 
»fes he m^de of it, afFe<a now, to feel for 
his difappoJntments, 

TwA 
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Two or three odier Uieneffes concurred 
in the charader ; fuch as the hundred Jooi^ 

fiept ; the GOiQi oumber of his domeiticks, 
for fome years, at Canons. And the pomp 
ofthe chapel, and its muiick; for, whether 

jiggijbj or fokmn J never ffaruck the inquiry 
of a thoufand, who remembered the Duke's 
aiagnificence, chiefly, by that circumftance. 
And as to the manj un-refembling particii^- 
lars ; they are drown d, like the miAaken 
prediiftions, of eleven months, in an Alma- 
nack, where the events of the twelfth, 
come by chance, to be accomplifh'd. . 

I AM of opinion, that the Duke himfelf 
can never be among the iniilakers. It is 
with tdjiey as it is with genius i a man, who 
feels he has eitbery will never too lightly 
believe it is quejiionedy by another, whom he 
knows to poiTefs it. 

But, that it is a rule with me, to confi- 
dcr the letters, I receive from myjriends^ 
as their own property, Jlilly tho' trufted 
to my pojfe/jiony I could more efFe<5hially, 
convince^him, how be ought to tbinky by 
letting him fee, how you think, on this fub- 
J6^, in an eafy, undeiigning, natural indig- 

Aation,^ 



nation, exprefs*d in a private letter, than by 
all the moft laboured endeavours, of your- 
felf, or your friends mpublick. 

It cannot be difficult, to difpoflefs the 
town of a notion, whofe credit will gradu- 
ally die away, in proportion to the daily 
difcovery, that is made, of the malicious in- 
duftry, with which it was propagated : And 
I dare alTert, that your friends are too mai>y, 
and too fanguine, to let a flander be long- 
liv'dy that is levelled againfl: yoiiv gratitude-, 
I ufe this word by an authority, which I 
borrow from your own generofity, in the 
preface to your tranflation of the Iliad. I 
am fo plcas'd, to convef fe with you, any 
way, that I forgot, I have fcarce room to 
declare myfelf. 

Dear Sir^ 

^ Tour moji faithfully 
; Affi&ionate Servant, 

A. HlLLi 






IF in obedience to yotir commandsj I have 
done inju/lice to your meaning, your con- 
defcenfion muft take part in the cenfure, 
who ought to have remembered, in right of 
your own fine manner of thinkings that great 
fentiments, like great beauties, are (ttn^ 
moft to their advantage, when leaft covered 
with ornament* 

1 wotJLi) wifli you the diftinAion, which 
IS due to your merit, if that wilh were not, 
in fome meafure, a diftruft 6i thofe great 
qualities, you have given your great mafiy 
and for which (to maintain his claim) 1 
hope, he will give you an equivalent. I am. 

Sir, 

Tvur wftji? tSedient 

jind moft bumble Servant. 

A. HlLLii 
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>^- 5, 1732, 
SIR, 

IT H A N K you, for your two letters, 
and am very glad to hear, that Mr. Booth 
is fo much better ; tho' I have no inteteft 
in the Jicge, I know, and lovey its influence, 
too well, to bear without terror the leafi 
apprehenfion of its being forfaken, by llich 
a pro^y of its noblefl corner. 

I WILL be fure to write ibr you fuch a 
farce^ as Mr Booth defcrib^d : 1 will fet 
about it, tJie firfl leifure hour, and you fliall 
have it in a few days \ 1 had a thought^ 
that came into my head, laft night, that 
will take, into the compafs of an aft, Ac 
different humo»r and ftrength, ofHafle^iriy 
Mr Stcppelear^ Mifs Itaftor^ Mr Criffifiy and 
Mi: lHarpir ; And, to fay truth, one great 
caufe of want of fuccefs is, that things arc 
not, from time to time, prepared on pur- 
pofe to give occafion, Xofet tdjhmv^ the va- 
rious talents in the company. 

Here, it naturally con^s into my mind, 
what you write of Mr Cibber^ junior^ — ^that 
i»e feein*d xaqx^ pkas'd with your Tirigedy, 
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in general, than with the particular part o/ 
Gonfaho. Perhaps, this might be fo, at his 
firft hearing it read — But I know bis un-s 
derftanding, too welj, to fuppofc it poflible, 
he will continue, in that opinion, vtrhen he 
comes, himfelf, td read, and confidcr the 
charaderi I am, abfolutely, inMx Booth* s 
fentiment, that Gdnfaho'^ is the beft part, 
in the Play : At leaft, I am lure, it will ap- 
pear the moft glaring, in aSiipn j far the fpi- 
rit, and turn of it is, of a new caft^ iii Tfage^ 
dy, and will, infallibly, in Mr Cibber's hands, 
be the favourite char^def. To fay the 
truth, xho'he could adt well, either Gonjal^ 
*uo or Bellario^ nohoAy but be^ can do juftice 
to Gonfaho. Iii any other hand, the pecu- 
liar mixture of hunlouf, and levity, with 
high greatnefs> and dignity, would be funk 
'into bufconeryy or over-fwell'd into declama^ 
tion. * Pray, * when , you fee . hini, give my 
fervice to him, and tell him, I make it my 
requeft, that he will accept that part^ in 
your Tragedy. . , 

To return iagain,' to the farce — I obferve 

one thing, in your letter, which I think quite 

wrong^and that is the not adding it to the 

Play, till the iourth night- ' By this, you ex- 

pofe the fecond to the dangerof beinga thki 

one J 



. 
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in which cafe, the farce will feem tack*d to 
it afterwards, as I have feen a team to a 
fett of coach-horfes, to give'em ftrength 
to get out of the mire ; whereas all fuccefs 
is fecur'd, by laying in the bills for the very 
firft night. " To which will be added, Gfr. 
A new Farce, by the fame author, never 
afted before, by way oi epilogue to the Tra- 
gedy/' I defign to call it, the Maggoty from 
which you may venture to prophefy, it 
will not, at leaft, be dully tho' it fhould hap- 
pen to ht filly. 

I AM forry Mr Weaver's Pantomime is a 
ferious one. Befides, there muft, I fear, 
be a vifible impropriety, from the choice of 
the ftory. Peopfe will expert to fee 
the Goddeffes naked^ for, fo, Paris faw 
them J and the name of the Pantomime 
ought to be, a Pig in a Poke, if he pretends 
to jadge of their Jbapes^ thro' their ftaysy 
and their petticoats. 

Before I clofe my letter, what do you 
intend to do with the part of Belfort. I 
fuppofe you intend to give it to Mr Mills j 
I know, he will be very well received by 
the town ; but there is a diftrefs, . a heart- 
rending tendernefs — a weight, anda/e?w^- 

J thing 
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thing to be felt — which Mr Milk will no 
farther entei* into, than a Snail into a pave- 
went. He will throw it ofF^ with a good 
intelligible roundnefs of voice. But, as 
Belfort fays many things, which you did 
not intend fhould die on the eary I could 
wifti an impreffion like that of an engraver 
on copper j whereas that of fome a£lor$ is, 
like ftrokes, which we draw in water — 
they are no fooner made^ thsiXiJorgotten. 

What, if Mr Cibberyfenior^ would take 
upon him this part? as the walk would 
be new to him, it would be an encreafe to " 
his reputation ; for I am confident^ he could 
touch it in a ftrong, and natural perfedioa» 
and there will be no ftrain upon his voice; 
becaufe tho* the paffions are adive> they are 
all, of the fuffering fpecies. Try himi 
I am perfuaded, it will be of great feryice to 
your Play, and to the company. I am. 

Sir, 

Tour mojl obedient 

Humble Servant^ 

A. HiLi" 



^ 
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'to Mr Handel. 

Dec. 5, 1732. 
SIR, 

I Ought* fooner, to have! returned you 
my hearty thanks, for the filver ticket^ 
vhich has carried the obligation farther,, 
than to myfelf; for my daughters are, 
' both fuch lovers of muficif ^ that it is hard 
to fay, which of them is moft capable of 
being charm'd by the compofitions of Mf 
Handel. 

Having this occafion of troublittg yoii 
with a letter, I cannot forbear to tell you 
the earneftnefs of my wifhes, that, as you 
have tirade fuch coniiderable fleps towards 
it, already, you would let lis owe to your in- 
imitable geniils, the eftablifhipent of mufickj 
upon a foundation of good poetry ; where 
tjie excellence of the found fhould be no 
longer diflionour'd, by the poornefs of the 
fenfe it is chained to. 

My meaning is, that you would be refo- 
lute enough, to deliver us from our Italian 
bondage*, and demonftrate, that Englijh 1% 
foft enough for Opera, when composed by 

t a poets^ 
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poets, who know how to difllnguifli the 
Jweetnef$ of our tongue, from thcjirengtb of 
it, where the laft is lefs neceflary. 

I AM of opinion, that male and female 
voices may be found in this kingdom, ca- 
pable of every thing, that is requifite ; and, 
I am fure> a fpecies of dramatic Opera 
might be invented, that, by reconciling rea- 
ibn and dignity^ with muiick and fine ma- 
chinery, would charm the ear^, and hold 
faft the bearty together. 

Such an improvement muft, at once, be 
lafling, and profitable, to a very great de- 
gree 5 and would, infallibly, attra£): an uni- 
verfal regard, and encouragement. 

I AM £b much a ftranger to the nature 
of your prefent engagements, that. If what 
I have faid, fliould not happen to be fo 
prafticable, as I conceive it, you will have 
the goodnefs to impute it only to the zeal, 
with which I wifli you at the head of a 
defign, as folid, and unperifhable, as your 
mufick and memory. I am, 

Sir, 

Tour mofi obliged^ 

Andmojl bumble Servant^ 

A. Hill* 



I I 
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To Mr Booth, 

Dec. 22, 173J. 
SIR, 

TH E weight, which your r ecommen- 
datipn muft eyer > carry with it, de- 
termin'd me to do^ what you defir'd for 
Mr* FiSior, with^a difpatch, and a care, 
which have made him early enough for 

the flower of the feafon, and I hope ftroiig 
enough to be of fervice to the Coinpany j 

whofeprefent condition, by a concurrence 

of ill accidents, Is in the common Voice 

of the town, decl« d hopelefs. 



J I 



It is the fevereft of their misfprtuaes, 
that^^« are, yet, incapable of giving a new 
turn ,to the town's opinion. ' Troy would 
fall, did Ach!lks once determine to quit 
his Tent. Will you pardon the efFe<9: of 
a zeal for your intereft, if J afk you, whe- 
ther it could be of any ill confequence to 
yourfelf, to appear in fuch a Frologuey ^s 
is fit, . at fuch a time, for fuch a fpeaker ? 
Among a number of advantages, which 
might attend it, methinks, the following are 
obvious. 

1 3 Thje 
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I 

The Town would be obii^d^ to an \w^jl^ 
preffible degree : The contempt^ they begin 
to entertain of the company's fuppos'd weak^ 
nefs^ (for they defpair of your ever appfear- 
ing again,) would b? chang'd into a gene- 
ral partiality and berievaience. The Boxes 
would, nightly, hcful/y before fix o'dock 
for fear of not conung, in time, to Jee^nd 
hear Mr Bobtb. So, attentioh is fecur'd 
to the jfirit aft of the Play, and, in all like-? 
. liliood, a loiig run to the Tragedy, 

• 

Jf this fhould be fo, it ^*^efe the eafieft 
thing in the worM, io 'prepare, in that 
interval, litde fignificiini ilitdrludes of fing- 
ing, dancing, and harlequinades, confifting 
of a;s many A|fts, as tht flay's, and fticpeed- 
ing theni {the ASs) fegulariy, in fliort, 
apt failles, fo as to giV6 the fame force 
to your oldefl ftock Plays (which the i(mn 
lias as niuch, by hearty as the players) as 
if ttey were all, nenfOy aiid good ones. 

I DONT know whether I explain my-r 
felf enough by the Word, fignijicant : But 
my mfeaning is, that thefe little things 
jfhould have fpirit and purpofe\ and tho' 
they might be got ready, as; faft, as they can 

..... . . ...,, ^ 
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be wanted, or wifh'd for, yet, they fliould 
be fo contrived, as to contain the whok [co*- 
mick and mufical) firength of the company. 

I HEAR it, every where, complain'd of, 
that your light entertainments are deficient,- 
in point of fancy : and, in truth, it is evident, 
that it is not I ivi thefe cafes, the , expenfihe 
magmficence oi fcenery that does the bufin 
nefsj but a certain oddnefsy vivacity, and 
furprize, in the novelty of the contrivance, ; 

.. I AM running.intoalength,that Idid not 
intend : my only . purpofe being to ofFet;, 
to your thoughts, the hint of your a^pear- 
Jbj^ ia a Prologue '\ firft,. to awaken the 
town^ into new hope, that they may be pleaf- 
cd. again 'A Drury^hne \ and then continue, 
aftually, topkaje them, by fome fuch new 
Ipirit, as I have touch'd upon, in the turn 
of their entertainments. 

After this, I have, nothing to add, but 

that I inuji always be, what I always have 

been, 

Sir, 

liurjincereft fdffHreTy 

And moji vbedimt Servant^' 
» . ■ f ■ . ■ ■■ 

A. Hill. 



\ 
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^0 Mr Booth. 

T>€c. 25, 1732. 
5/2?, 

YO U cannot imagine, what pleafure it 
gives me, to fee you difpofed to re- 
member the fpirit of fulphur, which I fent 
you laft year. I have a pri^ate^ and a ptiblic 
regard f6r your health : The part I bear, in 
cv try good or ///, that concerns the man I am 
charmed by; and the obligation I am un- 
der, to concur with the wijhes of a people. 

It would give me pain, to be thought ca- 
pable of an unweigh'd advice, upon fuch an 
important occafion. But, it was evident, 
from what you told me, of your fymptoms, 
and, from what I obferved, when I looked 
on you, that, in order to ftrike at the root^ 
it mufl be necef&y to temper and fubdue 
a corrofive and acrimonious bile ; to the 
heat and excefs whereof, I impute your fe- 
ver, and its confe<}uences . 

If, in order to preferve health, the hiliousy 
and pancreatic juices, inuft operate, with a 
kind of balance of their contrary qualities, 

in 
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in the ad of digeftion ; the natural efFedt of 
a bile, too volatile, and exalted,, muft be an 
oyer-aftive ftrmulation, by which the ali- 
mentary fubftance, will be hurried into th^ 
blood, before digeftion is perfedted 5 reur 
dering it vifcid, and apt to ftick, and brin^ 
on obftrudionB- 

Henqi^ Jaundices^ and at long train of mif- 
chiefs ^ to remove all whichj by removing 
the caufe, fuch a generous aciJ^ as fpirit of 
fulphur, conveys to the deficient fide, an ea- 
fy and immediate afliftance ; and, by invi- 
gorating the languor of the pancreatic^ 
checks the acrimony ofthfe bilious Juice ; 
and fo, to talk with the faculty, the chyle be- 
comes laudable. 

* This prevents all increafe of the diftem- 
per ; but, to diflodge the clammy humours, 
which have been thrown upon the veflfels 

. already, I believe there is nothing fo eflfec- 
tual, or fo pleafant, as the ufe of fomefuch 
dilutent liquid, as the IJlington waters^ 
brought you frefti every morning. For 
that will temper the heat ; thin and cool the 
blood 3 and, by promoting excretion of all 

' kindsj foon, and fafely, difcharge the ob- 

• ftru&ion. 

As 



As to the Play^bmfey^vrhith \i fick of a 
tliftemper, lefs dangerous than yours, its 
€ure IB alio much tnort iafy. — Tho* Tragedy 
ife what ought to pleafe mo(l:--k id too provo^ 
Jcing a truth, that it docs n^t. ^ What have 
you therefore to do, but, with Ben Jobnftm^ 

Forbear, to giVe them *wbeat^ 
Since they* Will acorm e^ I 

It Is eafier, to invent ten. iahng Farces^ 
and Pantomimes, than plan the conducSt of 
one good Tragedy \ and, while, the fmalleft 
pains will be moft liberally paid for, why is 
not the force of your company (much 
ftrongeft, on this weak fide) exerted to its 
fuUeft capacity ? — You have dancers^ Jing-- 
ers^ painters^ comic aBors^ certainly fuperior 
to your Rivals ; but the defedt is, your en- 
tertainments, of this kind, are not enough o- 
riginals 5 they keep too imitative an eye upon 
pnc, who is, himfelf, but an impoftor of 
French buffoonery* 

Nuois adder e pendus^ fliould b^ the motto 
to a pantomime theatre; — I don*t mean^t 
that thefe light things fhould carry dulnefs^ 

infttad of weighty by too grave, or too fc- 

rioua 



rious a caft^^yet there ought to h^purpofe 
and point. It Is impoffible, that any man 
ihould laugh, with lefs pleafure, only be- 
caufe be has reafon^ as well as hufnour^ for 
laughing ; and were the tricks ol Harlequin 
connedted into a ihreaJ^ iiii the confequen- 
ces of iome ftory and defign, they might, 
undoubtedly, be more lively, more varibus, 
more extravagant, and Ijurprizing j and, yet^ 
give pleafure^ writhout Jhame 5 both which 
we now receive, together. Every little fan- 
cy affords occafipri, to join meaning with 
Jhow^ The pretty fcene of a bay-cart^ in 
your country revels (which has little effed:, 
as it is) might have given room for changes, 
odd whims^. and* extravagancies, to have 
kept the houfe in a roar, for eight or ten 
minutes, together, at an expence of ten 
or fifteen pounds only, — - The water-mill^ 
in one of your Pantomimes, is an inftance, 
how much, little, unexpeded oddnefles, can 
divert pur fafliionable audiences. 

In Ihort, were I concerned in your pa- 
tent, I Ihould think fome fuch fcheme as 
the following, moft likely to fecure the 
town's partiality, in favour of that com- 
pany, 
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As for new Plays, I fhould *wi{h, uiilefs 
they had a very diftinguifhing merit, never 
to bring on any : For, to what, but the fre- 
quency of vile ones, is it owing, that, in- 
ftead of a raifed expedation, people come 
malicioufly bent, to a new Play>, as depend- 
ing on the cuftomary nonfenfe. Whereas, 
in a theatre, where nothing but what, at 
leaft, deferves to fucceed, is admitted, ?t 
would foon become the mode, to exped 
pleafure at a new Play ; and the audiences 
would bring their good nature along with 
them, and leave their cat^calh behind them. 

The appetite of the public, being too de- 
praved for plain meats, (hould be humoured 
with feafonings zaAf pices : Fot which rea- 
fon, inftead of \tragedy^ they fhould have 
dramatic opera-, and, inftead of comedy, co^ 
mic opera. They ihould, every year, have 
an entire new pantomime, or two, ftrongly 
planed, and enlivened with as much humour, 
and as wanton a vein of gaiety, machinery, 
and bujile, as poffible ; — and the whole fo 
contrived, as to introduce aptly, (and not by 
head and fhoulders) all the ftrength of the 
company, as to finging, dancing, &c. in 
charader. 

If 
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If, in the intervals, between any two en- 
tertainments of this kind, there ihould arife 
a neccffity to play a round of the old Trage- 
dies, or Comedies, on the ftock, I fhould 
think it neceflary to re-inforce them, with 
auxiliary yircfi, and whimfical interludesy 
whereby to give them the influence of no- 
velty, and refrefh that fatiety^ which the 
town has fo many years complained of. 

There are fifty oUPJays, which have ne- 
ver been aiiedy in the memory of man ; and 
which (as they are) could never Jejerue to be 
revived ; which, yet, might, in a very little 
time, receive additions and alterations, to fit 
them for bringing on» either as dramatic, or 
as comic operas j and give them a probability 
of running, into applaufe, and doing infinite 
fervice to the company^ 

Nay, even a humourous fong, of fome 
length, and in charad:er, made and compo- 
sed to the tafte current, for Mrs Rafter and 
Stoppeleary might fometimes have, in a maa- 
ner, the effeft of an.intire entertainment. 

But why am I teaching Hannibal the art 
of "war ? — only becaufe it is ufual to lay a- 

fide 
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fide sill re/er'Ue, when in company With 
thofe, whofe inter efts we wifh *rell to ; and 
while I am writing to Mr* Boothy I am tali^ 
ing to him : It is, therefore, the lefsa won^ 
dery if I know not when to leave off.*-- 1 de^ 
figned to have writ, this morningi but have 
been prevented by company all day, ind it 
is now too late, to fend ;^ou the letter^ "till 
to-morrow. I will wifh you a good nighty 
though I am not within hearing % but I am 
always your moft conftant admirer, and 

Tour moft humble Servant * 



iftti 



T^o Mr Pope* 

Jan. 1 6, 1733* 
SIR, 

I Thank you, with a double pleafure, ^for 
the prefent of your Epiftlc, Qffbeujeof 
riches ; becaufe it brought me a proof, that 
you have good-ruature ^noii^gfa, to remem.*^ 
ber one, who muft hzvc/eimed upt to have 
deferved the diftindion. But my reafb? f<x 
not acknowledging, fooner, the due fenfe I 
have of many other £aivours, you have been 
fo obliging) as to intend me> Is, from an ocf 

caiionj 
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cafion, I have in view, of doing it very 
fliortly. 

I AM forry, 7^<? man of Rofs^ who is, fb 
beautifully, your tbeme^ is not, like the 
Thames to Sir John Denbamy your example 
alfo*— You will ftart, I make no doubt, at aa 
accufation you are fo unconfcious of defer- 
ving. — ^Yct, we know ourfelves too little ! 
and 1 muft, in fpite of my friendfhip, join 
the world, in its cenfure of this manifeft de- 
fed; in your condud, who cah fuppofe it 
fufficient, to fhake over us, now and then^ 
a thin fprinkling, from ftores fo inex- 
hauftibly rich and defirable ! 

I wifh you an increafe of happiaefs, and 
of biealtbi m this, and every new year ; and 



Sir, 



Tour moji faithful y 
And obidient Servanf, 



A. HiXL. 



To 
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7o Mr. Pope. 

May i6, 1733. 
Dear Sir, 

ICan -affure you, with great truth and 
pleafure, that I never pafs a day with- 
out thinking of you : And, but for this, 
I ftiould be afhamed to remember, how 
long it is fince I ought to have thanked 
you, for an imitation not to be imitated. I 
muft own, there is a fpirit, in the honeft vi- 
vacity of that piece, that charmed me to 
the fouL In your other writings, I am 
pleafed by the poet ; I am, here, in love 
with the man. 

I iVASi lately, looking among my papers, 
and met with the copy of fome lines, I fent 
you, five or fix years ago, from Newcajile^ 
in one of my journeys to Scotland ^^-^It was 
loofely, and negligently dreflfed 5 and, de- 
figning to let it be feen in the world, I have 
brulhed off the duft of the road, and, I 
wifli J could fay, made it fit for your re- 
ception; 

V 

In a converfation, a year or two fince, 
concerning the affairs qi the ftage, you told 

me. 



me, that there was a patent, in the hands of 
oiit of tht DavenaritSy of which no^ufe was 
made, and which you feem'd to think it 
eafy to procure an affignment of, 

Methink'S, this muft have been the 
Kitifgrew patent ; for that^ which was grant- 
ed to Sir William Davenant^ is the patent, 
under which Mr. Rich now ads. 

I SHOULD be very much obliged to you, 
for ah information,' of what you know, con- 
cerning this patent ; you fhall fhortly have 
my reafon for this curiofity in. 

Dear Sir^ Tours ^ &c. 

A. Hill. 
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T'o'Mr. HiGHMORE. 

THE late revolt of your mercenaries^ 
would, like all other fadtions^ have 
been inflamed, by too violent meafurcs 5 and 
encouraged, by apprehenfions, too manifefl : 
— r You have Jleeredy like an able pilot y be- 
tween' both thefe extreams > and the feafon, 

K allowing 
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allowing them a due time for refiedioo, wiU 
reduce things, I hope, to their old fituadon* 

In the interim, fince this accident has 
made you fo bufy, that I might not, per- 
haps, fo foon as I wifh, €njoy the pleafnre 
of your converfetion, I fhall write you my 
fentiments, and leave them to your judg- 
ment. 

I don't know, whether one ought to be 
moil diverted, or amazed, at that extraordi- 
nary conceit of the Players^^l'bat tbejiage has 
been fo highly improved^ find the Patent feU 
under their management. 

I CONSIDER no a(9ion of Sir Richard 
Steel* Sj with fo little regard for' his memory, 
as that lazy delegation^ fince he procured his 
authority upon pretences, diredly oppofite 
to the ufe he made of it, in an aflignment, 
fo unworthy the parade of his application. 
— To me, it fpcms an infult upon the com- 
mon fenfe of mankind, to fuffer thefe peo- 
ple to boaft of theif capacity for managing a 
Theatre, while they are giving prpafs to the 
jpublic, every night they appear, that they 
neither know how to judge^ or aSfy or fpeak^ 
' with 
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mihfo mud as tolerable propriety^ or the lea^ 
grace of decorum. 

Ir, to have furfdted the tofwn, with a 
chbaking fucceffion of abjurdities ; — if, to 
have drejfedj inftead of redrejjed^ Mr. Cibber^ 
jiiid his firing of rc'/w^'^/^i 3 — if, to confider 
the ne^ pieces, which are offered them, in 
mother light y than whether their authors 
will make inter eji to fupport them ; -- if, to 
reViv* fo few old ones, thit> like the French 
at an opera^ our audiences dre able to bear 
jpart with the adlors ; and, finally, if not to 
* have fbtind, ihade, or left, one promifing 
genius for the Jiage^ to fucceed to xk^Jame of 
foch notable inJlruSlors : ~ If thefe are the 
marks of a capacity ^ for direiling a ^heatre^ 
then, the Players have a title^ that can never 
be iftefiionedk 

BoT, i think, there is ho difimte^ out of 
Ibe neighbourhood of Cotoent Garden^ whe- 
ther the page ought to be in the hands 6f 
t^t^ who cdl themfelves aSlbrs^ or of 
iiieii, who are able to teach them, how, in^ 
deed^ ft> become aSiorSi --^ In the firjl cafe, 
the pafliality of human weaknefs, and va- 
Jiity, mufl:, and will ruin a coinpany. In 

K 2 the 
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the fecon J y fuppofing the requifite applica- 
tion, there can be no other objed:ion. ' 

It is needlefs to remark, to you, what 
an advantage it would be, to fettle a fcheme 
^of your campaign^ now your forces are at 
peace, in their quarters. But I would oflfer 
to your examination, how far the profits of 
the patent might be incrcafed, from a more 
vigorous proceeding, than has been cufto- 
mary, for about three months, before 
Chrilimas. . ' 

- That iirft part of the fcafon, being, na- 
• turally, the weakejij fhould, methinks, have 
the flrongefi fupport. I wonder, therefore, 
how the fafliion came up, to get ready no 
new entertainments, 'till about the beginning 
of "January. The town is full enough, and 
cool enough, before that'time of the year, 
to give all the enccmragemeht that can be 
wifhed, were there novelty enough in .the 
plays, tben^ brought pn, and merit enoughj in 
the aSiing of them, to attrad: and- reward 
curiofity. It were fuperflvious, to add one 
inference, which n^uft neceflarily be 4rawi>, 
. as to what might be expedted, in the • hart 
, of the feafon, when your very opening. fKdl 
have given fo unufijal a talle to the public. 

It 
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' It is true, it would be dij9icdit to procure 
any iiock ' of . pramjirlg pieces, fince authors- 
do not chufe to have them brought on, in? 
that eatly feafon, bec'aufe, 'till their friends 
are all in town> their benefits may be liable 
to fufFer : Biit, in this cafe, I could recom- 
mend an expedient^ having feveral fine old 
Plays, properly alteied, together with acon-^ 
fiderable variety oi new^ and humorous txK 
tertainpfients, in my.hands.— Partof the pr^* 
paration I have been making .i& long whife,^ 
with defign to attempt a new 'Theatre ; but 
I. have poftponed that defign; with iriten- 
tioni againft next feafon, to purchafe fome 
ih^re in the patent,' about wJiich, M.v':ViSio$^ 
tells me, you have no exception to my 
treating with the L^^/Vi. 

If you pleafe, therefore, I will execute a 
fcheme for your company, from the open- 
ing, to Chriftmas next, without any benefit, 
confideration, or claim, of any kind, further 
than a fourth part of the clear profits, 
which fhall be made, during that time, for 
the patent s and, as to apprehenfions of lofs, 
I will indemnify you againft any, by making 
it up, as faft as it happens. 

K3 An 
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An agreement, that is founded on fuch a 
propofal as this, requiring no change of 
property, may be prefently made, and every 
party concerned (unlefs I ftrangely deceive 
myfelf) find an intercft in it, without ha- 
zard. As to your deferters^ if they return, 
they too, I believe, will find it to their be- 
nefit. — If they refufe, they will have the 
mortification to fee themfelves lefs neceflary, 
than they imagine ; and the patent fupport- 
^d, at leaft, as efifeftually) as with them^ 

If you favour me, with your con^rurrence 
to this propofal, it will be eafy to fettle 
meafures, for carrying it into execution^ afiier 
% conference, or two, between yourfelf and, 



Sir, 



lour m^ bunAlf, 

And obedient Servant y 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. B jt. 

Dear Sir, 

TH E good news, that you are reco- 
vering .your ftrength, hafi given me 
fo fincere a pleafure, that, infteadof ^^^'i^ 
a congratulation, I might expedt to receiw, 
imeupon it. 

As the way, to keep health, 'when you 
have trained ^it, is, by a mixtiure ditempe^ 
ranee and exercife ; the firft of which you 
arc fufficiently furniflicd with lA yourfclf, 
it ought to be the endeavour of yow friemity 
to draw you into the iajiy by a pkrf to in- 
volve you in bufinefi. 

You have heard of the defign, which I 
have now in hand, oieftabtijhing an academu 
calTbeatre^for imprwing the tafte bfthefiagiy 
and training up ymng aBors and aBreJfes^for 
thefupply oj the Patent Theatres. 60 runs the 
declaration, with a view, to obviate the ma- 
lice and oppofition of the other houfes, and 
their patrons. I have, in a manner, the 
whole company^ already formed, and can^ 

K 4 I believe. 
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I believe, be in a readinefs to open, by the 
beginning.of November^ at fartheft ^ with a 
race of PlayS and ' Erifertainments, fo new 
in themfelves, and the manner in which 
they will -be adlcd, that the fuccefs will, I 

think, be injured by the novelty, 

"*- ■ • 

I AMc^er^da patent, on condition of 
paying a confideration of 40Q /; pervmnum. 
But, juft is I was goingl to clofe, with ihis 
offer, it occurred to my thoughts, ^Imiyou 
may eafily make intereft, to obtain a licence ^ 
during plefiiure, which wall do the bufihefs, 
as well as a patent^ with this confidcrable 

jdifferehcei in its favour,' — that the four 
hundred pounds per annum will, inftead of 
being loft, lipon a peJrfon who defer ves no 

- regard, n^ake eafy the life of my JriendyWho 
is intitled to all my good wiihes. .. 

Are you yXfr^, you can get this done? 

— If you can, I will take no meafurcs, 'till I 

have talked with you upon it. In the mean 

•time, I will bqefly hint to you, the fcheme 

I intend to proceed by. 

* * I 

V 

In the firft, place, I ihallpublifh, and get 
put into all proper hands, a pamphlet ex- 
plaining the defign, and 'pby it deferves en- 
couragement. 
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• conr agemkki-- M the • next • plaee; J- ^fliall 
j^ropofC'k fC^fGription, for fix nlgbif^^''' t6 a 
'Tragedy^ arid a fafliioniableibllyi in the rear 
: of it, by jwajj^iofi tfihly whethei? the cmrj^my 
and defign are worth ^toWageing; or bcV; 
fubmitting the grant^.qr refufal of the li- 
cence, to the publib' effedt ' of thofe fix 
nights, : apbti '^^he opinioji- of the town in 
general. 



V..- ; » , , » - 



.. jTHiaife a condition, that will make it im- 
poflible for my Lord Chamberlain, to throw 
any rtrtr-in'the way &fnche licence; which 
may then?l2Hp obtained with more facility. 



I. J ^'*- ■* 



And, becaufe, in al^l ^ents, ypUyihall.bc 
iure'af not wafting yoi|r time., ,if. vpu'tKiiik 
'y<5u can procure fuch a fubfcfiptionV.far ^ 
nights, (for Volt air e\ Zara) you fhaU/hayje 
half the profits, which may be very confi- 
derable, exclufive of . the four hundred 
pounds per anhum^iox^^ licence, which is 
to be procured afterward. 



\ ■ . r 
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Thus I have given you a fhort fchemc 
of my intention, which, I hope, may con- 
tribute, in fome meafure, to the lafl:ing hap- 
pinefs Iwifh you. Be fo good, to confider, 

what 



what you judge your intereft able to do in 
at 3 and, if you are fure you c^n do it, tell 
me fo, in but two lines, and there is no o- 
ther perfon, in the world, fhall be digught 
of, in this affair, by. 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour moji dffeStknate^ 

And obedient Servant ^ 

A. Hill. 
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Madam, 

1 

NATURE is fo much your friend, that 
you want but the affiftance of Art^ 
to make that beauty ftrong and piercing, 
which, already^ is fo foft and plealing. 

The prefent condition of the ftage, af- 
fords a lucky opportunity, for fuch a perfon ^ 
as Mifs — — — - would fhe put on foul and, 
pqffion^ to tranfport us, with a kind of new 
creation. 



The moft finijQhied beauty, without the 
force and fpirit that ihould animate the 

ftage. 
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0;age, can no more be called an adlrefs, than 
the piiSture of Q fire can be faid to burn: ~ 
The cqIpw$ ^/^w, *tis true> and pleefe us, ^bj' 
their brightmfs 5 but we neither feel the 
i>04t of the flaqacj nor fee it varied, by 

fBOtion? • - ' 

... .... ^ / 

I LEARN it from yonv Jorm ; I fea^ it 
in your eye ; I know it in your power ; that 
we fhall, one day, fee you, as remarkably, 
the ftage's glory y as you are now its orna^ 
ment. Allow me, therefore, to contribute a 
few hints, againft this evening 5 having 
heard, but yefterday, diat you are then to 
appear, the firft time, in the eharaftcr of 
Jtminda. 

It would be of infinite advantage, could 
you, without ftraining your voice, raifc it a 
little higher ; and, by a weight upon the fig- 
nificant words, make it flower, more difr- 
tind:, and articulate. — The way to do this, 
is, to make ufe oi paufes^ in all proper plar- 
ces : For, without thofc reftings, our under^ 
ftanding, wanting time to receive impref- 
fions from the ear, retains, but defe<Stively, 
the image of the meaning, being continually 
hurried forward, to a new idea, while the 

cldh unformed and imperfedt. 

The 
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The a6tor, who paufes judkrioufly, will, 
be fure to appear in earneft, like the con- 
ceiver of what he utters ; whereas, without 
paufing, the words, arifing too faft for the 
thought, demonftrate him but a repeater of 
what he fhould feem to invent, before he 
cxpreffes iL 



'» .• 
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Pauses have ftill this further advan- 
tage, that, by their 'help, 'an alitor may take 
breath, and rife ilronger, • and ftronger — 
nevifir ftraining his voicey beyond its natural 
cx)mpafs *, and yet, havfe force aiid elevation 
to fbake the hearts of his hearers, 

I HAVE inclofed fo much of a printed co- 
py, as contains the whole part of Imoinda^ 
.and liiark'd, with a ftar, the propereft places 
for paufing ; to which I will only add, that 
the meafure of time, in a paufe, fhould vary 
according to the fenfe. But it will, in ge- 
neral, be enough to reft, as long as might 
fuffice, to pronounce fuch a word as power. 
~ I have drawn a few lines thus^ under pla- 
ces where the voice is to be ftrong, high, 
and emphatical. 

From 
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From your manner q£ freaking ^ I come 
to your manner of looking ; which, in the 
ufuaifenfe of the word, it is not poffible for 
you to improve, beyond its prefent perfec- 
tion. But, I mean not the face, but the 
pajjiom which jQiouldappear in it. You will 
find, if you put on a melancholy look, your 
voice will naturally found forrowful : A 
joyful look will give a lively found to the 
voice : And if, v^^hen you mean to be an- 
gry, you ihould fpeak with a ferene coun- 
tenance, y!wr voice would not exprefs an- 
ger, but affeSl it ; — and fo fail to move the 
paflion, you intend to excite in us. 

Under this head, permit me, to caution 
you againft relaxing, and becoming languid 
and unconcerned, as foon as you have done 
fpeaking. The quite contrary way, of at- 
tending to what is anfwered, as if you really 
were Imoinda^ and felt, not aAed, her hopes, 
fears and diftrejfTes, will charm and engage 
an audience the more^ as it is fcarce ever 
pradifed. — For the fame reafon, though no 
face is fhown, fo much to its advantage as 
yours^ it would be proper to refufe us that 
pleafure, for another, which will arife, fron^ 
our obfcrving your eye, kept fixed upon t\^ 

pcrfon'S; 
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perfon s, who is fpeaking to you, or to 
whom you are fpeaking. 

After the "voice^ ind the bok^ I have 
room to add but a word or two, about move-^ 
ment and aSlim. A fhape, fo filiiflied a« 
yours, has all the reafon, in the worlds to 
take it ill, that you endeavour to conceal it. 
Pleafe, therefore, to extend your i^rms, with 
an opener freedom, as often as it is necefla-^ 
rv. — Remember^ what efFedk it has in fo- 
lemn dances,— It gives a grandeur, a grace, 
and fignificance, to the air ^ and wis, in 4 
manner, the chief fecret of Mrs. Porter^ ift 
tragical attitudes ; as it is now of inexpreffi- 
ble advantage to Mifs Rafter y in Comic ones* 

So too, the Steps £hould be flow, fbft, and 
ftately; nothing limited, or confined, but 
every gefture, natural and animated « Your 
modejiy (hould be quickened with Jpirity and 
yoMT freedom correded hyfweetnefs. It will, 
I confefs, be exchanging to your Idfs ; but 
you muft go out oiyotirfelfy into the perfoii 
of Imoinda. 

I AM fenfible, that the time^ as well as 

the hints, will be fliort ; but I was not foon 

enough informed, to be fuller 5 and am not 

without 
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without hope, that this littlb may be of 
fome fmall fervice, if you add the afliftance 
of your own difcernment, and rpflcdlion, 
to the deficient endeavours of. 

Tour moft obedient 
Humble Servant^ 

A. Hill. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Madam 

XJ AviNG wanted room in the clofe of 
my letter, to explain, how freedom, 
and opennefs of adtion, contributed the 
chief beauty, to thofc paflionate attitudes, 
for which Mrs Porter was fo happily re- 
markable, I add this flip, by way of pofl- 
,cript, to give one inftance of ray meaning, 
out of the part oilmoinda. 

In the 84 page of the inclos'd printed 
iheets, Imoinda'^ joy for her efcape from 
the governor, is interrupted by her huf- 
baad's pointing out to her the dead body 

of 
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of Ahoan : upon which fhe cries out in a 
fudden fiirprize, Aboan L 

This fingle word would have afforded 

Mrs Porter an occafion, of. forcing tears, 
from the moft knowing part of the audience, 

and a thunder of .applaufe from the moft 
numerous. 






She would, fir ft, have worn upon her 
face, an eafy look of joy, theeffeft of her 
efcape to her huflband ; but fhe would have 
chang'd it, ipto a look of appreljenfion, and 
concern, upon obferving Oroonoko's expreffi- 
on, that, 

" There's, now, no further ufe of words I 

Next, upon his talking bf death, and 
pointing to Aboan s body, fhe would have 
aiTom'd a mor6 earneft fiar, and, catching 
off her eye from her hujband^ look'd afide 
for the body 3 and advanc'd toward it, with 
her face bent upon it, and her hands 
a little rais'd, in fign of the pity, fhe 
felt, at fight of fuch a barbarity, tho* not 
yet, imagining, that it was one fo dear to 

her hulband, as Aboan. 

I 

Bur 



Original Letters. 145 

. But, \srhile fhe bends over the body, fhc 
diicerns whofe it is ; and ftarting back with 
aftoniftiment, apd horror, throws out her 
arms, to their utmoft extent, and, at the 
iaihe inftant of time, cries out, with a voice, 
raised iflto wonder^ and ^^^»y— Aboan ! as if 
flie would have added. Is it be. The man, 
fo near to you ? fo loving, and fo lov*d, by 
you ? 

In the fame moment recolledling, that Q* 
roonoko^lf^tc muft, in all likelihood, be nexf^ 
The horror of that conception roots her 

feet to the Jfage ^Yet, fhe forces herfelf 

half round, toward her hufband, and, with 
her arms flill flretch-d wide out, looks at 
him with a fpeechlefs, imploring, diflrac- 
tion of countenance; fomctimes, turning 
her eye to Aboaii% body, and then back upon 
brconokdy till the fenfe of what flie appre- 
hends, throws her lips^ arms^ ^vAframe^ in- 
to a tremblings that miifl touch every heart, 
in the audience. 

I NE^ED not add the neceffity, there would 
be, to prevent interruption frbm the per- 
fon, who adts Orooneko^ by preparing hipi to 
be filent^ till the end of the aSim. 

L 
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Dear Sir, 

» 

I Received your letter with a gFeat deal of 
pleafurc; and came to town, time e- 
nough to fee Mifs H-^ — y^ in the beft part 
oi Imoinda. 

I HAD heard the day before, that fhe waa 
to perform it ; and, in order to do her all 
the fervice in my power, difpatch'd a fcrvant 
tp town, on purpofe, yefterday morning, 
with a letter to her, cantaining, the beft, 
and moft obvious, g^iuerial hints, which it 
was either proper, or .pradicable, to give 
her, at fach a difbance, and fo fhort a warn* 

I can't fay, fhe anfwer^d the hopes, Ihad 
conceived of her; fhefpoke with too low, and 
faint a voice ; and look'd and mcyvdy with too 
little force : But of this I am fure, that, if 
her voice is not, naturally^ too weak (which 
I find, is every body's opinion) it will be ea- 
fy enough, to infpirit her motion and gc- 
flure : But it mufl be done, not by written 
but /»^^fy&»i}/ inflru4^ons. 



I • 



I WOULD 



: I woutix Kayc given a good deal, tp 
have known, . but a fortnight before, tha^ 
/he was to appear, in that charadter : It 
is 9 terrible misfortune to the houfe, that 
nothing is fo little thought of, as improving 
che natural capacities of the allots ; where- 
as, you know very well, that the greateft, 
and moft accojnplifli'd orators of antiquity, 
bodi thought it necefTary, and fubmitted, 
with pleafure, to feek the advice, and opi- 
4iton of their friends, beforte they becamf^ 
.able to fhine in their j^rofeinon. 

By the Play, which I now fend you a 
x:opy of, you will fee, that the part of Z6ir(i 
is ffll'd with the ftrongeft, and moft (hir 
nxtigpajjiom : And nothing is more certain 
than that, (could Mifs H ■■ \ Spirit fuit 
it, as aptly, as her figure) it would raife her 
at once, to the fame of a capital aftrefs ; 
whereas, fhould I cafi her into that part, 
and her modefty and diffidence hot allow her 
to exert hcrfclf in it, as' (he ought, it 
wouJd hurt not only the Piay^ but Mifs 
H-— *s own itaerefi^ 

I happen'd to fit near Lord Gr; — ge^ at 
the Play, and was curious to . oiferve him ; 

L 2 as 
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as he is known to have a partiality, for the 
perfon of this lady; and I own, I was charm*- 
ed with a beautiful firuggle^ which I dif- 
cern^d^ betwixt \i\%jiulgment^ and his tender^ 
nefs. He would not, openly applaud a per- 
formance, which wais fainter^ than he 
nvijh^d it : Yet, his bumanifyhrokt out upon 
^vcry occafion, where his reajbn could catch 
a motive for defending her : And one lime 
in particular, when, in the height of that 
diftrefsful fcene, in the laft adt, feveral gen- 
tlemen, in the boxes, laughed aloud at ano- 
ther gentleman's tearSy in the houfe (which, 
by the bye was a niirth of a ifayage original) 
Lord G — ge^ apprehenfive for the Lady, 
cried out with a concern, that pleased me 
more than the Play, — " Tou Jhould not 
laugh Jo loud^ becaufe the people upon the ft age 
will fuppo fey they are adiing ridiculoujly. 

I AM very glad, you arercfolv*d to do 
every thing, in your power, to raife a popu-^ 
lar intereft, for fupport of this Tragedy. 
:One ought to bluih for the nation, where 
inch, 2l preparation is htcoxxiQ nece£ary i But 
OUT minds y are like ^r^ men's JiomacAsy too 
weak, to digeft what is not minced, and put 
into our mouthsy by thofe, whofe tajie muft 
pr'cfcribc for us. I am greatly delighted to 

hear 
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hear how fail you recover, which is but 
one of the many good wiihes, you are en«- 
titled to, from the afie^on of, 

Dear St'r, 

TQur mofi obedient^ 

And mofi bumble^ Servant^ 

A. Hill. 



0^.15,1733. 
Madam, 

TH OV it is impoffible, that you fhould 
be fo dead to a fenfe of your own 
charms, as not to think me very impertinent, 
when I tell you, I was not fo much pleas'd 
as I expeded to be, with your performance 
of Imoinda : Yet, I dare truft your mind, 
againil your heart, fo far as to depend on 
your pardoning the great defire I have, to 
hear every body calJ yon ^fineABrefSyZ,% fin- 
cerely as they own you ^fine Woman. 

That you are the lajt^ to a very charm- 
ing degree, was, I dare fwear, the opinion 
of every gendemah, then, prefent : Yet, 
they fufFer'd you to go thro* that part with- 

L 3 out 
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but notice or applaufe^ in the very hhom of 
yonvycutbj and the triumpb of your beauty. 

It was in nobody's power, but your own, 
to have made this pqffiblt — ^Had you per- 
mitted your modefij^ to have enliven*d itfelf 
with fnajefty : Had you thrown Jpirit into 
your voice^ ^nApaJJwn into your motion^ there 
bad l)een a houfe-fiill of Oroomko^ ^ and 
every body in the audience, would have 
wifh'd to Jie for Imoinda. 

It were fafeft^ I confefs, to leaye you 
in the veil^ which your hwmUty has thrown 
over your influence : And it is Kttfc better 
than a plot^ againft the quiet of the public, 
to lend ambition to a conqueror, who h 
willing to forget, or negled her own pow- 
er. But, tho' you are angry widi Ac W/a/, 
while it is difcompbfing^ you in a Journey ^ 
yet, you, forgive it very willingly, when you 
perceive, it has blown away the chads^ 
that intercepted the Suiv-Jhine. 

I TROUBLE you, therefore, once more, 
with my defire, that you will bellow a little 
time and diought, upon -the beauties which 
you may a fume : you are fo unwilling to 
remember tbofey you have in your p^jff^if^i 
a - that 



tiist you owe yourfetf, by way of bg^aqc^ , 
a 4<MblG coneem for tbpff > yQU ariC tp ]b(e 

Jp ycHi pleafes ^«r b^ing CQiifidere4 
the abflrad, which J iqclofe, to apply ite 
rules to the fpeech I have added, accord- 
ing to the marginal notices^ you will find 
there is not half the difficulty, you may 
have apprehended, in tlie flitdy of an art, 
which nature has fb form'd you for fhin- 
iBg ip* 

I AM far from wondering, that I faw not 
the whole efFeft of thofe bints, which were 
&iit yo^i but juft before you appear'd on tne 
ftage, that evening : I rather think it won-> 
:derful, you could fp (bon, aad fo judiciouily 
apply, as I faw you ^id, the remarks, relatiiig 
to Patifes, and Emphi^s. Whajt £bems moH 
to be wifh'd, is a fuller, s^bA more pom- 
pous, dwelling on your words in Tragedy ; 
and a more diftindt> aad higher elevation 
of your voice, which is too fweet;» to Icavp 
us fatisfied with fo little of it, 9S you gene- 
rally give us. 

If you are weary of tbefe troublefomc 
•dvipeS) you have but pne w$ty to avoid 

L 4 them % 
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them ; ahd that is, to difregard and neg* 
left them : j^For, if I obfcrve^ that they arc 
of any advantage toybu, I am fb fond of 
contributing to your intereft and diftindion^ 
that the Lord knows what perfecutron you 
may not cxpe<ft, from, 

r 

Madam. 

Ttnir moji' Obedient y 

Humble Servant. : 

A. HiLLi 



0£f. 19, 1733- 
SIR, 

OBSERVING, in' the bills to-day, that 
Torrifmond is to be a£ted by you, fo 
much fooner than I expedled 5 and rememi^ 
bering the requeft you made me, at the 
houfe, I chufe rather to mark the part, in 
more hafte than I could have wiflied, than 
mifs this opportunity of doing you, I hope> 
fome little fervice. 

I don't know what reafons the friends 
of another houfe may have, for fupport of 
their partiality $ but;^ for my part, I have 

two 
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two ftrong motives, for contributing, every 
way in my power, to the foeccfs of Drury^ 
Lane Theatre. I know that you have more 
natural merit than your rivals ; and every 
body knows that you have more enemies, 
and more modefty. 

If you will pardon my freedom, for 
putting you in mind of an improvement, 
which you need only remember^ and you 
will attatriy I would wifh to fee you af- 
fume thatgracefulnefs, weight, and eafinefs» 
which muft follow, from your keeping a 
more raifed eye j and creft, yet eafy, neck ; 
— It will add nature to your meanings^ and 
majejiy to your wordsy and your aSiions ; 
whereas the contrary practice gives the ap- 
pearance of levity -, lofes the noble opennefs 
jof the breaft j and contributes to fcatter and 
confound the voice j much of which it 
throws inward, from the audience. 

I TAKE the knowledge of the pajjiom to be 
the only thing neceffary, to make ^.fmijlied 
aSiory where the voicCy and the fgurey have 
fuch advantages, as you are poflefled of; 
and I have pointed them out as diftindly, as 
I had room to do it, in the marginal blanks 

of 
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ef tbc Play, which I, herewith, .fcB4 JQJS j 
to which I have added (beiides .lixie$ under 
the emphatical words) Ikde ilrokes, in thk 
Hiam^er, \ in the ^aces, where paufiifg is 
prc^r : Firft, for the &ke of the ienfe i 
and next, for zfaving to the voice, which 
will always, by that help, be able to main- 
tain its^ilrengdi, and efcape thofe unple^&ig 
€racisy which are^ elfe, fo frequent> md un«' 
avoidable* 

As to aSfioriy its excefs, either way, is, t 
tiunk> equally faulty ; but of this, I am 
fure^ that the changes of the paffions being 
once found and felt, the proper movements 
of the body nsufl be the neceflary confe- 
^pence» 

It will be needlels to obferve to yoa, 
that Torrifmond's charafter is diftinguiflicd 
by a fpirited foftnefs, a genteeU mafculine 
tendernefsy that, at once, polifhcs and fires 
him — His way of jiepping and aSiingj 
Aerefore, (if I am not miftaken) would be 
moft naturally hit, by a gentle, majeftic 
ftatelincfs, every where animated and ftrong, 
but never light, or unballanced. 



If 
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If ajoy thing I have herein done, (tnSi 
contribute to increafe that expe(!^tion> the 
town, is beginning to conceive in your fa- 
vour, it will give me a very great pleafure 5 
for you have all the good wi{hes of^ 



Sir, 



Tour tnojl bumble Servant , 

A. Hill. 



OSt. 24, 1733. 
SIR, 

IF I had not been very much engaged, 
for thefe two or three days paft, I (hould 
fooner have informed you, diat you pleafed 
mc extremely, in Tvrrifmond 5 and, left fay- 
ing this ihould be too little, because you 
muft have obferved, that you pleafed every 
body, I will add, that you convinced mc, 
at the fame time, that you have the genius 
of an aftor, and are born to fliine in the 
bufinefs. 

For this reafon, it will give me a plea- 
fure, to contribute all the hints I am capa- 
ble of^ to ailift fo rifing a merit i and, if 

you 



156 OriginaI Lettbrs; 

you arc to adl the Earl of EJfeXy which, I 
hear, is coming on, I will interleaf joxxt 
part, if you fend it me, and make room for 
the neceflary notes upon the paffiom. — I 
will do the fame for Hamlet^ if it comes into 
your hands, as I hope it foon will ; for I have 
told Mr. Higbmore^ I will undertake for 
your appearing, with honour, in that cha- 
rader^ 

I CONFESS, I was agreeably furprized, to 
fee you,tat the firft eflay, rife fo touchingly 
out of a lightriefs, that cuftom, want of re- 
fledion, and the volatile turn of your (pints, 
had made habitual to your pra<^ce. I ex- 
peAed it would be a work, at leail, of fome 
time 5 but you prevented my hopes at once ; 
afiiimed a weight, a fignificance, and a ma- 
jefty, which made us not only tbink^ but 
warmly /^^/ you, a good ac^or. 

I WILL venture to prophecy, diat, when- 
ever you can forget an audience, you will 
charm them ; it is fb cafily in your power to 
affume, and be affumed by the charader, 
that I promife myfelf, I fhall fee your eye 
fp&Jdng, as intelligibly as your voice 5 Your 
voice favmg its ftrength, and preferving its 
harmony, by a judicious recovery of breatb> 

at 
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at the paufing places ; and your motions fo-- 
lemn, nerved; and adapted to the changes 
of the paflions. 

If you had diiHngui£hed all thefe requH 
fites, in Rule a Wife^ and have a Wifty as 
finely as you did in Torrifmmdj the applaufe 
which was given to jontjire^ would have 
been paid to your difcernment : For tho 
paffion, in that chara<3:er, is not a ra(h, 
4}uick, anger, but a thoughtful, manly, deli<- 
.berate, determined, courage— the efFeft of 
reafon and refolution; which give a terror 
to his boldnefs, as if it pierced not the ear 
^nly, but the heart of his wife^ and thofe 
with her. . 

Add to this, that the voice, fo aflbciated 
to the fenfe, breaks out (where it ought) 
with ten times more mujick zndi Jurprize^ 
upon the audience, than it is capable o^ 
when too equally and conftantly elevated. 

I BEGAN this letter with no other defign, 
than to write for your part ; but, fince I 
have irifenfibly rambled fo much further, 
(like a man who is walking where he is de- 
lighted with the profpedk of the country) 
I will add a line^ or twOj rnore^ to renund 

you 
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yoa» of the advantage k gives to the grace 
of an a^tor'fi p^fan^ when his bead is kept 
raifed; not rounding too lightly, as if k 
played with the found of the words; and 
the eye fixed intently, and held, • meaningly 
fteady, on the proper objedt before it. T&rs 
land the nerves dF the neck, arms, and feet, 
ftrongly braced, in all a<5tion, whether vio- 
lent or paffive, (ftill diftinguilhing the ^Bf^ 
feretit propriety of each) will not oiily m^ 
prefs the /peBatorSy but aftually warm the 
Player btrnfelj^ into a real feeding of the paf- 
fions he is adting. 

There is another great beauty, in 4 
Player, who enters ftrongly into naturey 
and that is, the fignificance of filent aSHm^ 
where, after he has done Jpeaiingy himfelf, 
he attends to what is anfwered, as if it, in 
good earneft, concerned him. This alarms 
and awakens the audience ; who, on the 
contrary, grow languid and unattentive, 
when they obferve a negligence in the 
adtors ; juft as one lazy yawner fhall fet a 
room-ful of his acquaintance a-yawning, for 
company. I am, 

Sir, 

« 

Tour mofi obedient Servant ^ 

A. Hill. 



yi 
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0^. 24, 1733, 

Madam, 

* . 

EVery body wa& charmed with the fpi- 
rit of your aftiQn and voice, in Lady 
j^^ fo that, now I am poiitive, it is ia 
your power, to reach every thing ^ upon the 
ftage^ U^Kt is dther natural^ or amiable* 

. That you may, in Rutland^ have qppor-- 
tunity to confirdi this opinion, by a proof, 
that will confound and aftoni(h thofe, wha 
are in a contrary way of thinking ; pleaie ta 
fimd me the part, becaufe I will interleaf itt 
to make ropitt for the fulieft notes I caa 
think of, and wait on you, with it, on 
Friday. 

In the Mifer^ to night, be fo good as to 
think of one caution. I have obferved a 
kind of beautiful hurry, in pronouncing your 
words, when you are a(3:ing in comedy. — I 
tall it beautiful^ becaufe it fprings from a 
want of 'oanity j for, certainly, if you re- 
flefted, with how much pleafure you are 
liftened to, you would fpread out your /»«- 
ficy and dwell, with diflindion, upon the 
harmony. 

But, 



v« 
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• 

But, cxclufive of this very good reafboy 
tlicre is another, which makes it necejfary j 
for, while you haften too eagerly, to come 
to the end of what you are faying, your 
n)otce appears weaker^ than it is, becaufc,'by 
not fwelling ^^ Jignificant words, nor diftin- 
guifliing xhcperiodsy by refting long enough 
between them, you run the fenfe too clofe 
together,— and, thereby, diforder your mean-- 
ingy as your glafs would your Jigbt^ if, in- 
ftead of keeping it at the due diftance, you 
Ihould bring it too near to your eye ; which, 
hideed, it might have good caufe for defi- 
ring, if it were, really ^ as animated as it ap^ 
pears to be, when you look in it. 

In order to warm every body, who fees 
you a£}y you need only refolve to forget tljat 
you are a6ting. *Tis the thoiight of the au^ 
diencSy that takes away the natural air of the 
player : Whatever is well dono on the^^^^, 
muft be done with the fame force, free- 
dom, and fpirit, as if it was doing in a^ual 
life: It will, elfe, carry aconftraint, that only 
robs it of its beauty, as it is common for 
people's fiSiures to be drawn ^/^ printy and 
cffe&edfiortiXh^w endeavouring to look with 

a more 



% 



iSL more than ordinary referve^ when they go 
to fit for their y^^^j. I am, 

Madaniy 

Tour mofi obedient . 

Humble Servant^ / 

A. HijLi 



0(5?. 30, 1733. 

IN thd plcafures of laid Sunday evening, it 
was impoffible to think of any things 
out of the company 5 — I fhould elfe, have 
informed you, that Selima was to return, as 
this morning, to a hand, which, whenever 
(he leaves, fhe muft change to her difad- 
vantage* 

It is a^chariifter, I have feldom feen fhirie; 
but it was never the fault of the part. You 
will find, that the paffions are7?r(?/7^ : And^ 
I am fure, you can make them hcfeify as 
efFe<ftually, as if they were all of your own 
infpiringi. I am, 

Madam^ 

Tour moji bumble^ 

And mofl obedient Servant^ 

M A. HlLti; 
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To M-. B— 



0&. 31, 1733:. 
SIR, 

A S your gooct fcnfe and good nature are 
JTjL both too well known, to leave rooni 
for an apology, where the freedom I take, 
in giving my opinion, can have no other mo- 
tive, than the pleafure I receive from the 
applaufe, which you meet with. — -T will 
venture to offer my ^tntitiients, ati die cha^ 

If I am ii<3t miftakcta; I have fcen yoa! 
ad it, a little too poliwiys^-Yoa. wJH 6n3e,. 
at this umifoal '^xsdfxi^y bat I will ieicplda 
what I mean by it. 

Tke purpofed oppafiition of ^amerldne^ 
humanity, againlt Bajaz^'s Aorcene£s ^nd 
pride, fcems, to me^ to he carried icoo fer,' if 
the bounds are ttot aicslydiftinguiflied, "be- 
tween c0ndefcentioD,and .iitgJeia: af^fiigni^ 
As his mind is lefs haughty than Baja:^t\^ ft> 
it is alfo more noble ; and the fuperiority oF 
his fpirit ought to he vifible, .in his words, 
his looks, and his motions. 



1 
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For this rcafon, his complaifance will ap- 
pear too flexible, if he either bows hi§ body 
with too frequent relaxation 5 or, if he 
moves it with too unconfcious an excefs of 
h^imility ; tho' he is not proud, he is ma- 
jeftic ', and, as every thing he fays has the 
weight of an oracle, fo every thing he is 
feen to do, ought to have the grandeur of a 
hero. • ' 

If my conceptions are my way right, the 
air and deportment of T^amerlane ihould, 
every where, and to all perfons, be diftin- 
guiftied, by a confcious fuperiority. He 
fhould fmile, without gaiety ; look ereft, 
without pride ; be provoked, without rag^ j 
appear foft, without tendernefs ; and con- 
defcend> without ceremony* 

You will apprehend, if 1 explain my own 
meanings^ that the adtions of "tamerhne 
fhould be folemn and nervous 5 his ftep, 
flow and ftately ; his brow raifed and awe- 
ful ; and his looks fignificant and piercing. 

As to his manner oi /peaking^ as it is the 
refult of his refleftions, it ought to be 

Ma ftrongi 
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ftrong, deliberate, and impreflive ; for his 
fentiments are, commonly, fo noble, that 
they require a diftindt and weighty utter- 
ance, not only as they deferve it, by their 
importance, but, becaufe their efFed: would 
be loft, if due time is not allowed them, to 
defcend from the ear to the underjianding. 

Your voice, too, which is charming, to 
the fweeteft degree, in the articulate, decla- 
matory plainnefs, that is proper to this cha- 
ra6ter, will drop none of its. accents, which 
it is great pity it ever fhould ; for the moft 
emphatic folemnity, with which Mr. Booth 
fpoke, in Cdto^ is no more, than is neceflary, 
in almoft every fcene of Tamerlane. 

To fay all, in a word— to keep up the fu- 
periority, which this prince is made to ap- 
pear with— he ought to fpeak like an angel^ 
and move like a God. 

\ KNOW, If I had written much lefs, it 
had been more than enough j for all that 
can be neceflary, is, to give you a hint of 
this improvement upon the character ; your 
own penetration will carry it to the utmoft 
length it is capable of \ and, in that, I am 

furc 
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fure of one pleafure, as every advance in 
ydur fame, or your fortune, will give a real 
delight to. ■ 

Tour mofi bundle 

» 

And obedient Ser'vant^ 

A. HiLj-. 



oa. 315 1733. 

SIR, 

WHE N we were talking, the other 
night, xf\ the gt^en room, of Mr. 
Mills's manner o( z&xi\g\Bajazet^ I. had not 
been informed, th^t you v/ere fo fodri to ap- 
pear in that chata£fcer/or. I fhould then have 
more fully explained myfelf upon thofe 
points, in which, I think, he is miftaken : 
For, as this front of the feafon muft fix an 
impreffion, in favour or diftafte of the com^ 
pany, and ther,e runS.an unthinking pfeju- 
judice about town, which may, and ought 
to be removed, I wifli to fpe the ftrength of 
every ador of your hpufe, exerted to its ex- 
tent, that partiality may blufti itfelf into 
repentance, and opinion no longer be too 

hard for perfuafion, 

)VI 3 The 
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The paffions^ which are ftrongly marked 
in Bajazefj as Mr Rowe has repreicnted 
him, are, ambition, fiercenefs, pride, and 
cruelty ; and all thefe influenced and fup- 
ported, by a daring courage ; . but made 
hateful and fevere, by a burning indignation 
againft equals, and a fcorn of every thing 
beneath hini. 

Now thefe, 'tis true, are qualities, that 
make him violent, impatient, and tyrannical. 
But" then, that violence, and that ' impati- 
ence, fhould retain the tokens of that pride, 
to which he owed them; — He (hould, in- 
<leed, be fierce, but then, his fiercenefs 
ifaould be awefuL-'-He (hould be cruel, but 
he ihould be majeftic, in that cruelty.— He 
ought to be terrible^ by his ^nger ; and im- 
prejfhe^ in his fcorn. If he repines, frets, 
rages, curfes, ftartSj blafphemes, or reproach- 
es, — he fhould do all this, with a dreadful 
fcnfe of agony, becoming the regret of a de- 
fpairing emperor j and not with the unmanly 
nods, flings, jirks, and levity, of a capricious 
fchooUboy, when he is held back from 
quarrellingv 



Mr, 



- - .1 ■ ' . 

. Mh, M^'^k ft^^nd out, tjut a. great noifij' 
was que mark, of angQr ^ but h^ fcirgot, tfa;at 
aU this HQife^ ih ' the .^nger of a- fovcrcign, 
jChauld. t^fce Jte nj^afijre from: hi^ dignity, 
and the decorum proper to his condition. 
— Mr, Af/7/j, again, was lucky enough to 
guefs right, that a captive king, in fury and 
defpairi ihould niove, with turbulence aiid 
^git^tion 5 but it npver came into his headi 
that there is a tur bulen^ey wi^h'o'^t j buHy-r 
iijg, j»ad an agitation, vyith©ut iukwardnefs. 

I • * 

I CONFESS,- even, that there is fomething 
• brutaly in the tranfports of Bdjazet ; fo 
there is too, in the rage of a lion : but, I 
believe, it would puzzle Mr Mills'^ fagacity, 
to namd, among all the beafVs he has know- 
ledge pfji fo filly a one, as not to be fenfiblc 
of a difference, between the lion and the cat 
of mountains. 

Your very good difcernment will eafily 
gather, from this general remark, on the 
TOiftake in Mr. MV/i's manner, that much of 
what he rants^ would b? better fuited to the 
character, if it w?rc to be ftrained through 
the teeth, with aji indignant, fuppreffed 
Wiger, gr the galling malicioufncfe of fcorn^. 

M 4 And, 
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And, by this change, the force of whatever 
part of fpeech is, of neceflity, to be thrown 
out fharp and violent, would be doubly 
natural, infinitely more ftriking, and guard 
and fecure the voice y from ftretching beyond 
its harmony, 

I COULD fay a great deal more, on the 
fubjeft, but , am fure, it is not neceflary ; 
for the field is fo fertile, into which I am 
dropping this grain, or two, that, I know, 
I (hall fee it covered, with a harveft of 
t^eautiful improvements, I am. 

Sir, 

your moft humble. 

And obedient Servant ^^ 

A.Hill, 



SIR, 

I Have been fo engaged, ever fince 
thjB part of Monefes was brought me, 
that I could not get time, till laft night, 
to begin marking it j but, I hope, this day, 
to-morrow,, and Monday, vfxW be more than 
enough, for fo able a genius as yours, to 

comprehend. 
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«>mprehend, 1(1 its fulled extent, the ftvt' 
ihort notes I have njade^ and the reafons for 
making them, " 

As nobody fpeaks with more weight and 

iignificance than Mr. R tSy it will be the 

eafieft thing in the world, to quicken and 
-inspirit the folemnity, where heceflaryi by 
the mufical variation, which will flow from 
a change, with the changing paffions. 

• 
This once done, and your voice fecured 

and guarded againft .rr^7<jii«g-, (or that rough 
thread fo lijie it) by a flapping and/ reco- 
vering breath, upon the ^paufes~e very body 
will bd as-pleafed with ther^/irw^wy, as they 
already, are, ,wifch> the difimSimJs and articur- 
lation of your fpeaking. 

There is a caution, which I can't help 
giving you, becaufe I know how good a ufe 
you are able to make of it : It is, ^gainft a 
kind of habitual latitude, which has, infen- 
fibly, accuftomed you to lofe the benefit of 
that ere6t upright pofition of the breaft and 
neck, which gives fuch grace and fpirit to 
an adtor. You are humble enough, to give 
up, too willingly, a very charming advan- 
tage, in your ftature ; but the audience, 

who 
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who c<Mifider tjietofdvcs, for the time, zs h 
titled to all your accQmpliflnneat8> ate morte' 
covetous, in your behalf, than you fccm ti> 
be, for yourfelf, and never lofe an inch of 
;you, without reludance* 

I HAVE often, in AcaflQ^ and the father 
of the Fair Penitent^ been ftrongly, and 
juftly, delighted, with that ilow foiemnity 
of ftep, which is^ there fo njrtijral to the 
charafter. I believe, in parts, where the 
\i^e and the pajkns are different, you would 
wonderfully adorn your pcpfdn, and add, 
confiderably, to your influence^ by afluming 
a gayer, ftiorter, lefs deliberate, and more 
lively tready according to the fpif ited fierce- 
nefs, or foft amorous vivacityr, of the part 
you zdiin. \''\:/.i ,\ ' 

' I SHOULD have faid much lefs, if I had 
hfs regarded you ; much tmre^ if your ca^ 
pacity to make a little hint di great advan- 
tage, had not been very well known to, 

SIR, 

* 

Tour mofi obedient 

Humble Servant, 

A. Hill. . 
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iS/ov. 6, 1733. 
5 71?, 

O T dining at home, yefterday, it 
was not, till aft^f the Play, that I 

found myfelf* favour'd \vJth your account of 

what pafs a at the meeting. 



N 



I THINK your obfervations, on the re- 
marks, are unanfwerably clear and ftrong, 
and fhould have wifh'd that Mr JR-^— ^ 
had fee„ Aeo,, but that I know, d>e„^. 
ner of judging in thefe gentlemen requires * 
jfteither deliberation nor reflection : They 
have an opinion, as jqiuch too'adive, a$ 
their reafbn is too flow : and are too fon<i 
of firft impreflions, to tafte the delight oif 
acknowledging a miftake, to make roorpt 
for a conviBion^ 

Since you are pleased to aflc my thoughts, 
on his behaviour and purpofe, I will aflfure 
you, fincerely, that your Play will nei- 
ther fuffer in its adting, from any, bad opi- 
nion, he may have bf it 5 nor could have 
received any advantage from his ^(?0i/ one: 
He carries no weight* among his Players; 
who are, all, agreed in two points : That he 

has 
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has no judgment at all 5 and that tbey have 
tbemfehes a very ftrong one. 

I SEE, plainly, frpmwha.t niotive fprings 
his notion, that thd Play wont do. He 
obferves, that of late, the audiences are far 
lefs touch'd than they have forpierly been, 
with the ferious -walk- in comedy ; while 
the low and the ridiculous^ on the contrary, 
receives -louder applaufe, than ever, 

But this ht^falfely^ imputes to a change, 

in the tafte of the public, I^ature is always 

the fame : and the pojjions^ where and 

whenever, they are ftrongly hit, will be 
ftrongly exciting : But the misfortune lies 

here — when Mr. Booths and Mr Wilh^ Mrs 
Oldfieldy and Mr? Forfer, appear^dan natural 
and reflecting charafters, the're was a Pathos 
in their delivery, a fenfation in their air, 
an expreilion in their gefture, and a fpi- 
rit in their conceptipn and execution, that 
cpmpeird the duUeft apprehenfion- to re- 
ceive the meaning of the dialogue : — Now 
all this power is loft ; and we may fleep 
in the moft alarming pafTages ; becaufe the 
adtors are, unnaturally /^^r/, unmovingly cold 

or 
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or elaborately tirefome, from a dull^ dry, 
dravvling monjotomy of declamatory ftiifnefs. 

m 

Hence, all thefc light duipb infults up- 
on common fenfe, the Pantomimes and 
Entertainments, which iare become fo 
fhamefuUy neceflary :• — ^^-the people in the 
management of our theatres, have wanted 
art to form good aftors \ ;the want of eood 
adling has pall'd and diminiih'd the pleafure 
of going to plays ; — and, then, when thefe* 
mountebank managers have phyjick'd us into 
a lethargy y they clap Vinegar to our nofes^ 
m hope to twinge us into a recovery of our 

• » 

This is, certainly y the prefent condition 
of the ftage : But, as the houfes are all equal- 
ly yZ^^^r^rj in one common defeft, I am of 
opinion you would be in the right, to let 
your Play come on at Mv Rich's y rather 
than remove it"; for fever al reafons, and, 
in particular, for thefe following : . 

Govent'GarJen houfe is larger, by one 

part in three ; It is more commodious for 

going into, and coming out of 5 the town's 
opinion of fome of their a6tors, is very fa- 
vourable; whereas there runs a flrong cur- 
rent 
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rent of prejudice againft Driiry-^Lane : and I 
am afrdd, it will incrcafc to an nnfurmoun- 
tablc degree .of odium very foon, unlefs the 
Patentees can be prevailed upon to fee their 
own intereft, in giving up their unpopular 
pretenfions to profecutethe people, who 
are, univerfally, thought to be better aSors 
than their own, and proteftcd without 
doubt, (in however covert a manner) by 
much more powerful hands, than the Pa- 
tentees are aware of 

Thus Sir, I have taken the liberty, in 
obedience to your commands, to give you 
my opmion, with the utmoft frankncfs, 
and fincerity : to which I muft add, that 
fuch fcenes, aS fome very fine ones in your 
Play, will repay themfelves, in the clofet, 
for whatever lofs they may fuftain, frwn 
the unftriking lightnefs of our theatric 
manner of afting them. I am. 

Sir, 

Tour mofi humble 
And m^ obedient Servant* 

A. Hjli* . 
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'^0 Lord BOLINBROKE* 

My Lord, 

IH A V E bcg'd the favour of Mr P^e^ 
to convey to your Lordfhip's hands, a 
tranilation of Mr Foltarrr's Zaire, which 
k to appeal; on the ftagc in a month or two. 

I SHOFLD think it no better, than a ci- 
ril impertinence, to afk pardon for the trou- 
ble : it being fcarce more publicly known^ 
that yoor Lordihip is a mafterofwit^than 
that you are an encourager of k in others. 

Tbpe paflions m Mr- Voltaire'^s Zaire^ are 
fo ftrongly and fo happily touched, that 
I wiflti they might be chargeable upon his^ 
acquaintance with our Sbaiefpear in his 
iTtfdhre language: I remark it not to his 
dfltfadvaBtagc ; far, if he borrows our ideaSy 
he borrows at leaft, like a gentleman^ wha 
iaaproves, by the bounty ^ a friend^ a fuf- 
fioient id^te oi his* own y whereas he has 
Englifb e»amffteg of pirates, who, having 
tsd&en '■Bfmdb Tragidies^ as if they were 
Bf^emb Briois^ obangU tJie'iiaiHe with ^&e 

property,. 
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property, and pafs'd them away for their 
owriy without fhame or acknowledgment. 

I NEVEK faw Mx. Voltaire any nearer, than 
in this Tragedy ; where, I confefs, he im-^ 
partially eharms me. He feems to think 
with the heart of an EngUJhman ; but he 
exprcffes thofe thoughts, with i French'^ 
man% vivacity. Having found the wit of 
his nation either too jimple ot too delicate, 
he has nerv'd the Jimplicity vfixhforce^ and 
fubftituted a politenefs^ in the place of 
affeBation. 

I AM only apprehenfive, left this play, 
after fo popidar an encouragment in France^ 
fhould be too faintly received on our ftage, 
for want of a pitiful preparative call'd ma- 
king an inters jl'^ which, by the decay of Gdm- 
mon fenfe, is become infamoufly^ neceflkry* 
I have nothing particular to fear, from this 
probability y for I have the only profit I pro- 
pofe in the pleafure of having tranflated the 
Tragedy. But, I (hduld be forry, if the 
French^ who wiU hardly confdTs wc are 
abler judges of wit, fhould impute our 
colder reception of Zara^ to our deeper 
degeneracy : And the almoft national efta- 
blifhment of blindnefs among us, as a poli-» 

beat 



. 
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rical modern improvement upon our old 
Englijh Gonftitutioni 

It is with a view to your Lordfliip's pow- 
er of preventing fo likely an accident, that 
I wifli your influence exerted r-^~That is 
your opinion i occafionally declared, before 
its appearance, at the theatre : I have the 
honour to be, and to know a thoufand rea- 
fons for being, with the greateft refpecSk atad 
fubmiflion, 

My Lordj 

Tour LordJhip*s Mojl obedient ^ 



And moji bumble Ser'uant 

A. HiLLi 



!■ I I T I I 



To Mr. Popfi* 

Nov, 7, 17334 

SIR, 

TH O' I have, really, no fkill in the 
French — and am (perhaps, for that 
rcafon)not overfondofthe language^ yet, I 
read it with pleafure, in refpedl to the wr/- 
ter4 of that nation ^ and have feldom been 

N more 
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more ftrongly delighted, than with the Tra- 
gedy of Zaire. 

■ I HAD feen nothing of Mr. Voltaire^ be- 
fore, except the Henriade ; and whetbei 
it was from my own want of ta/ie, or th* 
poem's -want of Jire, I found it too cold 
for an epic fpJrit \ fo conceiv'd but a mo- 
derate opinion, as xa'doR dnanatic aftempt: 
of the fame author : — But, genius bein^ 
limited, we aft too rafli, and unreafonabh 
apart, when we judge after fo general % 
manner. Having been agreeably difap- 
pointed in 'Latre, it was due, as an atone- 
ment, that I ihould contribute, to wider 
bii applaufe, whom I had thought of, toe 
narrowly. 

I HAVE, therefore, made this Tragedj 
fpeakfin^i^, and flidl bring it on the ftage. 
in a month, or two ; where, though I hav< 

* no i'ntereft: in its fucccfs, I (hould be vex'c 
to have it mifcarry j becaufe^ifls certainly 
an excellent piece, and has not rfufier'd, •] 
hope, fo much in the tranllation, as to jtriH- 
fy a cold reception at Londvn, after harinj 
run into the mofl: general eftcem, at Paris 
I will do all, in my power, to prepare thi 

' town to receive it, to which end I- havi 
givei 



I 

^^ti ilht profits to * gentlemani whofe ^r- 

qkdiMdhed is toolargifor \{\s fortune i aiid 

jroWr good faffe Aiid good nature, aflure me 

of* your ^Vrlling concurrence, (6 far, as 
riot only to fay of ft, wMt it defefves, but^ 

t6 fay if at fuch trmis, and in fuch man* 

fter, as you knbW beft how td chufe ; in or- 

Att to ^6 ycmr recommendatiojl the in-** 

tiJftded good cofefcquehce. 

LoRB BoHnhfoke v^ a jjatroh of Mr. 
VdHaire^ and <Jan effeitufetlly advance the re- 
leeptibn of KiS Play, among thofe whb afe 
w^h \&sr fi^iefidsfy &nd beAt able to fupport 
itj. at its ippeararice* I have ventUr'd td 
a& k i» th& aufhor's^ beh&lf ; and beg, you 
W<Hlld ^(yaStcj the letter and tranflation, 
to my Lord's hands, arffoon is youpleafe, af- 
ter you hitve read them^ 

1 WOULD define you fb dxcufe tihis trou*- 
fele, if it Were not to look, like a diftruft 
of that delight, which, Iknow, it gives you, 
Wheii you have an opportunity piif into your 
"i'^dS, to do a kifid, or a generous aftion, 

; Ti» feft tiiae i had the pledfure of feeing 

you, at JVeJiminJier^ you were obferviii^ a-a 

inong fome^ rude beginnings of rock-work> 

Whi^^h I am defigning in my garden jr a little 
*■ ^ • Na obeUJk 
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obelisk ofyerfeyjbells^ over a grotefque portico 
foTpallaSy againft the park-wall. You, then, 
exprefs'd fome thoughts of improving fuch 
a ufe of thofe fhells, into a nobler obeliik, 
among your beauties, at Twittenbam. Al- 
low me to be/peak for nr^felf againft next 
fpring, the permiiiion of prefenting you the 
fhells, materials, and workmanfhip ; that I 
may have the honour to plant in your gardens 
a probability of being, ibmedmes, remeni* 
ber d by the mafter of that growing paradife. 
In the mean time, be (6 good to accept this 
finaller parcel, juft enough, (if there is yet 
to come, of the ieafbn, half a weak of dry 
weather without froft,) to embellifh your 
marine temple ^ by inferting them, among the 
Hollows^ between thofe large (hells, which 
compofc it : where being plac'd in oblique 
pofition, fo as to lie open to the weather, 
they will enlighten the gravity, and catch a 
diftant eye, with a kind of fhining projMriety. 

I OUGHT never to end a letter to you, 
without a wifti fpr your perfefl: health ; be- 
caufe it is impoflible to think of you, with* 
out a pain from the refleftion, that you 
'want it too often, I am, 

Tours &c. 

A. HiLi. 
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To Mr. James Thompson* 

IT 

Nov. lO,. 17^'?. 

SIR, .^^. 

IT is long fince I had the pleafure to con- 
vcrfe with you, perfonallyj but your 
true felf has been nearer, and I enjoy im 
frequent an intimacy with your mind, in 
thofe generous tranfcripts of it, which the 
world is poflefs'd of, that I don't know, 
whether I can fay, with propriety, you have 
been abfent. 

As I greatly eftecra your genius^ I muft 
be ambitious of your judgment ; therefore, 
hope, you will juftify my partiality, who 
prefer this tragedy of Zaire y to all the reft 
of Mr. Voltaire^ writings : Some of which 
had imprefs'd me, with too flight an opi- 
nion of his capacity. 

. In a month, or two, I fhall bring Zara on 
the ftage 5 where, as fhe is neither Jumi e- 
nough to forbear fpeaking at all, nor bri$k 
enough to toik/muftily, I am afraid, the ex- 
ample of her fuccefs on the French Theatre^ 

N 3 will 



will hardly entitle her to a civil reception, 
good tafte^ being the laft of their fajbions^ 
wc fhall be forijd o^ i^aring k^ 

IK3 after having read it yourfelf^ you find! 
it fit to be read by, or to fuch of y&ur 
friendis, o^ can prompte its fucpefs, by tbe|r 
inflqence, I flatter myfelf you will do It th^ 
£ivour. An4, if I might be partipijlaf , in 
taiking you? indulgence^ Mr. Dpdin^ton 
fhould be the firflt oF the number. I have 
not enough thp honour of his acquaint^ce 
tp fbUicite his concern for fuppo^t of this 
Tragedy 5 but it has been, fo juf^ly applaun 
ed at Parisy that (abating for fome iofs, it 
0l9y l^y^ fuftain'd in the ^^pilatipn^ it$ ill 
rppeption at London^ might bring a kind of 
infepiy, on (be nation ; aQ4 Mr Dodinporif 
is, too nobly, the fon of his pountry to |de^ 
cline an opportunity of afferting Iierjufticg, 

As all my own copies are travelling, upon 
this errand, I take the liberty of fending you 
one, that my da-ughter had writ, for herfelf 1 
and which, tho' a little wild, in the cut of the 
letter, is, I believe, pretty free from crrort 
pfconfequence, lam 

^ A. Hill, 
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Nov. 1.6, 1733. 
Madam, 

SINCE the Couniefs of RuflanJ wiH, 
to-night, have the advantage of looking 

like Mifs H y, give me leave to beg, you 

would be even with her, and aSf^ like the 
Count ep of 'Rutland. 

Her dtjirefs\% t^tgreate/i^ that can break in 
upon human nature ; and in her fcenes, with 
the queen ^ zndi With. EJfex^ there is no room 
for that beautiful appfehenfivenefs •■^- that 
unconfcious, and too diffident modefty of 
movement, with which you are ftill apt, 
I can^t fay, to cover ^ but a little to Jl^de^ the 
Spirit of yoxxvjhape and aSlioh. 

When I faw you, in Selima^ there was 
nothing to be wiflied, more lovely. But I 
long'd for fomething mpre miferable. This 
is a very odd compliment to a lady, for any 
of whole forrows I ftiould be truly afflided". 
All that I mean is, — you filled our eye 
with yovLV fweetnefs, where our loearts fhould 
have been Jl^ooky for your Sufferings : And, 
particularly, in thatfcene, where you plead- 
ed with Bajazet for life, tho' your aSlion 

N 4 was 
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was beautifully^/^, if was not Jirmg enoughs 
nor fa wild and diftraSiedy as it ought to 
have been. Let me beg you to xeinember 
it, to-night , and throw yourfclf, yrith an 
unrcferved boldnefs and freedom, into the 
livelieft attitudes of dijlrefs y fully affuredi 
that a form^ fo finiflied as yours^ can have 
nothing to fear, from too fpirited an excefs 
of aftion ; fince the more lights it is fhown 
in, the fnore charms it difcovers. 

You have already attained infinite grac^Sj, 
in your improved manner of filling the 
jftage, and looking, and feeming in earneft. 
Pleafe to confider, how miraculoufly foon 
you are come this extraordinary length I 
—You have at moft, but as far n^ore tp go, 
as you have travelled already. -»-- Suppofe 
yourfelf at the middle ftage of a two days 
journey, you have no night behind, and 
every moment, from your next fetting out, 
opens, nearer and nearer, the place you long 
to arrive at. 

I HAD, lately, the 'pleafure of hearing 
you fay, that you did not yet know the 
ftrength of your own voice, having never 
raifed it high enough to find it in danger 

of 



Original Letters. 185 

of breaking. You cannot imagine, what an 
obligation I fliall think it, if you will pre- 
vail on yourfelf, to make this trial to-night, 
only with this caution, whenever you raife 
it to let it rife naturally 5 ~ that is, without 
needlefs endeavours to mskcitfweeter^ than- 
it is ; but as much ftronger and fuller^ as 
much more diJlinSt^ fatbuic^ and weight jy 

as poflible, ' 

- . > . • -. • ■ •• ' 

I WISH I knew how to explain what I 
mean by weighty and pathetic. By weight- 
I underftand a forceful, and important 
dwelling upon the word, in its delivery, a;s if 
you would ftarnp it upon the underftandingj 
— aa if you parted with it reluctantly, 'till 
convinced it would have its eflfed: ; as if 
your voice was hung upon the 75^;?/^/, with as 
much carneftnefs, as the eye of a lover 
would cling to a beauty y Xik^ yours ^ under 
fudden apprehenfion of lofing it for ever, 

Then, to prevent fuch a dwelling on the 
utterance, from appearing affeSiedy or too 
whiningy comes in the pathetic 5 which is 
nothing more, than that feeling fignificance, 
that interefted found of concern, that gives 
gleaning to the tone it is fpoke with. I 

will 
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will defcribc, to you, one pimxAjsafy wajTs 

to hit this compleatly. 

Whenever you would cxprcfe any fen- 
tence, in a more moving manner, than ordi- 
nary, remember, bcforp you begin fpeaking, 
to draw up your breath hard, and then let 
it go, with njigh 5 but, in the very moment 
you let go the Jighy begin to utter l^tfen- 
fence along vnth it ; and you will perceive 
a touching fenfibiUty^ in the found of your 
"word«, which will fwim down, as it were, 
upon the figh, with the ftrcngth, agitatiqn, 
and pointednefs, of a boat^ that is fluxTting 
the M*%^— fuppofe the boat to be the Jhund 
of the voice, and the figb^ the ftrcam that 
conveys it. 

There is one thing more, which I muJB:, 
of ncceffity, beg you to pradife j and that 
is, the art of forgiving a gQ(ni will^ (o ina^ 
pertinent as that of, 

Madamy 

Tour mofi bumbk^ 

Andmofi obedient Servant^ 

A. HiLLf 



\ 

?« John Hiohmokb, Efyi 

Dec. 1, 1733. 
SIR, 

WH E N I was favoured with ypur 
aafw^r to my laft, I rcfolved, from 
the hint you gave me, of the perplexed fitu- 

fttioA of th« patentee's affmrs, to mention no 
more my deSgn of bringing on a new play ^ 

before Cbrijimas, as it is eafy to perceive, my 
only motive for propofing |t, was the pro- 
Q]ie4): of doing the houfe fome feafonaU^ 
fervice. 

But, I prqfume, you have no objcd:ioii 
againft Zara's coming on, about the 14th 
or ?5tb of January. '"l beij you would be 
plain, in your anfwer to this query, becaufe 
I Should wifli to confult you, about the cafl; 
pf the parts i and it is time to begin the 
execution of a fcheme .of mpafijrea, I have 
fprnied, for bringing ov^r the town's opi- 
nion fn favour of your company, by. a right 
ufe of the public papers.. 

Believe me. Sir, yoii will find this no 
great difficulty ; and, for my part, if you II 
forgive the freedom of obtruding my opi* 

nion. 
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nion, I fliould not, as things ftand, were I a 
patentee, fo much as.wifti for the return of 
the deferters :. — I would rather bend my 
thoiigixts on fhewing, in the ftrongeft lights, 
the power of the company, as it . Hands at 
prefent.j— .or, at nioft, wiih addition of one 
good man', and One good woman, aftor. 

Variety of entertainment wUl do every 
tfiing : — An old Play, never adted in inan's 
memory j'tho' of univerfaland eftabliflied 
reputation, may be got up, in as fliort a time 
as it requires to revive (as it is falfely call'd) 
a Play, that is upon the ftock of all the 
ading «)mpanies^ And thefe, by the aid 
of new and fpirited (yet not at all expen- 
five) eritertamments, added to them, viz^ 
Farces, P^tomimes, and Comic Operas, 
would infallibly draw audiences fo long, 
that, when their runs are over, they may be 
fucceeded by ftill more and different new 
ones. - And, pleafe but to imagine the ef- 
fed: of having it obferved, by th^town, that, 
while the other companies adt, all, but the 
fame fet of Plays, the audiences, at Drury- 
Laney are fure to meet with novelty, and 
what can be feen at none of the other 
Theatres. 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE no <lefign, no intereft, in what I 
fay, — I am only a fincere and hearty friend 
to you, and to your company; becaufe I 
hate the bafenefs of a wretch, who wcaild 
halve fcreened himfelf behind the curtain> 
and fdeftroyed a benefit, which he had folcl 
fo dearly. — If, therefore, my afliftahce can 
be ferviceable, you may command it freely, 
and as a friend fhould give it ; void of any 
thoughts of intereft, or advantage whatever. 

From Chrijimas^ *till the middle of 
Marcb^ I Ihall be pretty much at leifure j 
and, if I am not too officious in propofing 
it, ihould think that time agreeably pafi[ed, in 
waiting on you, as often as you judge pro- 
per, to confult and regulate a plan, whereby 
ten weeks may nobly make amends, for 
what fhall happen, be it ever fo bad in all 
the reft of th6 feafon. 

But, if this fhould have the leaft ten- 
dency to interfere with any already fettled 
.fcheme of your own, I am far from think- 
ing it reafonable, that you fhould accept of 
the offer. I only make it, as what may be 
of fome benefit to the hwfe^ and a pleafant 

amufementy 
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. amufementy for a month or two, to tnyfelj^ 
in^ cafe you haVe tA bett^ pf dfpieCir t^^e 
you. 

I SEO to know, if I iti^ depend on, And 
prqyare for the time I hate mentioned, 
for Zara j and your thoughts, in general^ of 
my offer ; who am, 

Sir, 

Tour moft obedient ^ 

Ani moft bUfidfk Sertkinfi 

A* Hill- 

To Lady tVALtOLS* 

. Madanc, 

TH £ fhadowy beglnmngs of a rddc-' 
work, in my fpeck of garden, are not 
yet in a condition to have delferved the ho-' 
iiour of your Ladyfhip's eye. They ou^C 
Xx> have been veHed from ii^ peAetraitmg a 
jiiidgment ; for, I know, your g^os i^ ce-* 
lebrated iix its tafte and propriety, in thisf 
kind of orname&t. 

Be* 
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But, my fervants having iftformcd me, 
that your ladyfl>ip feem'd dcfiroiw ta knovr, 
what corrections I ufe, m cementing the 
febbUs^ and JhelUwork^ and where, and at 
what rates, the blue fiones are to be procu- 
red, I take dbe liberty to addrefs a written 
anfwer to yo^r hand, becaufe it would 
charm me, to fee a fancy fo able and ele- 
gant, exerting itfelf this way, in a fituation 
fo tempting, and fo nobly adapted, as your 
Ladyship's garden ztCheJfea^ where the de- 
cline of the ground toward the riVer, and 
the neighbourhood of London^ added to the 
dignity, which the work would feceire 
from the name and rank of its owner, 
would do honour >to our country's tafte, in, 
an improvement, at once, the moft beautiful 
and neglefted, of all our garden embel- 
lifhments. 

And yet, it is the imagination that does 
all, in this amufement. The expence is 
triftfng, and inconfiderable — not .fo much 
as terras is neceffary, except on the roofs 6r 
copings of places, expofed to the wet : But, 
on^ the fides, even of thofe open places, and 
on every part of fiich, as are covered, no- 
■ thing further is rcquifite, than ^ mixture of 

two 
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two parts of hard, round fand, with one 
part common lime, well beat together, with 
a moderate proportion of hair. This is to 
be laid pretty thick on the w6rkj defigned 
to be covered, and the ftonesj (hells, &c. 
preffed hard and clofe into the mortar, 
which will grow dry enough, in two or 
three hours, to be proof againft all weather. 

• 

The bluejiones are chofen clinker s^ from 
the glafs'houfes. They are produced from 
the breaking of melted pots, filled with 
metal, for their fineft forts of glafs. Thefe 
will be of no further coft, than an incon- 
fiderable prefent to the workmen^ added to 
tlie very fmall expence, of having them 
picked out of the cinder heaps y and brought 
in boats to your garden. 

I PROCURED my Jhellsy at firft, at very 
chargeable rates, from the toy-Jhops^ here in 
town ; but I have fince had them brought 
me from the places of their grovnk at Icfs 
than the twentieth part of what they before 
ufed to coft me. 

My intent was, to cover a little town gar- 
'den, by way of model for a defign, which 
I have fome thoughts of executing, at large, 

where 
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where I have more room, in the country* 
But I fia4 niyfelf fo crowded, as to want 
ipace, even for a modeh 

In the mean time, I ought to have, in my 
eye, the example of a coquette haymaker y who 
would not allow herfclf to be called pretty ^ 
at prefent ; but confefled, fhe fhould be 
worth looking aty when fhe came to churchy 
next Sunday. I will, therefore, fketch out, 
for your Ladyfhip, a little idea of the "Tem^ 
pie of Happinefsy as I purpofed itj from that 
rude foundation, with four entrances, in the 
middle of my garden ; but your Ladyfhip 
ikw it undrefled, and as void of ornament as 
'the haymaker. 

fo any of your Ladyfhip*s fervants bring 
word to my houfe, that they have your* 
permiffion, at fome tirhe, when leaft incon-* 
venient, to fhew me that part of your gar- 
den, where the rock-work is defigned to be 
raifed, I jfhall more fully conceive both the 
purpofe and oceafion, which the fituation 
may point out ; and will, very readily, do - 
myfelf the honour, to fend your Ladyfhip 

whatever hints may offer. I am, with great 
refped:, lour Ladyjhifs 

Mojl obedient Servant y 

O A. Hill. 
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OSi. 1 6, 1734. 
Dear Sir, 

TH O' I had the pleafure of reading 
your new Play, immediately after 
your fending it me 3 yet, as I have, for 
fome time paft, had my thoughts a good 
deal bent, upon a dryer and lefs agree- 
able fubjed:, I have taken the liberty to keep 
It a week longer than I ought, that I might 
go over it with a more careful and intent 
application. 

The moral is very generous and inftruc- 
tive : But, it is eafier to laugh than think \ 
and I am almoft afraid, you might have 
promifed yourfelf a furer fuccefs, if, with 
lefs regard to the purpofe of your Play, you 
had (hewn more to the gayety of it. 

It is a miferable obfervation, which may 
be made, every night, in our Theatres-^ 
that meaning is filently pardoned y while y^/^ 
is mif-called entertliinmenty and received 
with uproar and tranfport : They are awake 
to nothing but hurry ; and that too, to the 
moft dark and dirty kinds of it. They ap- 
prove of nothing, that they are able to fee 

through. 
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through. Their tafte, as they wrongfully 
fcall ki is a kind of muddy vivacity j which, 
like the working of a beer-barrely fills the 
body of the Veflel with confufion, and 
throws the noife, and the drofs, to the 
furface. 

In general, I fear, no Comedy will, at 
prefent, be well received, upon our ftages, 
except it is one, of the low, light turn of 
humour, where every thing is calculated 
for mirth, and nothing left to refleftion. 

There is Ibmething very ftriking, in the de- 
fign of Vioietta^ perplexing gay life, in order 
to corredl and remove her lover's jealoufy. 
The contraft, too, will be humorous and di- 
verting, between the miftrefies and maids, 
transformed, like the men and the mailers. 
— I don t know, whether it rnight deferve 
to be thought fome heightening to the fpi- 
rit of this part of the plot, not to leave the 
kdies fubftituting their maids in their pla- 
ces, to meer fancy, or jumping into a like 
humour, with their lovers, — but rather to 
fuppofe it the efFedl of fome difcovery of 
fuch a defign, in the gentlemen — fo, to 
match them, at their own weapons. 

O 2 I KNOW 
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I KNOW your good fenfe, too well, to 
doubt of your pardon, if I am fincere e- 
nough, to diflike the too ftrong colours, in 
your painting the widow's coarfe complex- 
ion. — The likenefs is natural enough s but 
fhe feems too ugly to be looked upon, by 
the ladies, without confufion. 

I AM very much obliged to you for the 
honour you intended me, on Sunday. In d 
few days, when 1 have got through a little 
hurry, I am under, at prefent, I will bring 
you my thanks, to your lodgings, and be 
fuller, on the particulars of this Comedy, 
which you have given me the pleafure of 
perufing. I am, with pcrfcdt refpedt. 



Sir, 



Tour moji obedient, 

And mojl bumble Servant, 

A. Hill. 



31 
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l!o the Honourable Airi. . Devereux. 

at the Bath. 

J, 

05t. 20, 1734. 
Madam, 

IF I had never had the honour of feeing 
you, I might have been in danger of be- 
lieving, that nothing could be more charm- 
ing than your letter. 

But you have, in common with your 
eyes, and your diamonds, the quality of fhi- 
ning with new lufire^ in every new lights 
through which you are looked at. 

I CANNOT wonder, that the public diver- 
fions have an enemy in your Igdy fhip 5 yet 
they have one title to your favour j -- and 
that is, from the pity, wherewith a heart fo 
generous, as yours, muft confider the 
wretched, and the incurable. 

Whatever could have given occafion, 
for fo long a ftay, as you have made, at 
Bath^ muft have been fur e of our envy and 
difapprobation, at London. — But, there is no 
being patient, under the provocation of fuch 

O 3 an 
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an image, as a mind, fo excellent as your 
Ladyfliip's, fubmitting its quiet to the har- 
rowings of law perplexities ! If there is 
fuch a rarity in nature, as a man^ of your 
vivacity, he would feel lefs mortification, 
under the pennance of driving a fnail, from 
Holland to Italy. 

Mr. Blytbe is too good, for a world, fo 
unlike him ; or he could not forgive me a 
negledl, that I have, however, but feemed 
to be guilty of. A long journey, of fix 
weeks, kept his letter out of my hands, 'till 
I imagined, by the time I had heard fixed, 
for your leaving Batby my anfwer could not 
have found him. The pleafure I received, 
with that beautiful and obliging letter, was 
too great, to have remained unacknowledg- 
ed ; which I will aflTure him, under my 
hand, if I hear, that your Ladyfhip's ftay, 
where you are, is not to be fo fliort, as I 
wiih it, 

I AM fo proud to obey your commands, 
Madam, that I fhould readily have deliver- 
ed, to Grace, Wifdom, and Jufticc, the re- 
gard you arc pleafed to exprefs, in the com- 
fniffion you fent me, in your Poftfcript ; 

-a : . . . . . . but. 
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but, I feund, upon enquiry, that they were 
gone, with your Ladyfhip, to Batb ; and 
there is nothing more reafonable, than to 
conclude, that Monarchy is to be found, in 
their company. 

I AM, and fo is every body, I have a 
claim in, with the greateft rcfped. 

Madam y 

Tour hadyjhif% moft obliged ^ 

Obedient bumble Servant^ 

A. xlILL. 

To Lady Walpole. 

Juried, 1734. 

Madam, 

I Have the honour to fend your Lady- 
fhip the draught, which I promifed, of 
a Rock- work, defigned for my garden ; but 
it is fuch a draught, as cannot fail to ba- 
lance what approbation you may give it, by 
the fmiles it will furnifh you widi, at my 
aukward manner of doing it ; for, not ha- 
ving the leaft notion of drawing, I have 
made a very poor fliift, to fketch out the 

O 4 bare; 
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bare ocrtfines df my MWaflmg. Thife phn^ 
in a garden of raiti«> rtiuft affttttia licy Icsftitt 
a name, thin that of Ihe C&ve tj CoMeAU 
In any of y6ui* Lad^Dlip'fej it ^oUld &gW 
expefted to be called, The 7mpli tf NdfU 
pinefs. 

The whole fpace, « I ktehded W dd-i 
fcribe it, is a fquare of 300 feet y of which, 
the circle, in the center, iricludes one hun- 
dred. This inner divifion is quite private, 
being feparated from the reft, by a wall 
round the circular cloifter, whofe piazas, in 
front, open, on all fides, to the garden. 

On the top of an artificial hill, within this 
circle, ftands the Temple of Happinefs, 
high enough to be vifible, in all parts of the 
garden, having the Cave of Content, in a 
lefs expofed fituation, on the fide of the 
hill, below it ; and overlooking, at its ixnM- 
mediate foot, a little ring of corn fields, and 
meadows, round a thatched country cot- 
tage. This profped: is extended, by rural 
paiptings infrefcoy upon the flat of the fur- 
rounding wall, while the Temple com- 
jnands, at due diftance, a view of the proud*- 
er part? of the garden. 

To 
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To this Cfefttef tend, 6keSt\y, foiir great 
iSiflages, bfefidies feight bye-paths, through 
the wood } yet, of all the twelve ways, 
one only leads into the enclofure, tho' each 
of them feems to jyromife an eafy and imme- 
diate adniiffion j for, that the curiofity may 
be attraded, the ftatue of Happinefs ftands 
vifible, oVer the dome of the Temple, hold- 
ing out an elevated torch, in an attitude of 
invitation. 

The four dire6l paflages are four grottos 
of Rock-work J their outfides rugged and 
iitegttlar j adorried* with fhells, of the 
largeft kinds j but their infides bfeiutified, 
atfter a niter arid more finiflicd manner : 
Thefe are the grottos of Power, of Rich- 
es, of Honour, and of Learning j dif- 
tinguifhed each by its proper ftatue, placed 
dVer the entrance. 

DefcHptioh of the Grotto of Power. 

The numbers, r. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. in this 
grotto, are windows, orgrotefque openings, 
each of which gives profped to a different 
v^alk, through the wood, terminated by a 
figure, proper to the pofition. Thefe are 

the 
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theftatues of Fame, Revenge, Victory, 
Violence, Pride, and Security; the 
fix moft natural. perfuits, in the attainments 

of power* 

The intermediate fpace^, betwixt the 
windows, on both fides of this Grotto, are 
adorned with rocks, which widen inward, 
in diiFerent degrees, fo as to make the paf- 
fage winding and irregular. 

Upon, and among thefe rocks, are repre- 
fented, \\x JhelUwork^ of allfizes and colours, 
the forms of military weapons, antient and 
modern ; as alfo the ruins of old caftles and 
towers. — And, from caves, up and down, 
within the rocks, hang chryftals of falt-pe- 
tre— the foundation of that friend of power, 
gunpowder* 

The end of this Grotto, inftead of intro- 
ducing to the Cave of Content, opens into 
the circular cloifl:er, that fronts outward, 
upon the walks and canals \ thefe canals, 
being four in number, are termiinated, each, 
by its proper mount (compofed of the earth 
that is dug up, in forming it) adorned with 
wood, and rocks, over which fall flbeets of 

water. 

The 
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The grayelf-walks (from 7 and 7) end in 
caves, which give paffage, under the 
mount, by a vaulted feniicircle; and open in 
front, to the water, between^ grotefque pil- 
lars of fhell-work. 

The walks (from 8 to 8) end in rocky 
afcent$ to the tops 'of the mounts. — Down 
from the other fides of which mounts, de- 
fcend paths, into the outward garden, 
whereof this whole plan is but the center. 

At 9 and 9, which is an entrance into 
one of the bye-alleys, ftand the ftatues of 
Malice and Short-sightedness; (their 
names infcribed on their pedeftals) pointing 
into the wood, with an air of invitation. 
This winding path, once entered, leads to 
a cavern, to be known, by its infcription, for 
the Grotto of Patriotism. — Defccnding 
into this grotto, it leads through a fubterra- 
nean paflage, which, inftead of coming out 
at the Cave of Content^ rifes upon a bafin, 
to be called, the Fountain of Folly ^ properly 
diftinguifhed, in the midft of the wood ; 
wherein is the ftatue of a fool (with a cap 
and bell) very bufily wafhing a Blackamore^ 

who 
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who laughs, and lolls out his tongue, at the 
fruitlefs follicitude of the labour. 

At io and lo, in the oppoffte quSfter, 
are the ftatues of Benevolence and Pity-;- 
The attitudes of thefe, alfo, invite to the 
wifh'd-for center ^ but the covered alley be- 
tween them, leading, firft, thro' the grot of 
Munificence, after a virinding and intri- 
cate defcent, opens into the Sink of In-- 
gratitude. 

N. B. All thefe grottos, ftatues, and pla- 
ces, are expreffed, by fignificant peculiars — 
helped, however, by inicriptioh of their* 
names, to leave no burthen upon the ap- 
prehenfion. 

Defer iptioh of the Grotto of Riches'. 

The fix windows, in this grotto, fhe\V, zi 
tfic ends of their ftvcral viftas, the fix ftd- 
tues of Luxury, Indolence, Vanity, 
Blindness, Deafness, and Panger. — 
Note, the ftatues afe caft, to new defighs, in 
moulds, from drawings, purpofely imagined, 
fo as to exprefs the fpirit of their characters. 

The 
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. The rocks, along the infide of this grot- 
Jo, are to be cx)mpofed, chiefly, of glafs- 
houfe clinkers, enlivened by the oars, and 
glittering fpar of metals ; one rock repre*- 
^nts Potofiy in Peru^ where Indians (in little 
figures) are bufy, at the feveral taiks, of 
breaking, r^ifing, and finelting the filver 
par. — Another rock bas the reprefentation 
of Africam^ gathering gold dufl:, at th^e bot- 
tom of a water-fall, and wafhing the earth 
from it, iwfie^s. A third rock refembles the 
Eafi-Indiam ijajuiijer of digging, and fearch- 
ing, in their diamond mines. — iV. B. The 
rock-work of this grotto is to be illu- 
minated, by pieces of tranfparent chriflal, 
and coloured glafs-jevrels, reprefenting ru- 
bies, emeralds, &c. properly placed; and 
the whole made, every where, as bright and 
glowing as poffible, to its end, where it 0- 
pens into the circular cloifter. 

The ftatues at the bye-path, on the left, 

(marked 9 and 9) are thofe of Industry 

and Honesty.— They diredtto the grot of 

Distinction, which being entered, brings 

you out, into the kennel of Envy, whofe 

figure is fuppdrted, on both fides, by a guard 

of dogSy in the attitude of barking. • 

In 



206 ORIGINAL Lett-bas. 

• In the right hand quarter (at lo and lo) 
ftand the ftatues of Reason and Inno- 
cence. The path that enters the wood, 
between thefc two, brings you on to the 
grot of Independence j into which ha-^ 
ving entered, you pafs down a flrait, fhort, 
hollow way, and rife, on a fudden, among 
corn fields, within the center, in view of 
the houfe pf Content, a;jd in the path to the 
Temple of Happinefs. 

It would be tedious to explain what pro- 
priety has been aimed at, in the pofitiori of 
thefe .figures. But, juft to touch it, in this 
place, once for all— the grot of Independence 
could not properly be fouixd, but in the 
quarter of Riches, fince, tho* Reafon is the 
guide, yet that might be bowed by Calami- 
ty : But it is placed on the right, in that 
quarter, becaufe another of the guides muft 
be Innocence, for Guilt is not capable of 
independence. 

Defer iption of the Grot o/* Hon o u r . 

The fix windows here, direft the eye to 
the fix ftatues of Ambition, Hatred, 
Jealousy, Pain, Censure, arid Cere- 
mony. 

Upon 
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Upon the rocks, along the, paflage, thro' 
this grotto, are reprefente4, in fhell-work, 
of all fhades, iizes, and coIouj^, the different 
crowns and diadems^ imperial, papal, and 
royal ; as alfo, the coronetSy which diftin^ 
guifh the degrees of nobility, together with 
the ribbaijds, collars, arid crolTes, of all 
the orders of knighthood. The rocks, too, 
are every v^here, in the propereft places, 
plumed with fea feathers, and branches of 
coral; and this grotto, like the reft, opens 
into the circular cloifter. 

The ftatues, at the covered alley (marked 
9 and 9) are thofe of Health and Good- 
nature. They lead through the grotto 
of Love, 'till it afcends into a thicket of ro- 
fes, jeflamins, and honeyfuckles, which end, 
gradually, in a little wildernefs of briars^ 
thiftles, and furze-buflies ; in the center of 
all which, appears the rock of Repen- 
tance, covered over with mofs, out of 
which water drops, weeping and melan- 
choly. 

1 

In the quarter, on the right, (marked 10 
and 10) ftand the ftatues'of Bacchus aad 

Flora, 
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Fl9RA, pointing inward, to the grotto of 
Pleasure; whidb, after a rifing and airy 
advance, comes out upon the Temfile o( 
Death, in an area, furrounded by yevi^ 
treesj and filled with tombs, reprefenting a 

church-yard. 

/ 

Defcriptitm of the Grotto ^/Learning. 



r ^ ^ A 



. The iix ftatues {c^n through th^e fix, \YiQ- 
dows of this grotto, are thofc of Curiosi- 
ty, Disquiet, Doubt, Sickness, III- 
BREEDING, and Cqnceiteimmss^. . 

In the pafl&gq ^Ipng jhis grptto^ the 
ropks are adorn^ with the figures (i^^ U(;tle) 
of PhiJofopby^ Cky^ifiry^ AJtronomy^ &c. in 
a<Sipns, and pofidons, and attitudes, all fuite4 
to their charaAers 5 together with compofi- 
tipns, in fhell-worlf^ refembliijg telelcopes, 
quadrants, compafs, books, printing prefles, 
and other inftruments of fcienge 5 'till it 
ends in the circular clQifter. 

At the figures (9 and 9) on the left pf 
this quarter, the ftatues of Fancy and 
Idleness, invite into the wood, and point 
on, to the grotto of Wit ; through which 
the way feems open and lively, but grows 

narrower. 
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bacrdwer^ as itadvaaces^ 'till it ends^ at hik, 
itiibso'bovel of^FoYERTY, 

. . . • • 

On the rights (at 10 and 10) are the fta- 
tttes of Spleen and Disappointment j 
*- thefe point, one with an angry, and one 
with a melancholy air, as toward the Cave 
of Content ; but the path, that enters be* 
tweeti them, leads to the grotto of Soli-*- 
TUDE; which, after a winding under* 
ground defcent, opens, dark, into the vault 
of Despair 3 whence a gloomy ,afcentj up 
a broken ftone.. ftair-cafe, brings you out 
iipori'a gfote'fque pediment, in the midft of 
the canal,, at J£i, where the next ftep muft be 
drdwriitigi 



,;^«« * ^ . . ^ J ^ 



r r ^» ^ 



/1!'his, Madam, in general, is the plan ; 
but it will give roOm for abundance of addi- 
tional ornaments, which it would b,e tedious 
to particularize* The expence of this kind 
. of work differs incredibly, according to the 
' xnanner in which it is executed ; but the 
moft natural is not only the cheapefl:, 
but will alfo be found the moft beautiful. 

1 have given your Ladyfhip but a very 
4mperfe<9: idea of my rock- work ; but. 

P whatever 



whatever conception 3rDU inay have of mjr 
garden, I beg you to be diiured^ that its 
owner is, with great refped, 

Your tddithip'i 



M9fi obedient^ /, .; ^ >_ 

r • • • 

And mfi huw^U SiT^mt, 






^, :Mr.: Thoi^kon* 



' i 



>«. 17, 1734. 

Dear Si A, - 

IF you were about to defcribe Beauty, to 
fome lady of exquiiite charms, it would 
l)e but a mixture of juftice and gallantry^ to, 
lead her to her lookir^'-^^a/i. * . 

- • •• . e ' '\ '- ) 

» • • f 

I » A vte the very ifetw^ mfon,^ fbir ffepla- 
cing thtprefenf^ you'wetfe fo kind as to mak6 
Ine, of your admiribte, pbfelii, by another, 
of the fame impreffibn^ which I had fent 
for to thfe bbokMet V. ^ 



• t » 



But, to go on poet-like, and ftretch the 
comparifon, as far as it ^111 btSan^-*it is pro^- 
i)able, upon looking in Ae gWs, Ae lady 

might 



t 
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ipigl|4 ^ykmq^^ ihfit (hp had |>ut a ;>^fr^ ia 
t}|^;^f|)ftg-plaGei 4lid re<Sify that little effe^ 
(jf her having dreffed harfelf too haftily,~r 
So, I flatter myfelf, you will forgive the 
isetl bf my fiiffindQiip, where it has marked 
out the inattentiqn of a ipeiafterly conceiver, 
over your expreffion, in fome parts of the 
poena. 

I OBSERVE this, with the fincerity of a . 
zn^Hy who loves, and who know*s why he 
loves you ; ~ who has alwaiys bcen.warm'd 
by your genius y and ambitious of your retu^ 
tatwn^ I never fgw more energy in poetry ; 
.never im^erf fiacwre; glowing^; never fentl-^ 
MinU motk dievated, than in the pieces Mf • 
fTbpff^Jbn his publiflied. And, to crown all 
-the reft, never was there etcpreffion more 
ibrongly eafy, more dearly illuftrative, than 
in every one of them, except this lafi : 
How happeps it, that you would change a 
grace, almoft peculiar to yourfelf, in favour 
of tranfpofition and obfcurity, by endea- 
vouring after beauties, which, I am fure, 
are unoeceflary to your poem^ and (I ^ai*) 
unnatural to our idiom. 

Nothing recommends blank verfc, at 
fill, but that it gives full liberty, to fuit ex- 

P 2 preffion 
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preflion to the ftrength and clearnefs of 
ideas. If fo, the obfcurity, or hardnefs, 
muft be lefs exculable 



Where the ftrong phraie fhould roll 
profound and clear 5" 



where it has the pretence of being com- 
pelled, by the neceflity of a rhymer's imi- 
rfon ; . in which laft caft cafe, though we do 
not approve an unnatural conftrudion, we 
are taught, by cuflom, to expedl it. 

To avoid encumbering you with quota- 
tions, from all thoie places in your poem, 
whereto reference muft have been made, 
to particularize my meaning, I chufe rather 

. to fend you the poem, marked, as I . went 
through it the fecond time, only for my 

. private experiment, whether that oblcurity, 
which I feem'd to me^t with (a novelty fo 
furprizing in your writings) was from want 

. of apprehenfion, in myfelf, or a real diffi- 
culty, that might be reinoved, by change of 
a word, here ,and there s and the glowing 
felicity of the tboughtSy by that means, un- 
veiled from a kind of cloudinefs^ the effed: of 

* your new turn, in expreflion. 

• . . » 

X- * Have 
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Have you not indulged, a little too 
much, the remiflhefs of your Printer ^^ with 
regard to his pointing f or, fhould you not 
rather call it his inaccuracy ? For, in a mul- 
titude of places, it inverts the very fenje^ 
and, every where, increafes the difficulty. 

I HAVE another attack to make on your 
Printer I he perplexes us, in o\xt pkafure^ 
by running the fe<a:ions too long. In a 
poet, fo rich in his matter^ and fo figurative 
in his fancy y it is not merely, as a refting- 
placc for his eye^ that we delight in fhort 
divifions, and breaks, at the clofe of a fenfe. *n^ 
— we wifti them, as fo many ftages for re- 
fle<5tion.— We are forry to out-run intention, 
and fall in upon new profpedts, when we 
had purpofed to flop, at the fiT^Jitky in or^ 
der to look backy and dwell upon paft 
beauties. 

» 

Too trivial an attachment to ineffentiaU^ 
is an afFedted and defpicabley^^r/w^^/Z/y ; But, 
there, are fometimes condemned, in that 
miftaken difap probation, things ornamental 
and inftruftive. I refer you, fbr exampla, 
to your own indifference, for diftinguifhing 
fubftantives, by capital letters, as if this were 

P 3 ^ . % prin- 



a printer*s nicety ; whereby, in fome parts 
6f your pdem, I found ^yffelf a-^gtt>uhd, 
6r led aftray, by a cohfufion of noiins with 
verbfe of the fame houfe, which, wanting 
this typical diftin€tion of capitals, marking 
the former, muft, of neceffity, entangle the 
reader, Caft your eye, for an inilance, up-* 
on the word blaze ^ in the 30th page of 
your poem* 

Italic Demands for empbafisy have, 
fometimes, too, (as in verfe the 3d, page 1215) 
the plea, of almoft a neceffity, in their h^ 
vour s elfe, injuftice would be done to a 
Jlrengthy or to an elegance ; for thefe are in- 
fallibly loft to nine readers in ten \ 1 include 
even poetical readers : fo that it is not a t?/^. 
fnty^ that would court adtniratkn^A^XiX a help^ 
that would animate xonception. 

After having ventured to fay all diis, ift 
proof of my fincere afFedion for the author ^ 
it is due to myfelf (left I bedull myself iiito a 
Critic) that I fay fome thing, to manifcft nly 
tafle of the poerri : But^ bccaufe it would 
be impoffible, for me, to exprefs fuch a 
power, as I feel there is in it, let flie Con- 
clude, with this Ihort declaration. 

: 2 It 
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It is all owttfoul: It injpires^ and muft, 
therefi^re, hav^ been infpired. The images 
Uve in it, (as you fay fculpture does, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome)^ They ftand out, 
and frefent tbemfelves to the touch, as if ijot 
defcribed, but embodied. Yet, one is led, 
by the turn of your fentimehts, to fufpeft 
you of robbery, as if you had ftolen, from 
unhappy //^s/k, what, in the poverty of her 
prefent condition, flie can, of all things, 
leaft fpare ; for, while you are writing of 
»&/ Ibme^% liberty, you feera to have fucked 
in, with the Roman air, ^^fiulof an old Ro^ 
man. Go on, in your glorious endeavours, 
to light up the north, wkh this fire. We 
have always been lovers of liberty, -in hear 
coarfenefs, and rugged fimplidty 3 teach us 
to tajie her, in her poiitenefs j teach us to be 
frecy without infolence 3 and elegant ^ without 
luxury ; to be learned^ at once, and warlike j 
to be trader Sy but not tradefmen^ and, in 
fine, to deferve^ by our happinefs, the envy 
of the reft of the world, but to efcape it, by 
our humanity. If this is in verfe^ you can 
do it ; and, I am fare, you will always be 
'wiUingy or your heart is lefs known than 
your geniuSy to. 

Dear Sir^ TourSy &c. 

P 4 A. Hill. 
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OB. 23, 1734, ; 

SIR, 

TH E pleafure you gave mc, ia Othello^ 
was fo new and furprizine, that I 
cannot forbear fending you my private ac-» 
knowledgment, though you have been bet-» 
ter thanked by the voice of (he people. 

Pantomimes and Operas had almoft given 
me a diftafte to mufick ; but I ani recon-r 
ciled to it, in your fpeaking, 

The gboji of Mr. B^tb fcems to have 
appeared, in Covent Garden^ to remove a 
dejpair^ which the town was brought un-r 
der, of ever hearing a Tragic ASlor^ with 
patience, *till after xh^ force and the fweeU 
tiefs of that great fpeaker (hould be forgot- 
ten, ampngft us. 

In the midft of your juft applaufe, 
which gives me a delight, as fincere and 
lively as your own, permit me to offer a 
hint, or two, which, if you have leifure to 
weigh, before your next appearance, ipay, 
by fuch a genius as yours, be improved into 
a guard agairjil fooie little relaxations, which 

have 
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have employed the fplcen of a few cenfo-* 
rious triflers*-men, who having a btindnefs 
in their underftandings, are kept dark^xo 
the mon: delicate beauties. 

Some of thefe remarked, at your firft 
entrance, a languid hanging of the head and 
arms, very different from your animated 
gefture, when you became fired with the 
paffions in the character. Good fenfe, and 
good nature would have known how to 
^u:count for this, and confidered it as an 
effe<9t of concern, and the merit of mo- 
deily : But, as the firft appearance ftrikes 
moft ftrongly, and it is eafier to receive, 
than to remove, a bad impreflion, I could 
wifli, you would afllime, from your very 
firft ftep upon the ftage, all that warlike 
boldnefs of air, that arifes from keeping the 
nerves (as well of the arms, as the legs) 
ftrongly braced, and the vifage ereft and 
aweful 5 carrying marks of that confcious 
fuperiority, infeparable from a charadler, fo 
dignified as Othello'^, 

In purfuance of this caution, you will na^ 
turally be mindful, on two particular occa- 
iions : Firft— where, in kneeling, your 

right 
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right loot, inftead of being turned outwftrd, 
ftood bent the contrary waiy,— And, fecond* 
ly— when, at your arrival m C^ruSy you ran 
fo eagerly to the arms of Defdemonay that 
love (as is commonly the cafe) made you 
unmindful <rf" your greafnefsy which might, 
however, be well enough preferved here, 
by a certain (lately, yet tender, advancey not 
tripping lightly, to her embrace 5 but a little 
quickening x\\cjlepy more ftrongly extending 
the arms, gently -inclining the breajly not 
the heady and fending your looky as it were, 
before you, with a kind of amorous deiigbty 
in approaching her. 

Sometimes, either by turning your ^^2:^^ 
too much from the fronts or not enough rai- 
ling the articulation of your voicey we loft 
a line, or half a line, in the ioxes. This, or 
more, we could readily have fpared to fomc 
of your brothers y but none are willing to give 
up words, where every accent is harmony. 

For the fame reafon, you will always be 
fure to pleafe moft, by how much tHe more 
diftind:ly, and fignificantly, you dwell upon 
cxpreflions, which ought to be emphati-' 
cal : ~ Too running and unpointed an ut- 
terance takes off from the patbeticy that 

ftiould 



ftdtiMMnfcVcr be y^ntj/ng in Ot hi ffd. He 
feys nodiitt^^ 'that h hoi imp§ri^Ht ; theits*' 
Ibrt, yweigkt ftiould never be /t<^///', in the 
tone that exprefles it, no more than in the . 
kok that accompanies, Or in the aliion that 
Imprints it. A particiiiar inference Will 
follow this obfervation, with refpeft to fin^ 
fences J where they have any thing ftrikingly 
peculkt^^ which fliould always be both pre- 
ceded and clofed^ by a paufi of confiderablc 
length ; to awaken and prepare expedxi*- 
tion, and the other to give time for re^c-- 
tion, that, To, the image may d^fcend ]^fe£t, 
firon die ear to the WidetJifinSng. 

By efFedt of judicious paufes, too, taking 
breath in well-chofen places, a voice ^ of fuch 
compafs as ^urs, may, in the higheft tor- 
rent of paflion, rifeftill ftronger and clearer, 
beyond belief or example. , 

In the number of your beauties, I was 
extremely pleafed with one, as it was not 
only natural^ but almoft folely your own. — 
It was that impreflive attention, with which 
you liftened, while fpoke to, and the intent 
direftion of your eye to its proper objeSly on 
iUti'^ flage \ whereas, it .is common, among ^ 
modern aftors, to beftow their looh^ and 

their 
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their language ^ upon the audience ^ whona^ 
by that means, they are fure to put in mind^ 
that they are only Players^ and iny^ 5 and 
fo deftroy the nobleft delight of the fcene j 
which is, that we (hould be deceived into a 
fuppofitioUj that it is not itnitation, but 
reality. 

I FORBEAR to wifli you fucce/sy becaufe it 
is a confequence, and you zx^fure of it: 
Neither will I wifti yoM joy ^ fince the tcwn 
ihould rather be congratulated upon the 
difcoviery, that Tragedy neecl not be lofty for 
want of an ABory who is capable of fupport-* 
ing it ; yet, I am, very truly, and very much, 

5/r, 

Your JVelLwtJheTy 

And mo ft humble Servant y 

A, HiLi,. 



To 



I 
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To Mr, Thompson. 



• • 



f Fe6. 17, 1735. 

- Dear SiRy 

YOU have lately given me tvfro plca- 
fures 5 for one of them 1 am indebted 
to fortune, who brought me near you, (tho* 
riot quite liear enough) the other night, at 

\\ifi Playboh/i. ■ : ',' '' ' r. 

The fecond I owe to a hand, I am infi- 
niteTy more proud to he obliged by ; for J 
received your beautiful . prefenr of Liberty^ 
from its author. / 



4 r 



It will be, in all fenfes, an ornament to 
my fiudy. It will alfo he fuch to my hearty 
and my memory ; for I fhall never be able 
to think of a lovelinefs in moral, a frariknefs 
in focial, or a penetration in political life» to 
which you have not, in this inimitable 
ixiafter-piece, both of language and genius, 
given a force, and a delicacy, which few 
fhall be born with a capacity to feel, and 
none ever with a capacity to exceed, 

I don't 
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I don't know a pleafure I fhould enjoy 
with more.prid?|.th«!rtl)4|: of idling up the 
leifure of a well-employed year, in exerting 
the cjri^^i on ypur poem ; in confidering it, 
firft, with a view to the vaftnofs Of rjts con- 
ception, in the general plgij i fceqndly, to 
the grandeur, the depth, . %kc ^nleaning, 
feljf-Aipported richnefs of th^ fentiments ; 
and; thirdly, tothp ftrength, the elegance, 
the muficlc, the coniprehenfivo, living cijerr- 
gy, and clofe propriety of your expteflion. 



- » \^ 



I LooK^upon this mighty work^ 93 th^ 
hAfiretched blaze of our expiring genius. 
It is the dying effort of despairing gn4 in- 
dignant virtue, and will fiand, like one of 
thofe immprtal j^ramids-^ which oarry their 
magnificence thro' times, that wonder, to 

fee nothing rouad them> but uncomfortfible 
defart ! 

Yet, yoa muft give me leave, while I but 
admire your genius y to love your fouiy that has 
fuch compafs of humanity! your poem is 
not i>ewer, than your mind 5 nor your ex-- 
jpreJJiQn ftronger, than your virtue. 

What- 
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Whatever fcbool-entbujkfm has mif- 
dreitmt o£ Hotner^ that he knew all artSy 
and that his works have taught their prac- 
tice, rtiight be almoft faid, and proved, of 
,Mr. ^hdmffon'^ Lib&ty^^ without partiality, 
or ilMtery 5 wh«6ver has \>^^ jufftred^ dohe^ 
or thought y thro' all Ae revolutions of for- 
gotten tiihe^ your more than magic fnuft 
revokes, reafts, and animates, 'till -we be*- 
come cotemporaries of every bufy age, and 
y&?, and feel the changes, which they Jhone^ 

'Tis poffible, that this devoted nation, 
irrecoverably loft in luxury, may, like your 

— Little aftift, form. 
On higher life intent, its iilken tomb. 

It may rife to future animatioriy and (its 
wealth, Its pride, and commerce loft) lofc 
alfo its corruption, and re-triumph, in the 
ftrengthof un-defiring poverty^ For, cer- 
tainly, you have dete(9:ed xhtfole root of eve- 
ry Bnglijh eyily you deplore, fo beautifully. 

Whenever pufPd with pow^r^ and gorg'd 

with wealthy 
Nations, like ours, let trade enormous rife. 

And 
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And Eaft, and South, their mingled trqet-- 

J: fure pour y 

%hen^ fweird impetuous, the corrupting flood 

Burijs o'er the city, and devours the land. . 

• • • < 

♦ • • < - . ' 

. Think, ferio.ufly, upon this pbfervatiOT, 
and try, if, in all your intimate /acquaintance 
yfixh paft ages, youcan find a people long, 
at once, retaining public virtue^ and ex- 
i^r\de4 commerce.' . . ..\ t 



I 1 . > 



^' Search, too, as much in vain, for one, 
/ who is, with warmer truth, and . better 

founded zeal, than I am, 

-. * ..... 

Dear Sir. ■ : * ' 

• ■• • ■ - •^•♦%, 

Tour mo ft obedient _, 

And moji bumble Servant^ 

A. Hill. 



/v , 



Dear 
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>^- 3^ 1736- 

DjSAIt 81R, 

You had a great deal of goedneft, to 
forgive my interpofing, the other day, 
in a concern of fo tender a nature : Be fo 
juff, to aflure yourfclf, nothing lefs could 
have led me to do it, than the urgency of 
yourneareft relations, that I fhould give you 
my thoughts on the occafion, whereon they 
'&em to place great confequence, with re- 
gard to your fortune- and figure in life ; 
but,' I muft confefs, that thofe fofter, and 
rqore generous arguments, which you en- 
jfbrced, on your own part, froqi the perfo- 
'rial merit of that other lady, to whom 
your heart has fo long been attached ; with 
your abhorrence of . fuch cruejty, as to 
afflidi her with a feparation ; the efFed: of 
which is to be dreaded, in a paflion fo fin^- 
cere, and fo delicate. The ftrens^th and 
humanity of all thefe reafons, together with 
thofe grateful and noble confcflions of your 
ftill undiminifhed affeftion, and the lady's 
increase in deferving it, make me heartily 
wi(h, that your familv had not engaged me, 
in a caufe, which I am much more inclined 

Q_ to 
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to give up, than defend, in all lights, hut 
one only. 

I AGREE with you (and fb muft all 
men, who have fenfe of fidelity,) that the 

. utmoft compai&on of tendernefs is due to 
the confiding, and the lovely. — I agree with 
you, too, that the right way to judge, is, to 

' put one's felf in the place of the ferfaken. 
Give me leave, to do this fairly, with the 
moil impartial fincerity of reafoning ; and 

. it fhall be my only additional argument to 
thofe I gave you the pain of confidering, 

: when we talked, on fo unpleafing a fubjed. 

' Remember, how pofitive you were, that 
your quiet is fo dear to this lady, that, (fup- 
pofing her under temptation, like yours) 

■ fhe would have no regard at all to a pro- 
fpedt of improving her condition, by quit- 
ting you. The cafes, tho' fo feemingly 
alike, differ widely, when you come to 
compare them. By the prefent extraordi* 

. nary occafion of advancing your fortune, 
you become mafler of its ufe, and its influ- 

, ence, and can direct it to augnient, inftead 
of deftroying the eafe, in life, of this lady, 

r from whofe immediate poffeffion it fnatches 

^ you. A woman's cafe, in this point, is the 

reverfc 
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rcverfeofa man- s.-— You leave me fafely to 
infer, . from the ,care I obferved you to pro*- 
fefsj'fof this beloved party's welKbeing and 
affluence, that fuch an increafe of your owa 
good fortune, as this match will fiecure yoi4 
muft draw on (as its neceflary confequence) 
a confidcrable new lift to the lady's. 

.,. But you infifted, 1 ihould put myfelf in 
her place, . and I fee not how J am able to 
do it, w;ithout allowing the full and necefla- 
ry weight, to thofe affliding impreffipns, 
Ihe rnuft fuffer under, from an appearance 
of. your having unkindly forfaken her ; — - 
unkindly, becaufe of thofe engaging de- 
monftrationSj which you confefs, (he has 
given ypu, of a faith, and a faithfuloefs, 
fiiat can never be too gratefully rewarded* 
I can find but one anfwer to this ; — you 
declare, that her underftanding is of a piece 
with her perfonal accomplifhments. — If it 
be fo, fhe, herfelf, will advife you, not to 
lofe an >occafion of eilablifhing your intereft 
and her own : She will know, (after a lit- 
tle feripus reflection) that fuch opportuni- 
ties will not always be offering 3 that the 
longer fhe pofTeAqs you, the remoter you 
muft be from the likelyhood. And fince 

0^2 you 
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joa w31 be growing old Cogedier, (he wiK 
beanwiiiiog tD.liaaard iuch an idea in yoar 
menxiry, as that yoo loft (for her Ake) ^e 
TCTf power of enWging her condition mto 
ndcpendence and iu^fj^ioeCs. 

ApTPit aH, were the 30000/. Aat h 
offered you, thirty times 30000/. I fhould 
think it a foafenefs, to look npon intereft, as 
a reaibn for your leaving a lady to affli^on 
and mifery, who has fo gentle a claim to 
your compaflion and lehderhefs. But, when 
the very reward of that claim can only be 
fully found, in fuch a prudential neceffity of 
exalting your love, info a friendlhip, as 
dear and defirable, it cannot properly be 
faid, that you leave her at all ; and (fince 
ihe is wife, as well as fincere) flie will never 
reproach you, for an adion, flie herfelf has 
fuch fliare in the advantage and good eflFedk 
of. Yet, truft your refolution neither to 
reafon alone, nor to paffion. Marry both 
thefe together, and they will afterwards 
marry you ; and the lady you defire to 
retain, will give you generoully up, to the 
lady who wiflies to attraft you. — Think as 
juftly upon tbis, as y^u do upon other occa- 

fions. 
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fions, and the event wiU be fare to ftand 
ju^ed tOi 

Dear Sir, 

Tour mofi i^bedienty 

Humble Servant ^ 

m 

A Hill. 



To Mr^ Thompson. 

' «• 
May 20, 1736. 
Dear Sir, 

WHEN your friends wait a long! 
while for fuch letters as yours, they^ 
are fure to receive a kind of balance, from 
your equity 5 for they njuft, at leaft, be as 
long in forgetting, as they were in expeS- 
ing them. TKey come charged, like the 
winds of Arabia J with the fragrant exha- 
lations of the cliniate, they belong to. 

pNE of the natural gro\yths of fuch ^ 
mind, as we fee in your writings, is the ge- 
nerofity of your purpofe, in favour of the 
bookfeller. I am in love wifh the huma- 
nity, that infpired fuch a fentiment j but, for 

Q^ the 
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fake of my country, wifli it may never be 
carried into execution ; becaufe the beauty 
of the aftion, would, of neceflity, prevent 
its ever being forgotten ; and a kind of nati- 
onal infamy, which muft difgrace us to po- 
fterity, will, as infallibly, be a qonfequencc 
of its being remembered. 

I CONFESS myfelf fincerely mortified, to 
hear, that fuch a poem as Liberty y in fuch 
a nation as Great Britain^ can have failed 
to make a bookfeller as rich as an ungrate^ 
ful people have been made, by its invaluable 
fund of manly fentiments : but there are 
difpofitions^ (in political, as well as natural 
bodies) which have prevalence to help, or 
hinder, the- effe<fl of medicines 3 and I am 
apprehenfive, that republican improvements, 
upon monarchical foundations, will but fpoil 
two different orders, eitl^er of which, alone, 
might have had ftrength and gracefulnefs. 

As to the criticifms, you defire me to fend 
you, againft a fecond edition of this beau-^ 
tiful Poem, it would be the eafieft, and 
pleafanteft tafk in the world : For I (iould 
fill a large volume, with unanfwerable 
proofs, that there is fomething, newer and 

greater^ 
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greater y in this work, th^ in any that I 
ever met with, in poetry. 

V 

My criticifms, in the fenfe, to which you 
limit the word, would be of as narrow a 
reach as the ta^e of the age, you have writ 
to. They would, in a manner, be confined 
to one view — and that is, to examine, whe- 
ther, notwithftanding the care I perceive 
you have taken, to avoid it, the plenitude of 
idea, that is every where fo glowingly di- 
ftinguifhable, has not left, here and there,' 
fome degree of obfcurity in the cxpreffion, 
from the difficulty yoQ muft have met with, 
to reduce infinity into diftindtion* 

The places are few, and the fad: is too 
doubtful, to be infifled on. — You fhall de-- 
cide, by one fingle example, whether I am. 
fight, in my notion, or conceive not fo. 
clearly, as you have really expreffed yourfelf. 

" She too the mineral feeds : the obedient 
lead^ 
The warrior iron, nor the peaceful lefs. 
Forming of life art-civiliz'd the bond/* 






If my ear and apprehenfion, deceive mc 

not very much, there is a hardnefs .and 

Q 4 darkneft. 
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darknjefs, in (biflt part of ihc turn of this 
expreffion. And, though a commai be- 
tween peaceful and lefsy and a parenthefis 
round the epithet, arUciviliz% Would have 
greatly facilitated the comprtheniion, yet, 
if I am not more miftakcn, than 1 ought to 
be, when I give my opinion to a friend, it 
Would have been clearer, in Ibme fuch 
manner, as the following. 

The peace, aiid war-fupporting iron bond. 
That holds together life's whole chain of 
arts. 

Would fo God, you were in the rights 

in that part of* your letter, which wifhes, in 
lieu of flate-patroriage, in favour of learn- 
ing, that we had only fome ^ood aSf vfpar^ 
HafHenfy for fecuf ing to authors the prc^perty 
6f their own works ! methinks, if the aw^ 
would go deep enough, to reach the very 
root of your wifli, it fhould, alfo, fecure to 
the publick, tKe education of hfet gende- 
men, as well as the property of her Writers ; 
fince, where the firft are unable to tajie^ 
the laft nnifl write to no purpofe; I am 
afraid, the nouriftiment of good tafte fhould 
begin in the cradle 5 and the fnodus of think- 
ing be as political a part of the conftitu- 
2 tional 
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tional care, in a ftatethat would be famous 
for attSy AS early and neceflary appKcatiofl to 
^ms^ WAS) in ikte^ that have afpired to ^ 
military greatnefs. 

The truth of this remark appears no- 
where more vifibly, than at the entertain- 
ments of our Jia^ty (the decline, and blind 
management wh»eof, you fo pathetically 
dc£:rlbe and lament). The Plays and Players 
feldpm fixing my attention, I have leifure 
enough to obiervey and I do it with a me^ 
l^choly delight, the dfedts of great and 
n^iaicuUne fentiments, on the nominally no^ 
bk> and moft powerful part of theiaudience» 
-»-Here I have always the iiK^tiiicatlon to 
feC) in their very eyes^ that their Jk^rts have 
no f eating for ^rtue ^ and that their beadi 
haye no perception for genius : They are 
ftfongly fufceptible of whatevter they were 
born to dej^^ 3 and poorly infeaiible ta 
every thing that they ought to encourage. 

In fuch a fituation, alas ! what hope from 
an a£lj unleip it were to be an a£t, for the 
future produ(9:ion and manufafture of aft- 
makerSp 

Tms 
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The warmth you exprefs againft thisf 
corruption of our.ftage, is the natural in- 
dignation of a breaft. 

« I . r the bounds ofy^^divinely burfting* 

I was once of opinion, that the cure 
might have been eafier, than I now am a- 
fraid 'twill be found : I know well, that 
nothing, moral or inftrudlive, was expedted, 
or defircd, by the modifh frequenters of 
Theatres ; but I had a notion, it might be 
poffible, to furprife them into corredtion. 
I confidered, that the paffions, being the 
fprings of the heart, when they are pow- 
erfully ftruck out by the writer, and as 
ftrongly imprinted by the aShr^ m their rc- 
prefentation, they ought tp force their way 
over the mllx in which cafe fools of fa- 
fhion (fince they have fbme feeling) muft, 
I thought, be pleafed ; but, being pleafed, 
unawares, they would, find, I thought, a 
keener delight, by bow much lefs they ex- 
pected it. 

Under influence of fucih notions as 
thefe, I was almoft determined to have put 
myfelf to the trouble and expence of an 

experiment, 
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experiment, without other fubfcriptiofi or ' 
fupport, than the countenance of a dozen, or 
two, of untaxed encourag^rs, properly cho- ' 
fen, to fome written declaration, that there 
being a defign on foot, for opening a neia 
tragic theatre^ for extending and regulating 
the condud: of the ftage, and appropriating 
its influence to the fervice ^ of wifdom and 
virtue, their names were fubfcribed in de- 
claration, that they would protect, and give 
countenance to the undertaking, as long . as 
it fhould be carried on, with a ikill and 
endeavour, correfpondent to the propofal. 

If the P e could have been engaged, 

in the head of fuch a lift, it would have had 
all the effed: of a patent, without the noife 
and the difficulty 3 and the Opera-houfe, ia 
the Haymarkety would have had three or 
four nights, weekly, to fpare, for the be- 
ginning, 'till the fuccefs of the affair might 
have fhewn, how far worth while the refor-- 
tnatioriy as well of the Jabric and Jorm^ as 
the management of a T^heatre^ was. 

I WAS pleafed with this fcheme, ^till I 
came to confider, where the names could be , 
fo^nd, and by what means to engage them, 
without renpuncing that retreat, that ob- 

fcurity 
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ioirity of choice, which I had aiTumed to 
myfelf) as the (hare I laid claim to, among 
the moft defirable bleflings of liberty. — 
There IJiopt^ and began to difcover a kind 
of inconfiftency of purpofe, in the leifure, 
and refle<ftion, which muft be neceflary for 
planning and condu<^ing the defign> oppo- 
fed againft the foUicitation and addreisy 
without which it would be found impoiiiblc 
to make it fuccefsfuL 

So much for the /hgc ; to which I add, 
in behalf of Zaray becaufe you have done 
her the honour to invite her to a fhelf, in 
your ftudy, that flie ihall wait on you, 
fhortly, with a younger fifter, much hiand** 
£)mer» 

I AM pleafed to hear, that Mr. Pof>e was 
fo kind, as to make any enquiries concern* 
ing me ^ I muft allow fuch merit as his, to 
intitle its poffeflbrs to thinks when they will, 
juid what they will, of their friends. It is 
enough that I feel him through diftance ; 
I lofe none of his force, from the coldnefs 
of his fricndfhip ; on the contrary, I am 
made fure, by fome rcafons I have to be 
convinced, we think differently of each 
other J that my efteem for bimy is the cffcd: 

of 
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of his excellencies, becaufe it could have 
no ground to grow in, if it were the return 
of partiality. 

Your good nature was juftly and gene- 
roufly employed, in the mention you make 
of poor Mr, Savage: — It is a long time, 
fince I faw him : I have ,been told, fome of 
his friends make complaints of certain little 
effects pi2.fpleen in his temper, which he is 
no more able to help, and fhould, therefore, 
no thofe be accountable for, than the misfor^ 
tunes^ to which, in all likelihood, his confti- 
tution 'may have owed it, originally. It is 
pity, methinks, there is nobody to be found 
near the king, who hz^ weight enough, and 
will enough, to put him efFedtually in mind, 
that the fidgular care of this unfortunate fon 
of a nobleman, born in wedlock, to inherit 
the eftate and title, and prevented in both, 
by the extraordinary interpofition of a par- 
liamentary power, without referve of fub- 
fiftence affigned him, feems to leave him 
the mort equitable right in the world, to 
fuch a penfion from the crown, as might 
put him above thofe mortifications in life, 
which, no doubt, muft have fowered his 
difpofition, and given the unreflecting part 

of 
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of his acquaintance, occafion to complaiMj 
now and then, of his behaviour. 

Pray how long do you ftay in Kew-lane? 
— I have no other, ireafon for alking, but 
becaufe I have long been refolving a vifit to 
Richmond^ and, .while, you are fo near it, 
my inducement will be doubled. I have 
promifed my daughters to fliew them the 
queens garden and hermitage; jind the 
weather now begins to look, as if it would 
throw off its Englijb uncertainty, and allow 
us fome fhort fpedmen, whereby we may 
guefs, wh^Lt foreigners mean, when they 
tdikofAncJiimmers.' I am. 

Dear Sir, ' 

- Tour Tmft affeSiionate^ 

J[?id dbedieni Servant. 

• I 

A. Hill. 



SIR, 
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Feb, 28, 173^* 
SIR,' 

I See clearly, by feme names among your 
performers, that you are not in fo much 
danger as I apprehended, on 'that quarter. 
But, I am afraid, you are in more, than you 
imagine, onjirtother 5 and that is, from the 
choice of your fubje<3:, and allegorical rf- 
tnotenefs of your fatire. — What I mean is, 

' that the neceffity your prudence was under, 
ta difguife your defign with caution^ has fo 
perplexed it 'with douhtfulnefs^ that I am 

• fearful, in the hurry of adioii; fome of the 
fnoji meaning allufions, in ybixr piece, may 
be miftaken for fcenes, which want any 
meaning at all ; while, on the other fide, 
among the few, who can penetrate purpofe, 
and unravel the fatire, as faft as they hear it, 
you will find Jbme perfons malignantly dif- 
pofed, upon a fuppofition, that royalty, ki 
general, fhould never be the mark of con- 
tempt ', and others, becaufe they will con- 
clude, you have levelled your aim againft 
particular objefts, at whofe expence they 
muft incline to be diverted. 

From 
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From thefe apprehenfions, I am com- 
pfelled to depend on your good-nature for 
excufe, as to the Prologue and Epilogue : 
J have good reftfons for declining every ha- 
r^ardi of being coniidcred m a light this 
.would very unfeaibnably (hew me in s and 
I (hould do an4njiiftice to your candour, if I 
ioade the leaft doubt of your parduHi upon 
a motive of this nature. 

I am heartily forry, I had not fooner an 

, idea of your plan j and flatter myfelf, I 

-rmi^t have had the good fortune of perfoa- 

dipg you to change it| for fixyje other, not 

only of lefs dangerous provocation, but mof e 

propjifing likely hood, to/dl in with ^e 

.|)ublick capacity. Dtamaffc Levels are to 

be taken bythc appreheflfkm ofthofe we 

would divert 5 no matter how juft, or how 

. poignant our meanings, if they lie not open, 

and vifible enough to be catched, in their 

glancing. — You know who, very much to 

- your purpofe, has told us, 

*^ That ftars beyond a certain height, 
*^ Give mortals neither heat, nor light.** 

Upon the whole, if it were poflible, in 
fo fhort a time as is left you, to fubftitute 

any 
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any other of your pieces, in place" of this 
'kehearfal of KingSy I am convinced, you 
would a<roid a difappointment, and, perhaps, 
a mortification. — And, perfuaded as I am, 
of this, upon repeated and attentive reflec- 
tion, I think it an hooefler error, to hazard 
my judgment, than, by difguifing my fenti- 
ments, do injuftice to my fincerity ; for I 
(hall be always defirous to prove myfelf. 

Tour moji obedient^ 

» 

HumBle Servant^ 

A. Hill. 



M^ 



To Mr. de Voltaire. 

June 3, P736. 
SIR, 

I Saw, by accident, a paragraph from a 
letter of Monfieur Thieriot^ to Mr. Grig'* 
nhn^ a friend of his in London, which h^s 
given me the pleafure of perceiving, that 
you are too generous to difclaim your Zaire \ 
though naturalized in England. My coun- 
trymen have, hitherto, been rauqh more 

R re^dy, 
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ready, to adopt the folly ^ than the wity o£ 
France ; I, therefore, looked upon you, as^ 
my lawful prlze^ and feized you to adjuft 
the balance. 

I FOUND you born for no one country^ 
by the embracing widenefs of your fenti- 
ments ; for, fince you tbifik for all man- 
kind, all ages, and all languages, will claim, 
the merit of your genius. 

Whatever narrownefs there is in /^^/^, 
there is none inpoetry^ at leaft, your poetry .r 
— What paints all manners, fhould delight 
all countries \ and you have only to refolve 
to* dicy if you would live in hearts^ as well 
as tongues. But, while you ihew us other 
men's great qualities, in the moft ftrong and * 
equitable lights, you make yourfelf appear 
unjuft, in one particular 5 for you would cut 
off that relief of fools, their railing at co- 
temporary excellence. You are (to owij die 

> 

truth) unconfcionably a Monopolift, and 
poor wretches, whom your plenty makes 
lb, have the right of clamorous indigence, 
to be abufive, with impunity. 

ALTjJRA was fent too late to London y 
fhe fliould elfe, in one and the fame feafon, 

have 
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h^vcinfpived the Jf ages of tw6 nations ; but, 
even as • it is, a company of very Ikilful 
aftors are now re-opening the great Thea- 
tre, in LincolnS'InnJieldsy in order to per- 
fornni this tragedy. — I own, I have encon- 
faged them to this attempt, \xxfummer^ to 
Jprote6t you from a winter ftorm of merce- 
nary pens, that, tempted by your Zaire's 
fuccefs, were threatening to disjoint Alzira : 
But, to prevent hef being blotted, by defa- 
cing pencils, I chofe rather to produce her 
haftily, much lefs a beauty than you dreW 
her, than permit her to be robbed morfc 
flbwly, of her.fpirit, air, and likenefs. 

I WAS already got to a feiredt^ in which 
i bury my town purpofes, when, about three 
weeks fince, the French Alzira was, firft, 
fent down to me by my Bookfeller j and 
how the Aftors (perfe6t in their parts) are 
ready to begiti Its teprefentation : This 
charge againft tfiyfelf I fend you for two 
reafons s fuch a precipitation will excufe thd 
fauiti in my own verfion, and convince yoU 
of my zeal to faVe you from duller i 

My letter is in Engtifi, becaufe I have 
^fe^p proofs, in print, that you are mafter of 

R a our 
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our tpQgiie» while^. oa liie co«tnir|r, I oeif 
ther write npr fpesjc, in yours, with firecL- 
dom or corr^^toeis. 

BE.pleafei to. hcwoui: mc with your 
commands, to wbom I m>y addreJfe, fof yojuu 
my verfioaof ^2;/W.-^^-I takiQ a£(][uaintaaCiP 
with yoMv ffim&y not without 9 melancholy 
ienfe of what I IqA,, by bdn|; abiepta, ia the 
tour of Scotland^ at a timA when many edf 
my friends, enjoyed yow perfoMoI infijnacy 
here^ in Lqndon. But X know you, in, yonr 
nobkft felf> as n>illipn4 vojfi Iukxw Homen^ 
and Eurypides 5 ' and as fittuxc n^ilUona will 
Voltaire^ when envy fhali be choaked in. 
duft, oc FnatiQe deferv? it, for producing j^w, 
I beg to have a place affigned mp,, in the lift 
ef the fmcereft of^ 

Tour mpji humble^ 

And obedient Servanfj^ 

fProm my Honfe, inFett]f< 
France, Wtftminder. 



MADAMt 



.Ag^ 7» 1736. 
Madam, 

IT was very late, laft night, before I 
gave up the fcheme of a little journey to 
^fmhridgel on this very Saturday y where, 
th^' my ftay mufl have been fhort, my fatif- 
fadion would have been infinite $ for I had 
delighted myfelf with a profpcd: of waiting 
on you back again. 

But this cannot now be-*-Stubborn bu- 
lineiTs ihterpofes— and the only amends I can 
make myfelf, for the difappointment, is, to 
dwell on your idea, with a double fenfe of 
its fweetnefs, 'till I am reftored to the 
bleffing of your real and perfonal converfe. 

In the mean time, I have made a difco- 
very, that thofe phihfopherSy who have been 
puzzling them/elves J and their readers j with 
enquiries after the Jeat of the foul ^ might have 
been convinced (could they have been hap- 
py enough to meet with (ontt fuch an>iable 
compofition as yours) that there is no part 
cf the body without it. Whenever you 
fpeaky it is in your tongue ~ when you are 
plenty it is in your eyesy and you never fit 

R 3 down 
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down to write, bi^t it defcends to yonrjin^ 
gers. It was diffufed, I am fure, over every 
part of your letter : not a line, but carried 
marks of your fine fenfe, and your delicacy. 

Yet with all this excefs of accomplifh-' 
ments, you are fometimes a little unju/i - 
you would not, elfe, have difapproved my 
retreat from the crowd of the world, fince 
it is by fuch company as yours, men are 
taught to love folitude. There are pilgrims^ 
among the Turks ^ who at their return from 
the temple of their prophet; burn their eyes^ 
with hot irons, fo to (hut out, by a volun- 
tary blindnefsy all lefs holy and commoner 
objeds. There is a niuch piore provoking 
defcent, from Mrs. L-^-w^-r's converfation, 
down to that of the world 5 and the only 
W^y> for a man to be happy, who has once 
- enjoyed that blefling, and muft not conti- 
nue to enjoy it for ever, is, by declining all 
other fociety, to efcape the mortification of 
too remote a comparifon. 

Where, with the modefty of the woman^ 
is mixed the tendernefs of the friend : ~ 
where frugality only limits generofity, and 
wilxiom carries caution, dreffed in the air 
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4of the moft affable openefs : ~ where expe- 
rience and conduft in life, inftead of jufti* 
iying fome fhadow of vanity, ferve only to 
ftrengthen humility^ and the memory lets 
flip nothing, but remembrance of anger and 
injuries 5 — where, to all thefe endearing 
charms of the mindy there is added zperforiy 
that looks as if heaven had made it on pur- 
pofe to deferve and become fuch a fpirit ; 
Who (that fees, hears, and thinks) would be 
abfent from fuch a union of lovelinefs ? 

For my part, I can never refle6t on thefe 
enchanting truths, without finding ^ fome 
new reafon, for profeffing myfclf, with un- 
changeable and increafing refpeft, 

Madaniy 

Tour mcft faithjul^ 

And devoted Servant ^ 

A. Hill* 
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^0 Mr. Pope. 

From Buxton fFells, TierbyJUre^ 

May II, 1738. 

IHave been, for fome time, 9 folitary 
Rambler ; and having, in a tour which 
I began with laft fummer, and am in hopes 
pf putting an end to with this, vifited fome 
of our own, and our neighbour's feacoafts, 
I ftole the delight of converfing, great part 
of a day, with fome vegetable children of 
yours, in Lady 'Peterborough'^ gardens, at 
Mount Bevis. I was fo pleafed, with many 
things I faw there, that I could have wor- 
fhipped, in her groves, like a Druid : — I 
forgot myfelf, for many hours^ into an 
cfcape from that proportion of pain, which 
imbitters our moft tender refledtions, when 
they relate to pur oiFspring of a lefs grateful 
and prunable kind, into an enjoyment of 
that ferener fatisfadtion, which you are inti- 
tled to receive, above moft men ; and more 
capable, perhaps, of receiving, under the in- 
creafe of your flourifhing green families. 

For my own part, even when a boy, I 
was very apt to be out of conceit with a life 

of 
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of fTQich rapture or buftlc j but what was 
then ai€jre eitBitm^ being now become nu-^ 
ture^ I afllgn mjrfelf no further concern 
with the world) than txD accommodate my 
dtfim to my lot % for, after having vainly 
afj^red to be aStive^ to fomc good ends, and. 
good offices, which I am not allowed the 
proiperity, that was neceflary, for ejffedra- 
ally reaching, all I now find remaining, as 
a tafk for my future folitade, is, to learn to 
be lazy^ wiihovit fpleen^ and fubnsut to be ufe^ 
lefs^ with, tempir. 

However, to confefs a plain truth, I 
don't know, whether I am not fetting up 
for a pretender to virtue, from a modera- 
" tion, wherein Nature has more fhare than 
Grace j there being one among our paffions, 
which you have taught us to deteft in its 
coverts, where it makes the leaft noife of 
them all, — like thcjiill^foft voice ^ wherein 
God condefcended to come, when he 
would neither be found in the thunder, nor 
whirlwind, 

* 

^ One, oft xTiotcfirong than all— the love 
of eafe.^' 

But what imports it, whether a perfon 
of fo little confequence as myfelf, owes his 

content 
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content in retirement to his natural tafte, or 
his indolence. There is one. thing, I am 
fare, which we all of us owe to the public ; 
and that is, fome account of the ufes we 
make of our leifure. — If I might be allowed 
to commute, in a pennance enjoined me by 
fortune, I would attone, very willingly, for 
ray doing too little, by thinking as much, and 
as well as Lam able : I ftiould only be a- 
fiaid of fuppofing myfelf bufieji^ when, in 
truth, I was moft idlely employed. And of 
this probability, I wifh I may not, juft now, 
be about to give you a fpecimen^ 

I HAVE lately been looking back upon a 
defign, which I had gone a good length in, 
and laid by, in the year 1730, — An Eflay 
on Propriety, in the Thought and Ex- 
preflion of Poetry ; wherein both Heads arc 
confidered, with a Limitation to three dif- 
tin^S Requifites — Adaption^ Simplicity^ and 
Clofenefs. It will be ready for publiftiing 
againft winter ; but finding many reflec- 
tions, in this tracft, which relate to fomc 
parts of your writings; wherein, if you were 
not miflaken, by accident^ I myfelf have 
been fo, by deliberate error of judgment, I 
would rather be fet right, by your own^ than 

th© 
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the puplick's opinion j and ' it is, therefore, 
the bufinefs of this letter, to bring you, firft, 
a fliort fketch of my general purpofe ^ and, 
in the next place, to offer you not only a 
private examination, but eyen the abfolutc 
and final decifion of every fuch cenfure, as 
concerns you. 

To begin at the wrong end, like a true 
modern Critic, I have, under the head of 
ExprefRon, particularly, kept in my^view, a 
very common^ yet, I think, little noted defeft 
of good writers ; moft of whom I find apt 
to throw out their conceptions but in grofs, 
by a too general reprefentation of the idea, 
as it ftrikes in the whole ; difregarding, as 
an unneceflary Care, to appropriate the 
Words they make ufe of, to their diftindl 
and particular tendency. And, from this 
hafty and comprehenfive inaccuracy of wr/- 
ters^ I conceive it to arife, that the genera- 
lity of readers (now no longer exacting that 
choice which makes elegance) feem to have 
loft fight and tafte of that deleBus verborutny 
>y herein Cafar (I think it was Cafar) placed 
the ftrength and foundation of eloquence : 
and whence only can arife luch exaftnejfs 
as will juftify a very lively imagination of 

your own ; 

" Expreflion 
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** Expreflion is the drefs of thought." 

I CALL it your imagination, becaufe, t 
believe, the idea muft have been /hape (not 
drefs) of thought ; drefs, however, an orna- 
ment, being a concealment^ or covering ; 
whereas expreflion is manifeftation and ex^ 
pofure. 

Expreflion is the birth of thought — gr^wi 

round. 
Limbs the loofe ibul, and (hapes it into 

-&)und. 

But this is a fl:art, and digreflive : —What 
I was going to fay, and return to, is this : — 
If any man wants proof, hpw much of the 
air of good poetry may be lofl by that looCt 
furtout drefe, now in fafhion, let him inArud: 
himfelf, from your oppofite examples.— Let 
him attempt but to fubftitute another word, 
of equal effedl, in the place of that living 
monofyIlabley7:^^3g-^V, in one of your, I had 
almofl faid, inhabitable landlkapes. 

« 
^' Ye grots, and caverns, Jhagg'dy with hor- 
rid thorn ! 

And, if afterwards he would convince 
himfelf, what indifpenfible neceflity there 

remains^ 



remains, thatfthejninuteft regard fhould be 
liad to a chaia of Aich powerfiil verial 
propriety^ even by thoie haj^ and inafterlj 
hxsdsy whidx faa^e been taught by it, to 
faaild mountakts in verfe, 'tiB they not onfy 
ftand^Ut to>tke()V9 but are felt, as it were, 
aontd w^lk«d over, by the fancy ; he need 
Mily exanoine with care,^ and he ihall ike 
ibmeof the n|koft celtebrated of thoie woa-^ 
dsoful artifts^ taking pains to obfcure their 
tma images as often as, abandoning the 
pmnB to a Inxtariant vivacity of genius, they 
VfM not floep'to bind meanings to fy^ables; 

Ml iK^euM, here and there, find a plaee^ 
oven. in< the ilrongeft and moil anima;ted of 
^nr wrkei^S) where, de%ifing, perhaps (as in 
pakting) the too trihi^ and ccld fliffiiefs of 
Jkti^mgy he ha& his defcriptions ftruck j^f, 
by^ « wfrd'y ^^ if hncy fell into the paliy. 

©i^B nie lea^re ts explain, what I have 
venjtured te jfay, by an inilance 5 one of the 
laft that would be in danger . of difcovery, 
from the confiding fagacity of your courteous 
and gentle peruiers ; but, which you 
will, yourjfelf, iee the v^eigbt o^ in a mo- 
n)ent. 

When 
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When fuch a Writer as you^ for exam^ 
pic, took a refolution of defcribing tht^ 
fwiftnefe of Camillay under the moft agile 
Jiyperbole of lightnefs i even to her tread-^ 
ing upon corn-^fialh^ without bowing them j 
nobody , can dOubt, but your meaning, in 
fuch a defcription, muft have been, that (he 
JkimnCd the fcarce- touch 'd plain^ flie jlen» 
ever ', — yet, when, on thei contrary, your 
-cxpceffion fays, that {hc/cours it — that un-^ 
wary mif-ufe of one word, jchecks the fpeed 
of your airy idea, and prefents to the fancy^ 
a quite oppofite image of prejfure^ attrition^ 
2R^' adherence : And thus, by adipittipg even 
a fingle monofyllable, that concurs, not ia 
the general idea, you was fq warmly con- 
veying to the reader y it arrefts the velocity 
you had in your view, with is- fure and a^ 
^ fudden effedt, as the leaden dei^th,.^^ your 
larks in xh^foreji^ when they fo beautifully 
left their little lives, in air, to the never- 
dying applaufe of the markfman who fliot 
thepi. 

You may reply, (I mean, any body, bat 
you might reply) that, by the metaphorical 
fenfe^of the word fcours^ as applied, in this 
place to Camilla^ we ought to underftand 

nothing 
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nothing more, than her rufhing violently 
over the furface : It is true ; but in that 
very violence, you will have difcovered, by 
this time, the difagreement between your 
intent and expreffion : Let us only imagine 
we fee her charging, at the head of her 
lijuadrons, or purfuing the difarray of an e-' 
nemy ; and, in a moment, it becomes ele- 
gant to fay, fhe xsfcouring thi plain ; .becaufe 
military rapidity, including ideas of infult 
arid hoftility, muft be fuppofed to lay wafiey 
while it pafTes ^ fo that what, in one cafe, 
\s propriety y becomes but obJlruBiony in the 
other, being mif-applied to velocity, inde- 
pendent of force ; where it ought to have 
been fimply confidered as fwiftnefs. A Vri- 
ter^ oiyour rank, will never be capable of 
condemning fuch inftances as thefe, under 
the thin plaufibility of their being trifling, 
and verbal remarks ; for, fince your only 
defign, in the place this is drawn from, was 
to inftrud:, by an example, how to paint 
things in words y fuch a word as defaces the 
very idea, you propofed to imprint, was an 
error, in the aftual foundation^ and muft, in 
confequence, throw down the building. 
Befides, as the chief point here in view, was 
the ftrudlure or found of your verfe, with 
• : . - purpofc 
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purpose to make it, in your own fine 
preiiiari, an echo to the fenfe ; the mkuteft 
exa(^nefs of choice^ in the words^ &ems tor 
have been of double demand and neceffitjr. 

Be fo good, therefore, to teil me (and 
believe i aik it fincerely, for the fake of in* 
ilru^on) whether I am ndftaken or not,, 
when I think ypu rather contented your&l£ 
with the general idea, than examined mM& 
the coherence of particular parts, in one €►# 
the livelieft poetical pi£tiH*es that ever was 
drawn ; yet, additional whereto, I am un- 
der an unlucky^ neceffity of fending jcjol 
ibme, ftill too faint and imperfed: new co^ 
lourings ; becaufe, without taking that e^-* 
traordinary liberty (liable as it is, to the^ aip« 
pearance of fomething the reverfe of my 

modeftcr meaning), I know not, how to 
explain to youj within any reafonable com- 
pafs of a letter, in what parts of the piece 
I was of opinion, fo much happier a hand 
as your own, (hould have given it a more 
heightened refemblance, than that glowing 
one, you beftowed on it. 

Soft, breathes the whifpVing verfe— if ze- 

phir . plays : 
Flows the ftream fmooth ? — ftill fmoother 

glide the lays, Where 
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Where high-fwoln furges fweep the found- 
ing fhore. 
Roll the rough verfe, hoarfe, like the tor- 



rrent*s rore:/": 



Whcn^^Jax ftri^v^e^ feme rock s vaft weight 
. - ' to throw," ' 
The lirxe too laboring, each dragged word 

moves flow. 
Livelier, the light Camilla fkims the* 

plain, 
Shoots o'er th* unbending corn, nor fhakes 

, * th* uncbnfcious grain. 

, . • \ • 

It would be offd:mg an indignity to a tem-* 

per and genius, like yoursj^^to apprehend^ 

(from a freedom I had but only the private > 

curiofity to ufe) any danger of being mifta- 

ken for coxcomb enough, to h^ve thought 

of fo empty a vanity, as that of comparing- 

my numbers-. The fimple truth is^ I amu- 

fed^myfelf, at that time, for my own fatif- 

faddon 5 but I now recommend to your re-'. 

cx^nfideration, one of your moft admired 

great mafter-pieces of poetical harmony, 

.with r the honefjt and friendly intention of 

convincing you^ by- an inftance, derived 

from yourfelf, that there appears ftill too 

much room, for a more verbal exa^nefs of 
- ,. S propriety, 
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propriety, evco in the works^ of our firft 
clafs of writers. 

• V • » 

a » ' ( ■> 

» ... - . r - .... 

I AM afraid of growing tedious, if I 
fhould particularise all- isny reafons for ima^ 
gining, you could have carried much farther, 
than, you did> the above riobki likenefs, be- 
tween your verfe and your images : Such as, 
th^t the wQrdJlrain, in your firft Iriie, re- 
quiring ^Jiretch'J and impreffive pronuncia- 
tion, fuits npt tbe foftnefs of the epithet.-~ 
AsLalfo, that, both in foujodand acceptation, 
there arifes, from your expreffion bhws^ at 
the end of the verfc, a kind of ruffing afir 
of windynejsy too difcompofiijg fpr the bceath 
of a zephyr. 



Add to thefe, that as, in the fourth line, 
you feem to have defigned, in the firft four 
words, a gloomy picture of high billows, 
rifing, rolling, and fwelling, while they are 
f^ in their approach to the ftrand, die fifth 
word (as it gives beginning tothe cadence 
of that verfe) ought to have brought on a 
burji^ like the hoarfenefs of ihofe billows in 
their breaking — The rufhing of a watery 
found— a kind of hollow, wa^y murmur, 
like the workings of a furfy tide, repulfed 

and 



and ftrilg'gling amon^ft pebbles. But, I 
hope, k lAzy be enbilgh, to acquit me of 
ttttpettiheilce, if I only fay fomething more 
largely, concerning any oAe verfe of the 
eight ; for, while I (hall be bufy in fo do- 
ing, I am fure, your apprehenfion will pre- 
clude, and run before my juftification, fo 
as to make needlef^ either reafonings or 
apology. 

^^ The line too' labourSj — - and the words 
move flow." 

I HAVE wondered very often, how it 
liiippened to be poffiWe, to fo cultivated an 
ear as your owhy not to diftinguifh, in the 
ibcond divifion of this verfe, a certain decli- 
nation to improper quicknefsy that runs down 
hill, too current, and unincumbered, for the 
labour and refiftance of the image. Accord- 
ing to my poor perception, three words, at 
leaft> of the five (which, I am fure, yoa 
mufl have meant, fhould move moft flowly, 
becarufc they convey both the rtde and the 
example) dance away upon the tongue, with 
a tripping and lyrical lightnefs. And if 
fuch, in reality, is the cafe, then, from a 
want of that unpliant repugnance^ that obtun-^ 
dity^ or bluntnefs of ftru(Sture, which you 

S 2 ^ thought. 
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thought, you had fufficiently given them, 
and which would have kept them ftubborn* 
ly diftinft and inflexible, they incorporate 
into a numerous y?«/V/Vjy, that expreiles hot 
the idea in your precept. 

It being my intereft, to induce a ieliefy 
that my EJay would have fomething worth 
readings it was, at leaft, no bad policy^ to be 
as bufy as I could with your writing's; but 
you muft* not exped:, you can furnifh me 
with many inftances of, this kind. The 
afliftance you offered moft naturally, was 
i>n the contrary fide of the profpeft : As 
foon as I have finifhed, and tranfcribed the 
Eflay, I will fend it to Twittenbam, m ma- 
nufcript ; refolving it fhall carry no example 
of yours to the pre/sy in a manner, againft 
which you have any juft exception. 

I MAKE the fame refolution concerning 
any thing I have faid on your thoughts^ 
where I found the field larger a little ; thx)' 
it tempted me too far out of my way, from 
conceptions originally your own, to your 
' remarks upon the fentiments of 6?/^(?rj, and 
efpecially fome of thofe in \Sx^3athoi\ with 
-which, however, upon refledkion, I find no 
neceffity to trouble the/tt^//Vi. Nay, were 

you 



Original Letters] 261- 

you to bid me expunge them, I fhould do it, 
with v6ry great pleafure ; for that would 
give me fome right to propofe your review- 
ing your cenfures yourfelf 5 —a refolution, 
which I heartily wifh you would take, be- 
caufe a ferious and critical condemnation of 
particular perfons, by fuch popular writers, 
as you are^ (fuppofing it, at the fame time, 
fever e and unjuji) muft defcend to pofterity^ 
with one of thefe two bad confequences at- 
tending it : either it muft be taken for equi^ 
table y upon the ftrength of the critic's repu^ 
tation^ to the difgrace of an mrxoctnt fufferer^ 
which your heart is too bonejt to aim at ; or, 
if the cenfure itfelf is exploded, and found 
to want weighty it muft transfer the reproach 
to the cenfurer ; who, in that cafe, receives 
his own injury. — So that it were really a 
pity, if in a treatife, abounding vyith truths 
Jlrey znd fatirey any thing (hould be found, 
by impartial pofterity, lefs derived from 
your judgment y than paffion. But it is fo pro- 
bable, that I am, myfelf, in the wrong, at 
fuch times, when I chance to think you fa, 
that I will beg your own fentiments on what 
follows, before I truft w;«6' with t\\t public k^ 

*^ None, but himfelfj can be his parallel'' 

S 3 The 
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The Bathos fays, of this line ; with a keen 
and ironical cruelty^ ifcat it is profundity it- 
jfclf, and may fecm borrowed from tbe 
thought of a Jhcni^man^ who writ under 
the pidure of his heafl: *'*- This is die 
greateft elephant in the world, except himfelfl 

What a pity ! when, from men, who& 
opinions will be partially adhered to here^ 
after, we are obliged to learn Jharpnefs^ in. 
place of deliberation^ and prefer t\i^ fpark^ 
lings and appearance of w/V, before penetra^ 
fim ^x^fdiSty in ^judgment. Or, pray, 
did I fee wrongs, when, in the place, whence 
you cited this line, I difcerned the mojfl: ma-r 
iiifeft difference^ between corporal magnitude, 
on one fide, and rational greatnefs, on the 
other ? What relates to the elephant^ J 
could cafily find was ridiculous^ becaufe it 
implied bodily diftind:ion of number, where 
the beaft was but one and the fame : But, 
how was there any refemblance of that 
blunder, in diftinguifhing between a man 
and his virtues ? When we are told by the 
hiflorians, that Alexander was unequal to 
himfelf^ what lefs mufl: we underfl:and, by 
this figure, than that his adions were un- 
like. 



like, or not parallels F Why^ but from efFedl 
of our rightly conceiving tKis duplicity of 
charafter, in one fingle perfon, do we detefi^ 
in the murderer o£ClkuSy Phitotas^ and Cz- 
UJihenes^ the fame individual great conquer- 
or, whom we can never be weary of admi-- 
rmgy in the tents of Darius^ and Porus ? I 
believe, if you had not been angry, when 
you cenfured that line, in the double dijlrefs^ 
you would have found in it, this delicate 
praife : — He Was a man, than whom none 
had been greater ; nor who had ever been 
inferior to bimfelf: — His virtues were not 
only ,Jlrong-^xh ey were Jleady. 

There is another very bold declaration 
of your judgment, upon a thought, where, 
I believe, Mr. I'heobald mi^t expedl from 
your y^^/V^, that, on fomc future rehearing 
of the caufe, you will give fentcnce againft 
yburfelf, im his favour. At leaft, I own, I 
could never apprehend, upon what fuppofi- • 
tiori of miftake, in expre^on 6v figure^ you 
came to introduce, among ridiculous images, 
what (to me) feems as natural 2, reply, as 
ever was, or could poflibly be given, from 
^ lover ^ in defence of his ntijlrefsy againft a 
reproach, that her birth was beneath him. 

S4 — «Th' 



3164 ORIGINAL Li*:tters.^ 

^ • • ■ « > . 

n — '* Th' obfcurenefs of her ^irth 
" Cannot eclipfe.the luftre pf her Eyes, 
" Which make her All one light." 

When I firft read your note, on this paf- 
iage, I found myfelf conipelled into a fliort 
befitationy hy the regard, that was due ta 
yoxxr judgment ; but I imxi;iediately acquitted 
the thought J as not only ^ juft^ but a lively 
gne ; and tht e^prejion, as one of the moll 
proper and pajfionate I had ever met with.; 
And, to this day, I can underftand it in no 
fenfebutone— Why talk'ft thou to me of her 
birth ? — How can defeats in her fortune be 
feen through fuch darling excefs in * her 
beauty^ ': . . , . 

. Let fuch rafli unweighed cenfures, as 
thefe, ftand (in other men's works), ^s a 
juftification of your own exclamationts- a- 
gainft malicious and ungenerous criticifm.— . 
, But let it n^ver be told to pofterity, that 
there were {\xc\i fpots in the fun of our poe- 
try ; neither believe, I feledt thefe two paf- 
fages, out of any particular tendernefs for 
their author. I have not, for many years, 
either (etn or correfponded with Mr,. Tbeo^ 
bald I they arofe to my eye^ by mere acci- 
2 - dent> 
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dpnt, as I was looking for a fliort hint, that 
might give you fome notion of my plan, 
under each of the heads, which it treats of; 
and I fend them you, from yourfelf, becaufe 
it will be a real delight, to me, and, by no' 
means, a difappointment at all, ' to be better 
inftrud:ed, if I am wrong in my judgment r 
and, that you may be fure I am telling you' 
truth, without affectation, falfe modefty, or 
dompliment, I will, after you have feen and 
cocamined the whole Eflay, leave 6ut every 
thing, that relates to yourfelf, which I but 
obferve to have been crofled by your pencil : 
For I (hall then think my notes of moft 
confequence, when they are before you, un- 
der private infpeftion ; and efpecially, could 
they incline you to a review. of fome of the 
lea/i weighed^ and mofi Jharp of your cenfures. 
Nay, if I know you right, you will ra- 
ther thank than condemn me, for adding, 
that I look on you as under an obligation of 
moral neceflity, to do this chriftian and gene- 
rous duty ; left, where a writer of your 
high rank in wit, has, through hafle, been 
deceived in his judgment y his mijiake fhould 
run down, and be multiplied among tpn 
thoufand implicit reporters, 

I HAVE 
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I HAVE written you a letter, that I pow 
find, too late, to be grown into an unmerd- 
fnl long one ; yet, if it were not for (h^me^ 
could go on to write much morie, and ci| 
many agreeabler fubje(3s, find a great deal- 
to fay of yourfelf, concerning whom, when 
upon any, I fpeak more than enough, you 
fhould forgive me an excefe, you have 
tempted me into. If I was hearing you 
talk, I could be pleafed with yfiur fubje<3$ ; 
bu^ 'till I find one for my ufe, which I can^ 
dwell on, with more fatisfadtion, you muft 
Icam to give place to yourfelf, in civility to^ 



Sir, 



Tour mo/i affeSlimafe^ 
And faithful Servant , 

A, Hill. 



To 
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Tq Mr. R-^^ N. ' 

May 29, 1738. 
Dear Sir. 

I Return you the two volumes of il4/A 
toff% profe writings, without having been 
able to break through them ; tho' I ftrug* 
gled (with a ten times repeated refolution) 
to make way againft the points and the 
hardneflesi which have made him impreg- 
nable to my patience. 

What a prodigious enthufiafm has po- 
etry ! that can lift a man out of himfelf ! — 
Who could dream of the Para^ife Lofty a- 
mong the dry and coarfe profe of its author ? 
What a rapture and greatnefs in the Foem ! 
What a meannefs and malice, in the difcour-^ 
fes ! There was never any thing, fo like M//- 
' ton^ as the Devil, he defcribes in his poetry / 
poiTeffing the ftrength and harmony of 
heaven^ with a will that carried bell in . its 
purpofes ! 

I am not able to par don^ much lefs am 1 
capable of ^^/w/V/^^ him. I am fliock'd, in 
every page, by a fucceffion of the moft viru- 
lent 
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lentfanaiicifms. I find him a hater of powers 
only becaufe born under a necefGty of o6ey. 
ing it. — What a difference between Har- 
rington and him ! one, regarding found prin- 
ciples, overlooked but the Jea fan, and the 
fubjedt, he would have worked on, impro- 
perly J whereas the other had no ground, no 
foundation for natural liberty 3 but indul- 
ging a licentious independency on religion, 
on manners, or policy, was for puUihg down 
authority, 'till it came to bis level j that his 
anger might havfe nothing to fear, nor his 
pride, a fuperior to flatter. 

Add to all, that his ftyle is intolerable : 

He is affedted, fuperficiaj, and crabbed: 

There is a malignance of nature in his 

thoughts, and a depravity of manners, in his 

expreffions ; in Ihort, he is felfifh, arrogant, 

and revengeful; — conceited, fophiAical* 
and odious. 

How much kinder had it been, in Mr. 
TolanJ, and our late reverend editor, to have 

permitted him to fleep on, in his duft I 

They have gathered his fragments together, 
like the limbs of fome finner, at the refur- 
redion, which are only reftored to be 

damitd. 
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damn'dy and might have been fafe, if they 
could have enjoyed their obfcurity. 

I AM neverthelcfs obliged to you, how- 
ever, for fending me the book ; and jnufl 
fay of it, as the blackamore did to the tnidwife^ 
when flie (hewed hini his wife's new-born 
boy — " It came out of aplac^, that Tlove^ 
and, if it was not fo uglyy I could kifs it." 

Would to Gdd, you had half as much 
healthy as Milton had malice ! — If I knew a 
better wifh, you fhould have it, from. 

Dear Sir^ 

• r **•«» 

I 
t " ■* ' 

l^^r moji affeSiionatey 



Humble Servant y 



A, Hill. 



r# 



I 
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!?^ Ir^r/ BoLINGBROKE. 

Js/7r 25, 1738. 

:J5fi^ Lord, 

P W and then, at the diftance, per- 
haps, of an age or two, there appear 
men, for the hoiieur of their country, whofe 
claims are lo ftrong, to the admiration of 
pofterity, that rnor writery known to have 
been born their cotemporary, can efcapc 
fome diftruft of his own tajie orfpirit^ if he 
has not applauded theirs publickfy. 

Except under impreffions like thefe, 
what have poets to do with the powerful ? 
Whatever zeal I may have for their wor- 
fhip, it is what very few great men have 
found troublefome y and it affords peace to 
my confcience, that I (hall fo feldom, among 
the catalogue of my fins, be found charge- 
able with that of modern dedication. What 
a fhameful idolatry is that, which hath be- 
pagan'd the apoftate fons of the Mufes! 
degenerate worfhippers, not in the groves^ I 
confefs, but, in far lefs inviting High Pla- 
ces 1 Bowers of the knee before Baals,, of 
the fame lumpish quality with the Calf in 

the 
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the wUdemefs, and corapofed of the &me 
damakig raetal \ 

Yetj how juftly foever I have been 
fijandalized at thefe ahominations of m poe^ 
tical heathens^ I have . felt a check in my 
ipirity for negleding the primitive wor/hip.^- 
While we ^^Xs&fuper(iitibn^ we fhould avoid 
irreligioijy nor fall off from the God, who 
condefcended to appear to our Fore-fa- 
thers. Wherever real greatnefs fhines 
QUt with xnoft Jorce^ it fliould attract with 
moft manifeft influence : and fo, indeed, 
thanfc Heaven 1 it will : For if, now and 
then, it feems otherwife, for a feafon, it i^ 
the effect of a temporary fcreen ; an un- 
^holefome intervention of fog^ which 
fteams, perhaps, from fome jen of Corrupt 
tion. — It may endanger the ^/^z^^^^f, it is true, 
while it obftrufts, ftinks and putrifies : But, 
difperfing, at laft, it brings benefit, quicken- 
ing our relifli for returns of loft fun-fhine, 
and giving back our health, with fine 
weather. 

But, when I would convey to another age 
my fentiments on the character, I find moft 
amiable in this^ to what zjlame am I adding a 

fparkle ! 
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Jparkk I The fpirit of a Bolingbroke tnxx^ 
aflert its dwn luftre ; it difdains, or difgraces, 
an auxiliary ; a poor dull gloworm make- 
weight niay be willing enough to burn out 
in its fervice, but it can have no chance of 
becoming difcernable ! 

Nor was it eafy, under influence of a tafte 
like the prefent, for a dedicator^ whofe weight 
is not found in his name^ to feled any fubjed; 
capable of elevation/ to merit your patro- 
nage, and the ear of pofterity, that could be 
intitled to probability of becoming current: 

enough, not to defame your acceptance. 

- - - • . - 

« • 

Yet, there occurred one,. at lafl, ithaf, 
without wanting dignity to attiraft your re- 
gard, carried profped:, at the fame time, qf 
a public fuccefs, from the claim it lays to 
of political mifchiefs. With refped, indeed, 
to the vindication, it profeffes, ofC^foTy it is, 
furprizing, there could be a people upon 
earth, among whom it became neceffary to' 
defend fuch a charader. I have only this 
refledion, by way of attonement, that, were 
we to.fuppofe fuch a fpirit, as Cafar\ cv^v 
at all looking down upon a people, fo blind, 
pr fo partial, it muft be with an eye of /or- 

givenefs 



gwenefs and reverence ; if for no other re- 
colleftion, in their favour, yet, as they have, 
now and then, had their St Johns among 
them. 

BaT, 1 ain afraidj my Lord, you have 
other pretenfions, befides your fupretnacy of 
genius, to the right of protefting a Cfffar, 
The world will confider it as an obligation, 
no lefs due from yonv jujlice^ than adapted to 
your Jkili and authority. They remember 
you lending the antagoniji of Ccefar an aflif- 
tance, that calls aloud for reparation. And, 
if the Cato of our climate deferved and 
grew great, by your fupport, from but art 
equal attachment to liberty ~ fairer much 
ftands the claim of his conqueror, in whom 
the fame root of virtue threw out branches^ 
of fuch accomplifhed urbanity. 

Though I know, that, next to the dull^ 
the digrejjive are your Lordfhip*s averfion ; 
yet, fo powerful are our natural propenfities, 
to be dwelling upon objedts, which pleafe us, 
that I find it a difficulty to draw off my eye 
from a ftrongly delicate little incident, in the 
fteerage of turbulent purpofe. What 1 con- 
fider in it, with moft pleafure and wonder, 

T is, 



■I 
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is, the impulfe men are propelled with, by 
nature, to demonftrate their diftindtions of 
genius ! no occafion fo great, or fo public, 
into which a nibbling flate reptile will not 
creep, to contraSl its dimenfions. None fo 
trivial, minute, and particular, but can be 
extended^ by the guardians of government, 
'till they become wdde enough to take in 
great ufes^ 

For it was not only a feafonable, it was an 
important vivacity of fore-caft, whereby that 
theatrical plot of a party was fo gayly, and fa 
foon difappointed I and their poetical i^2tr^ 
txiot preffed into the fef vice of an adminiftra- 
tion, agairi/i whofe view5, and whofe inte- 
reft, all the fpleen of malevolent wit had 
been fharpening the edge of his fatire. 

Such is the difference, between ftatefman 
and ftatejfman ! one i$ involved by events^ 
and fuccumbs to, and fubfifts by expedients ;, 
the other makes^ or adapts his occafions, and 
forefees and conftrains their fuccefle$. — 
There are^ who can apprehend no impor- 
tance at all, in the political ufe of a theatre. 
There have been^ who could attrad: its felt , 
force to their ends, and divert all itjS gall on 

tKeir 
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tiieir enemies. 'Evcry^porfer in politics, can 
Jpadlpck the ^oor againftyizZ/W, and teach 
power to keep, all wit at a diftance. How 
tnuch rarer is that manly adroitnefs^ T'^nich 
can difcern, intercept, and convert it, by a 
direSlioriy the f everfe of its tendency ! 



But, returning frdni a teniptation, where-^ 
fey, even the loweft of your Lordfhip's great 
(jjualities have a. power to draw men afide in- 
to undefigned and unfeafonable rapture, I 
proceed to a fecond refleuSion, that limited 
me, in the choice of 2ipatrohy with refpedt 
to this particular Tragedy* 

I doubt, whether a regard to the trutli of 
its morale could ftrike any other great orna- 
ment of the prefent age, to fuch advantage 
of the future, ^syou^ my Lord, can beftpw 
on pdfterity. For, to what infinite lengths 
of advancement might not the intercfts^of 
learning and genius be extended, by a fpirit, 
which, among the obliquities and confine- 
tntnis of polificSy could, and did, at the fame* 
time, [out-£hine ' all mankind, in humanity^ 
*ivit^ tajle^ and politenefs ! had it only pleafed 
lieaVen, for the general .delight of our fpe- 
cies, to difengage fuch a fpirit into latitude^ 
fcy furrotinding it with leifure from greatnefs. 

T 2 ' Anit 
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to 

And, yet, that the moft dazzling and 
fucceisful purfuits of ambition never ferved 
to aij.y happier end, than to lay wafte, and 
make wretched all the wit, and the learning, 
ind wifdom— all the courage, arid patience, 
and honefty — all the grandeur^ and god- 
like benevolence of the nobleft mafter-fpi- 
rits of the world— is a refleAion, no example 
below Cajar^s, could have a right to imprefs 
on a Bolingbroke 'y becaufe, if in the object 
propofed as a proof, there had appeared a too 
vifible inferiority^ the difappointment would 
have feemed to arife, not fo much from in- 
herent deception, the refult of the paflion 
itfelf, as from that perfonal inequality to the 
purfuity which might then have been charg- 
ed on the purfuer. 

Long —very long — and unenvied may 
the titular lumber of greatnefs, common people 
of ill-named diJlinSHoriy crowd the fhining 
approaches to mifery / — Let tbfe naturally 
noble and fplendid, lend their light, and 
their warmth to the publick. 

I CAN think of no accident in govern- 
ment, whence more benefit is derived on 
mankind, than from the difgufts or refent- 

cd 
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cd ingratitude, which fet free fuch fine 
minds, as your Lrordfliip's, from the embar- 
raiTment of court-mazes and politics. So 
fall back, from a heat too remifs to detain 
weighty fluids, thofe Salubrious and cherifh- 
ing raiffSy to which earth owes her health, 
and fertility ! 

, Would to God, all the qualities of a 
great and a celebrated Romany who, in this 
place, rifes into my memory, were as equal 
to the comparifon, I would honour his name 
by, as were his eloquence, love of learning, 
and delight in the good of his country ! — I 
could then have remarked, without pain, 
under fenfe of the wrong, I am doing an 
Englijhman^ that, had not Cicero been ma^ 
lignantly dreaded at Rome^ he had never 
fpread himfelf abroad upon the univerfe, in* 
to thofe beft lights of himfelf, that illuftratc 
the fame of his charader,-r- And, if I were 
not now fpeaking to the only good man in 
the world, who could poflibly be difpleafed 
with the compliment, 1 would name a /«- 
perior to irrefolute Cicero I -— felf-exiled to- 
the reproach of his country ! who will 
teach better times than. he lives in, by the 
force of a pen never equalFd, truths, which 
his tongue (all refiftlefs,^ and iov*d, as it is) 

T 3 could 



could neither have propagate4> wkh ^cH 
lading efFed:, nor proi^algedtQ.iJi^ch bcHiml^r 
l^fs extenfion. 

As far my own &ii& of things, who de^r 
light to turn foon from the melancholy fidp: 
pf a profped:, I confider the abfcnce of fudb.: 
ill-underftood great patriots, rather as a glo- 
ry, than difgrace, to their country, ^Pbr, 
having long feen too plainly, that we are 
permitted to make no more than ^je/i of old 
martial preteniions to cmquejf^ in a neigh-* 
houring kb>gdom, li an), tiiertifore, ftruc^' 
with a fecrct delight, While fitch a fovereign 
Bnglifi fpirit, as your Lordfhip'«, refidiAgJitt' 
die midft of that powerful'^people, Iceeps^upi 
one claim, at leaft, tjo fuperkrityy which they 
cannot fail, in ywr iright, to acknowledge^ 
though thfey would laugi^mitk more rettfon 
than we do, at fuch a claim irom our own 
fide of the wafer. 

A ■ ' • 

It is fo natural a :tranfitidnj from tfe6 
country, that is honoured with your* refi-? 
denCe, to its, men of genius^ v^ho have beei* 
proud of , your notice, that i take this to be 
the prope^eft place, wherrin to acknowr- 
ledge my motives for difapproving the C-ffir 
%Kkpi.i/[^A^^F^Jtair€^ fioMthftfinding the 

s reluctance 
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reluftance of a well-known partiality, for 
his writings. Yet, I difapprove with th^t 
^oubty which is due From one writer, who 
judges another, 'till your Lordfhip, (I 
dare fay, on both fides, the moft unexcep- 
tionable mediator in Europe) fhall have been 
fo good to decide it conclufively. 

If, after allowing all the force, and the 
ipirit of this celebrated French genius, I, ne- 
verthelefs, lay claim to the liberty of reaibn, 
and diflike, and difpute, without licence^ *tis 
becaufc no apology, methinks, fhpuld be 
neceflary for freedoms, which have truth 
for their motive ; nor can diftafte, and much 
lefs ahimofity, be derived without narrow- 
nefs, from any difference in opinion or 
judgment. The relation between men (ds 
mere men) feems a nobler inducement to 
aflbciate their regards and affedlions, than 
the accidents of cuftom and country. But 
larger ftlU, and more general by far, are the 
tyes, that bind 'writer to writer. The com- 
mon wealth of letters expands its naturaliza- 
tion by no narrower a bound than the 
world J and whoever is born but to think^ is a 
dti^en of that fpreading republic, 

T 4 Yet, 
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Yet, when the honour oi families is at 
ftake, it becomes the duty of brothers to 
fupport againft brothers, the common caufe 
oi paternal attachment. — The writer, then, 
in difpute, will be too juft to conceive him- 
felf injured, if I defert him, inbehalf of my 
country. Indeed, I cannot, fo much as by 
Jilence^ admit th^ bad reafpn, which, in his 
preface to ^be Death of Cafar^ he has given 
his own countrymen, for writing that piece, 
which was (he fays) that they might have 
a perfeft ide?i of the . tajle of the Englijh in 
tragedy. 

Not to proteft in repulfe of this charge, 
would he, to acquiefce under Imputations of 
brutality. For, what lefs fliare of infenfibi-f 
lity to all that is manly, or tender, can con- 
fent to miftake, as an example of national 
virtue^ an inhuman, and bloody Enthufiafl ; 
who, haying plotted to aflaffinate his bene- 
factor, under fufpicion or appearance of ty- 
ranny, perfifts in and execute? the murder^i 
even after difcqvering, that it is uppn the 
pef fon of his father ! 

I APPEAL, out of Englandy to the beft 
judgje of England y whether this would be 

fufFcr'd 
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fufFer'd on our ftage ? whether a nation, 
fp vain of its claims to humanity, as not 
to have laugh'd at fome writers of its own, 
when they afferted, with a ferious face, that 
goodnature was fo entirely an Englifl) pecu- 
liarity, that there wanted even a name for 
the virtue, in every language of Europe 
but ours ! whether, my Lord, a people, fb 
rapacioufly fond of a quality, that but en- 
dears and embeUifhes duty^ could fupport 
without horror and hatred a fcene, that 
makes war upon nature I violating the 
groundwork, the fundamental obligation of 
beings in behalf of a collateral virtue 1 

Presuming, on the right of an Engli/h^ 
many that our judge has declared in our fa- 
vour, I go on, to except againfl: another 
too hafey conclufion, that feems to have 
mifled M. de Voltaire^ to rejeft women cba-^ 

radlersy in his Tragedy 1 don't know, 

how he came off, from this charge, aiiiong 
thofe, who had moft caufe to be angry : 
But, if I am not miftaken in the fpirit 
and fire he was born among, the ladies 
of France found it hard, to forgive his un- 
mindfulnefs, how often their fex had been 
foremoft, in both the glory, and difgrace 
of his country. I am 
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I AM afraid, indeed, it will be urg'd, in 
his favour that he had none of his country-- 
women, in view 3 for methinks, the motive 
to this adventurous, and^more thznfa/ic cx- 
clufion, fquints a little toward England^ in 
the critical condemnatioil, he has bcftow'd 
upon the Martias^ and Lucia^y in our Tra* 
gedies : I remember, where he has told 
all the world, that he hates fuch infipid 
danglers in pajfion : And many Englijhmen^ 
perhaps, would fubfcribe to his opinion, 
if it were to be underftood but with this 
neceflary reftridlion, that the levity of an 
amorous gallantry is inconfiftently mixt 
with dijlrejfes^ like the death of a Cato or 
Cafar j but Rome could, furely ! have fiir- 
nifh'd hip with fpirits, of a feverer, and 
more aweful impreffion : She had her 
Cornelius and Portias at his fervice : Souls ! 
of a compafs, and turn, that can juftify 
the pretenfion of ladieSy to far other fhares, 
than are commonly allotted them, in thq 
conduft of Tragedy ; To parts more pro- 
portioned to their worthy than their weak-- 
nefs! parts which, taking ftrength into 
tendcrnefs, from the fex's capacity, not of 
pleafing alone— but corred!ting, impelling, re- 

ftr^iningjj 
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ft^-aining, confounding, endangering, srhight 
produce jguide, and animate the moft paffi- 
pnate dramatic perplexiftie^i from a dbih^r 
* ing difplay, not of feminine follies but vir- 
tues, applied to their oppofite intcrcfts* 
I am fo fully perfwaded cf the eafe, with 
which this might be done, that I don't itnow 
whether your Lordftiip will not find the 

two characters, moft immediately neceflary 
to the cataftrophe of the n^el before you^ 
ia the wives of the two -^cipal perfonfe. 

I , 

HowETBR, provoked ihto this unwilling 
. pjeceffity, of aflerting 'dSi^EnghJhmans relHh 
in Tragedy, upon a plan, ' the reverfe of 
what France has been taught to conceive it, 
I have retain'd that fine incident, of the 
^mour between C^far and Seroitia : fond 
indeed cf every thing, which I would de* 
rive from M. de Voltaire^ with equal room 
to prefervc, and be pleas'd with : But,. 1 
Jim forry I found it inipoffible, to pity ei- 
ther his BrutuSj or his Ccejar. . The one 
upon every new reading, always {hocking 
me, ftill more than before, with a detefta- 
tion of his inhuman ferofity : and the other 
m purfuit of an imperious, and arrogant 
Superiority, feeming to forget his own true 
fnotives, and charadter, fo far, as to give 

up 
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up the fenfe, and foundation of a conduct 
(die boaft of antiquity ! and brighteft ex- 
ample of nature t) to the miftakes of his 
modern accufers, men of ihilcxiBle,^ unar- 
guing prejudice: who, having accu]R;om'd 
themfelvcs to think Cafar a tyrant, f^cri- 
fice reafon and fads, to opinion ; and fcon- 
ddmn the great martyr of popular liberty, 
as one, who was for trampling on the rights 
of his country, y. The injuftice of this lazy 
conceffion in Wtiters, and the original 
caufe, the miftake appears owing to (from 
influence of the Senate*s ufurpation at 
Rome) ftiewn in as obvious a light as, at 
this diftance of time, I was able to throw 
on the fubjedt — I wifli may have had 
ftrength enough to travel fo far, as to the 
honour of your Lordfhip's notice, in a 
late enquiry into the merit of Assassina- 
tion, with d view to the cbaraSler of Cm^ 
SAR, and bii dejigns on the Roman republic. 

Thus, my Lord, like a penitent fin- 
ner, unwilling to depart with a load on 
his confcience, I, who, in one fenfe, am 
bidding farewel to the world, having ta- 
ken my leave of its hopes and its flatte- 
ries, now, difburthen my heart of a duty, 
which has long lain upon it with prefTure. 
2 After 



Original Letters. 285 

After that, I make hafte to my exit; 
for if I were ftill to write on, till I had 
confefs'd all the pleafures, I feel, when 
1 think of your Lordfhip, patience ought, 
in . your defence, to, change place with be-- 
nevolencey and become the moft a<Stive of 
your virtues. 

But, it is fo vain to talE much on trite 
fubjecfts, that, inftead of enumerating your 
fo hardly to be counted great qualities, all 
the eafier ambidon I now have in view, is 
but to avoid the imputation, hereafter, of 
one, who lived at the fame time, unknowing 
them. So that, (I am afraid it is too much 
for my own fake) I declare to pofterity, that 
there was no man, with more refpedt and 
devotion, attached to Lord Bolin^broke^ 
than his 

Mo/i humbkj 

And moji obedient Servant*^ 

A. Hill. 
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To Lord BoLINGBRO'ltEi 

July 31, 1738^* 

Mv Lord, 

IF, to be pleifecl, where we did itdt. ;exf 
pcdt it, is to be glad, in a double degree^ 
Itvhat right hzv^, I ixaw to wjoiqe, in befcalf 
of my country 1 sEgrwably furpi ized ae I 
«fp, that- fhe haa.agaiaher-^Wg-^;(?/Wrwdthm 
her ; at a time when one- would hav« 
thought her abandoned by every kind powd- 
er, both of this .world and a better I Nay^ 
if preferring tl^ peace of poor Ei^glan4- xs^ 
yow LordAiip's, I fhould even wifh^ you re^ 
doora'd to her helm^ the tijoae prefent ftf«id$ 
in fuch vifible want of yqvi./i^r^, that the 
wifli would deferve pardon from agest<y 
come. It might deprive them, 'tis true, of 
the benefit of reading your thoughts ; but 
it would tranfmit all their weight, in your 
actions. 

Yet, I- fay this, but as a lo^er of my 

country : — As a lover of your Lordjhipy I 

ought to wifli otherwife : — ; Why fhould 

fiuh^ of fuch internal aftivity as yours, in bo-^ 

die% fo accomplifhed and elegant, fink the 

pleafanter 
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pkafai^eir cares, you are able to cireate £ot 
yourfelves, in your Iwpelefs concern for the 
public ; what pbyjkiany who preicribes for his 
famey will take pains for a kft conftitutioo^, 
which he knows is tod craz^ to fupport its 
decays — yet too fiubborn^ to admit of a r^- 
medyt 

T«B very iniinuation, however, of foch % 
misfortune befalling your virtues, was the 
fevereft reprifal, I could think of,, in rc*- 
v<engc of my. Cafar i whom, fince you will 
not allow tct hawe been, more than half-way, 
a patriot^ it: were ao equitable, though a 
terrible reqompence,^ to wifli you the re- 
pairer of ^ ftate, more corrupt and i»i%rate« 
ful, than the Roman^ 

In the mean time, what acknowledg-' 
meats are not due, from the author of the 
Tragedy of this Cafar ^ to a condefcention, 
diat could induce you to confeis yourfelf 
fatisfied with his cinduSi of a piece, which 
you make him apprehenfive, he has plann'dr 
on a miftaken foundation ! — - 1 aifure you, 
my Lord, with the fincercft fimplicity, that 
be had rather enjoy jroi^r regard, as a balance 
fi>r negkd fromitheLgublk, than poiTefs the 

profitable 
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profitable bad confequences of pleafing^ 
where, to endeavour to pleafe, is fo fafhiona*^ 
ble ; if he muft deferve, at the fame timc^ 
your fcorn ~ or, what you would be apter 
to give him — your pity* 

See, how eafy it will be, to encourage 
me into that familiar remiflhefs of ftyle^ 
which you fo nobly invite and approve of 
It is what all men (not fpoiled by their po* 
ctry) naturally love, and too readily pradOfe. 
Though there arc occafions, when to claim 
fuch a privilege, would be to forfeit their 
right of enjoying it. You miift, for exam- 
ple, allow me to confidcr it as one thing, to 
have the honour of entertaining you alone— 
and another— in face of the public. And, 
becaufe I would appeal to unqueflioned ex- 
perience, for the neceffity of this natural 
diftindtion ; let me venture to imagine, I 
had been peeping in upon fome of the fofteft 
of Lord Bolingbroke's moments. I will carry 
the fuppofition fo far, as to his afiignadon 
with fome poffefTor .of his heart. In fuch a 
well-improved happy minute, how enga- 
gingly has he fprung out of referve, to be- 
come pleafingly and irrefiftibly prefuming. 
But Fancy ^ (for it delights in his company) 
' has 



OrIP;INAL LETTERSf/ 289 

has now found him, again, the next day, 
near the fame kind indulger of his intimacy, 
gravely furrounded by a formal afefnbly* 
Now, how changed, and how guarded, 
his condu^ ! — What a reverence to the cha- 

■ 

rader he honours ! -^ How reftrained, hoijir 
correfted, his looks I and his addrefs how re- 
Ipedtful and diftant ! 

I HAVE drawn a little picjture, which you 
will know, and confefs to be like : Let it 
give you a writer s good reafon, why he 
iifcs two different ftyles, when the world is 
to witiiefs what htfays of the character, he 
loves 'y and when only that character is his 
objed:. Shall I offer your Lor4fliip a trea-- 
ty ? (we live in fuch negotiating days, that 
importance need be no part of its motive) 
Let this divifional contradl between us fup- 
port, and encourage a correfpondence, which 
one of the party, at leafl, will be fure to be 
the better for— that, in conlideration of the 
familiar^ to be f urnifhed on the part of Lord 
B ke^ the refpeSlful (hall be duly con- 
tributed, by his 

Mop obliged^ and 
Obedient Servant^ 

U A. Hill. 
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^uly 31, 173?. 

SIR, 

T was ycftefday, before I had the plea- 

fure of receiving your kind and obliging 

letter; together with Lord B '^ke's, 

(for which I have fent him my thanks in 
die inclofed). The coach brought your 
packet, a week paft, from London: But I 
had made a little ftart, from my difagreeable 
fituation in the Ikirt of a country town, with 
a view to refolve on a fitter, where I muft 
content myfelf, for fome time, with forty- 
feven miles diftance from Imckenbamy 'till, 
like the ftory they tell of a bea/i not worth 
naming, I have made myfelf lighter, as a 
means to be fafer j that is (in plain Engit/b) 
'till I have fold the beft part of a too little 
fortune - very falfey fo called, while it could 
not procure eafe to its owner. As foon as 
this hard tafk is over, I fliall be able, with 
the greateft delight, to affure you, in your 
own beautiful garden, what an impreffion 
you have made on me, by your goodnefs. 

Never was I more pleas'd and furpriz'd, 

than at hearing you had Lord B-- -ke at 

Twickenbam : 



Tmcfiefibam : I mean, that you had him, 
yow gueft there, in per/in 5 for I knew his 
t'dfa 4welt with you. Yet, I fear, he is a 
blefling we are to hold, as we dofummer;-^ 
juft po feel, and owe fruit to— and lofe him. 
France is glad to* dx2m Jlrengtb from her 
neighbours j and will take pains to out- 
charm a dull climate, where Ihe would 
ieave as little ^^/WV as poffible. 

As to the Tragedy, you return oie, of 
Cafar^ you will nof eafily imagine, how glad 
I am, you were pleafed with it i and how 
iBuch more fo, that you tell it me, with 
fuch a warnM» of good-will and generofity. 
But I am ftill further, if poffible, obliged, 
by your judicious and elegant corre&ions^ 
hiWted to me in fuch a number of places. 
Nor have I enough of true protefimt zeaK Co 
lofe any onfc of ypur bleflings, becaufe (like 
a Papij^ as you are) you have given them 
joXG with thejign of the Crofs, — No —I re- 
member, the effe<9: of that fign, in the ban-* 
ner of Confiantine^ and I reverence it, as a to- 
ken of victory. As for that low fcene of 
plebeians^ in the laft ad, I will ftrike it 
quite out. 'Tis the beft way of mending a 
fault, which was committed without ufc, jdt 

U « temptation. 



29^ Original LettersI 

tempt^ion. What a deal of dumb magic 
may be lodged in the path of a pencil! 
Yourty like its fable feprefentative on the 
face of a dial,yZy^5 nothing; and yet poinU 
outy and meafures, and regulates, with the 
utmoft exaSinefs^ as it pafles ! fo falutary, 
and fo neccfTary is the eye of z friend ! How 
many improprieties might your reprehenfion 
have taught me to reSiiJy ! How many ob'- 
fcurities to clear up and enlightert ! And, 
laftly, how many of the ambitiofa ornamenta 
(a poet's moft dangerous, becaufe moft flat- 
tering favourites) might not fuch wholefome 
black lines ^ of our Horace^ have given me 
refolution to cut off, without mercy ! 

And fo much for this Tragedy— except 
that, as I defign it for thtjlage^ this next 
winter, it would be infinitely kind in you 
(while I am a hermit on the back fide of 
ParnaJJUs) to fpeak what you think, where 
it properly ofiers, for its fervice, as well be- 
fore the adting feafon, as in it 

Though I talk of the back fide of Par- 
najfus^ I fometimes fee company here, you 
would hardly expeft, from the pfofped ; 
for where, but at an old fafhioned country 

gentleman's. 
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gentleman's^ who live3 in a hole at the foot 
of a hill, and a wood, like the c^ve of Ibme 
captam of Banditti, (hould I meet the other 
day, with Part the fecond of One tboufand^ 
feven hundred^ thirty eight. 



I . 



Stored with beauties, as every thing muft 
be, that you write, for the public, fliall I 
dare to confefs, that I did not ufe to confider 
your works, of this vein, as thqfe, from 
which you were fureft of the love and ad* 
miration of pofterity i buitl find, in this, fa- 
tire, fomething inexpreffibly daring, and ge^ 
nerous. It carries the acrimony of Juvenal^ 
with the Horatian air of eafe and ferenity. 
It reaches heights thp moft elevated, without 
feeming to defign 2Siyfoaring. It is iraifed 
and familiar at once. It oppofes juft praife 
to juft cenfurey and, thereby, doubles the 
fower of either. It places the Poet in a light, 
for which nature and reafon defigned him ; 
and attones all the pitiful //2i of the trade ^ 
for, to a trade^ and a ijile one, poetry is irre- 
coverably furik, in this kingdom. What a 
pity, that our rottennefs begins at the core ! 
and is a corruption, not of perfons alone, but 
of things ! One would, elfe, ftrongly hope, 
from a ridicule fo fliarp, and fo morally 

U 3 pointed, 



2^ 0Rl6tN^AL iLETfifLSJ 

pdiit^, that wicked mat^ might be \m^H&i 
into fomethkigt like pdmfefli^e. Bc^^ ak$ t 
they are only bit by Ta^autula'Sy who cjqi be 
cured by the power of ««5)fc*.*«Noteveii.rfid 
harp of jipollo had a charm to expel 'otfersy 
that have crept into the entrails. 

Go on, howfever, to ijiake wat^ whh a. 
cowage, tihf^t r*pf otches a naticfts 5 and live 
(would yoti ^2/i^j jufi: as long ^s Mil Hm 
virtueSy your fpirit would propagate, be* 
come as general, ad the efteem of yocar ger^ 
nhis I -•. I am, with %x^i obligatiort and 
ifuth, 

Tour moji ahedtent^ 

Jin4 fftoji affe£Hortafe Servant^ 



5i 
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Dear Sir, 

I A M fenfibly tdach'd, by the kindnefs 
of your laft; and forry a| my hearty 
^at I ^m unable to bring you my thanks 
for it, to 7wi€kinbam. it would have been 
a delight, of the warmeft, and moft defi^ 
table kind, to have feen my Lord, there, 
before he left England. But, (accuftom*d 
to difappointment, and ill fortune) I am 
encumbered with difEculties, which retard 
sdl my views ; nor dare I determine how 
foon I can ho^e to be eafiex. Since I 
muft not, therefore, be fo happy, as your 
truly great friend has the goodnefs to wifli 
me^ only tell him, in my name, that he 
has a faithful fervant, unknown, who al- 
ways lov'd him from motives, which he 
deferves: and defires to be lov'd, from 
one; who has long weigh'd his fpirit, and 
reflefted on, and meafur'd his aSHons. One 
who, lefs for my Lord's fake, than his 
country's, laijients to obferve it adminifter'd 
into a neceflity oi fearing his virtues. I 
cannot forbear to add, that I wifli 
him great length of days j yet, am afraid, 

U 4 I include 
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I include great unhappinefs in the wifli; 
fince he will nev^r be able to fee, and hear, 
without mifery, the defolation of a country, 
he wis born for ! 

. r OUGHT to ;be afhara'd/ ^er, thinkii* 
and fpeaking of Lord B-r-M to defceid[ 
to fuch a- theme, as my. .Tragedy: But 
you have, both^ been . its friends^ an4 bc+ 
nefadors, and it would be ' <ioing injuftice 
to your good nature, if I for^bore to inform 
iyou, that frpra a wholefome feverity; 
f^iiich I was inflam'd into ^igainft rayfe|f, 
fuader influence of your : feving black 
Cr.effei^ I haveeiFac'd, changed, and heigh- 
Tten'd it, .{in two hundred places, and 
more) till, if ; now it fails on adting, to 
.meet with ar^eception, a little extraordi- 
nary, : I ihalL be mortify'd into a convic^ 
tion^ that it is. time for me to have doiwe 
writing! 

I WAS about' to have it fent you, ag^in; 
that you might have feen the good ctfefts 
of your cenfure : But, when I remem- 
ber'd you had read it four times, I found 
not enough of the Foetj within me, to pre- 
fiime • the unconfcionable Jiftby from an 

attention, 
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atitention, that can be employed fo much 
better. 

God knows, when the feafon comes 
on, how far I may be mailer of opportu- 
nity, to attend it ia its way to the Theatre, 
(where the managers are for Farce ^ ^nd 
not Tragedy.) In the interim, I fhall ip- 
ply moft of my leifure, to the finifhing, 
and tranfcribing my Eflay, that it mayj be 
legible, and come and beg your perufal : 
To whom fending every good wilh, in 
myftead, I remain. 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour moji obliged 
. And affeSlionate Servant y 

A. Hill. 



To 
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7o Mr. Pope. 

Sept. I, 1738, 
SIR, 

YO U have obliged me, dear Sir, (in 
a manner that can never be forgot) 
by that fincere, . and kind feii£b, you eE|>rd&> 
of the difficulties, which lemmaiber my af»- 
fairs. But, I a$ure you, were ihcy greater, 
and more than tbcy are, I fhould rather 
enjoy, than lament^ tva, while they pro- 
cur'd me the diftin^on of a generous wifh, 
from fuch minds as your c^n and Lord 
Bolingbroke's 

Another way, too, you are, both of 
you, infinitely good : For you encourage 
me to the repetition of a trouble, I iGiould 
never have had confidence, to think par- 
donable. After fo many times reading 
the Tragedy, to be defirous of going over 
it again, is an honour, which, if it is found 
to deferve, it muft be by improvements^ 
derived from your pencils. I am really 
at a lofs, how to thank you enough, for 
thofe marks, both of your judgment, and 
kindnefs, and you will fee, how fincere I 

have 



Original Letters. ^99 

have been, in this fentirtient, from its tfftSt 
on the j>ages, I fend you. But one thing I 
found ftrangein the benefit, is, that as foon 
as I confider'd your crojfesy with the pafTa- 
ges, againft which they were plac'd, they 
explain'd what they meant, fo convincingly, 
that I faw both the defeS^ and the remedy \ 
and yet I had often, and feverely, before^ 
taken thofe very places to taik, without 
any fuch conviftion of their wants ! nay, 
this could not, in my cafe, arife from an 
^ufhor\ partiality to himfelf, becaufe I 
know, I dxamin^d with rigotir. I muft, 
therefore, conclude that familiarity with 
our own thoughts, and conceptions, dtUk 
and deadens in us, our fenfe of their quali- 
ties, —as meii are gradually benumb' d in fen- 
fetions, that relate to their wives: By the 
way, that*s a vile (modifh) fimile ; for men, 
in try cafe, are dull'dy but in fenfe of de-^ 
JeSl^ In the other ^ of beauties^ and virtues, 

AFTEit all, what a frofit are we robb'd 

of by pride, when we decline this advantage 

of cenfure! I don't mean fuch kind cenfure, 

^yourSy only — (friends touch every thing 

with the finger of Midas) but I fpeak it 

with regard even to the malice of petu^ 

iant criticifm. Even this is what poets^ 
2 methinks 
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methinks, have ftill caufe to be fond of j 
fincc wherever an error w dear, the in- 
firudiion is equally manifeft: And, tho' 
it fhould happen, that the critic mftakes^ 
the writer, however, reaps benefit; For 
while he can't, without impartial reflec- 
tion, be convinced, whether injuftice is 
done him — he acquires patience in fearch 
of that truth, and is but fbrc'd into a habit 
'of judging. 

I TOOK as much care, as I could, to 
ftrike out, and infert with fuch pldnnefs, 
as to preferve the old copy ftill legible ; yet 
you will find it blotted, and fcarified, all 
over; like a l^y, to whom I have the 
\ pleafure of being a neighbour : She was 
once, I am told, very fair of complexion, 
and was then, full of faults, and of vani- 
ties; but being now become hard-fac'd» 
and pimply, fhe is grown amiable, and 
candid within i and pleafing no more, as 
a beUe^ gives delight, like a rational creature, 
lam. 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour mojl truly 

AffeSfionate Servant j ♦ 

A. Hill. 
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To Mr. Pope. 

Sept. 23, 1738. 

YO U would fooner, dear Sir, have 
been troubled with my thanks, for 
your favour of the 1 ath, but that it came 
not to my hands, till the 20th : Mr Ricbard-- 
fon being from home, and his people not 
entrufted with the direction, to forward my 
letters. 

As foon as I had read, I perceived the 
weightof your reafon, for not hinting the 
patriotifm oiCafar^ too raftily; and therefore, 
tho* I had chang'd, before you faw it, and 
upon the fame apprehenfion, a title^ I de- 
lign'd for the Tragedy, now found that 
caution too little 5 and immediately crofs'd 
out thofe lines in the Prologue, which in- 
finuated fomething of like purpofe. 

I F iND too, upon refle<ftion, that the con- 
cern will be fo vifibly increafed, by that fine- 
ly judg'd hint, of my Lord's, for contriving 
to make Cajpus appriz'd of the true birth of 
Brutus (and therefore including y^/A^ri, in 

the 
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the horrible abjuration, hedifkates) that, 
in order to make way for fuch a fccne, as 
I fend you, wherein I account for the pro- 
bability of that circumftance, and open the 
Play with its difcovery, I have cut off as 
many lines in other places, where they co^ld 
be IparM, without weakening the fcenes: 
^— and among' em, I have ftruck out thoTe, 
which my Lord finds too tender in Brutus 
to Cafar^ after fight of his warrant : For 
tho* I imagined there was lb mething (tra- 
gically at leaft) allowable for certain in- 
voluntary motions of horror, certain pow- 
erful fenfations of reluiftance, and tender- 
ncfs in children^ about to do violence to ^j- 
rentSy iho' they know 'em not, as fuch j 
yet, I make it a maxim to give up opinion, 
implicitely, (in pieces of my own} to the 
judgment of men, of great genius. And 
I ground the refignation upon this principle 
(which I think is a juft one) that even 
granting, I could dear up the point in dif- 
pute, to my own fenfe of the queftion; 
yet where the apprehenfion oifucb men but 

he fit at es the meaning myx% to the bulk 

of mankind, be quite dark zndi impercep^ 
tibJe. And whatever is not e^^wwx, h error 
in dramatical writings. I have alfo, thrown 

fomething 
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fomething into the fcene, from my Lord's 
third kind hint, as a help toward removing: 
• thefpopular prejudice againft Cafar's inclina- 
tion to peace. But, in this, I was top much 
confin'd by the plan j for the deaths of 
Pvmpey and Ckito having happen'd, before, 
left particular trafnfadioos, between them 
and Cafafj remote from the prefcnt dijf^o- 
fition of thmgs j which, turning upon pre- 
cipitate paffhriy muft come on, with rapidity, 
and violence j Mid therefore, I was afrjud, 
left expoftulatory dedudtions, while th^y 
concern'd matters, out of the current, might 
have given to good reafoning, the appear- 
ance of coldnefs. 

. What you fay, agamft Prologues and. 
Epilogues^ is a truth, which I heartily feel, 
and come into j But he ought to be ve- 
ry well tnountedy who is for leaping thfc 
hedges of cuftom. As. my affairs Hand, 
at prcfent, I (hould find it imprudent, 
to give away the third nights, (which till 
now, I have always left to the houfe) 
And, I doubt thofe diforderly heats, which 
muft throw the/r/ night into uproar, up- 
on retrenching a popular folly, might have 

eiFe<as 



3P4 Origikal Letters, 

cffeds (for the above reafbn^ alone ^) to 
be apprehended. 

It was, from the fame little reafon, (too, ; 
harrow a one, I confefs) that I took the liber- 
ty of defiring you in a former to declare yonr 
very generous, and good-natur'd thoughts 
of the play where you judg'd'em moft 
likely to beof fervice, toward the expectation, 
and report, that fhould fore-run a Tragedy. 
It was impojjible (and I hope, you are fure of 
it) that I could defire you to fpeak^ what 
you tbwky in any fignification unworthy your 
Jpirit. Tou^ who fpeak what you think, 
with more boldnefs, than moft others dare 
think what you fpeak ! 

After all, I am aftiam'd, that I took 
fuch a freedom; and amaz'd, how I came 
to imagine it reafonable, I fhould charge 
your attention fo heavily ! I believe, I had 
doubts, when I fent you that letter, (as, 
indeed, I ftill have) from the too light, or 
too gay difpofition, both in mafters of The- 
atres, and Audiences. And, in truth, I 
am apprehenfive, I have no great Succefs to 
exped, from the Tragedy. 

No 
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No matter J am fare :•— k can never haver 
mYt> tkat will he either more great, or more 
pfi?'4 by its author, than //>///, v^hich, by 
my Lord Bolinbroke% goodnefs, and yozirs^ 
if has already received in your judgments* 
Believe me,^ dear Sir/ with an uncbange«7 
abl^ affe<3:ioxi, • 

Tour oblig^dy 

Humble Sefvanfy 

A. Hill* 



( 



To Mr. Pope. 

05. 4, 1738. 
JE>£AR Sir. 

IM A Jt E hafte, to accufe you of a lit- 
tle uiikindnefs, in telling me, that ha- 
ving an afiair, that embifrafles yoii, and 
v^'khing'ttiy advice in the condud; of it, you 
Bardly know bow to ejk it. 

When you kiiow me, fo well, as I will 

t^e care you fliall, you will feel jrour own 

X fight 
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right to command me. As you want not, 
I am fure, dther my- pen^ ox vay judgment^ 
I am impatient to learn, -in what fenfe my 
advke czn be ferviceable. If it were more' 
than advice, you fhould have it more wU-* 
lingly„ which however, I bieg, that you 
WQiild not believe, but make trial: If 
your concerns, in any light, may be ferv'd, 
by my coming to London^ no naatter ^ whc- 

ther feafonable, or not It would pleaje 

me, to defpife every hasiard, that can fhew 
you the truth of my friendfhip. Therefore 
(all regard to my own cares or interefts, 
apart) I am — by head, heart, or hand now, 
and always, in the moft abfolute manner, at 
your fervice. 

.• As to the little affair of the Epilogue, 
I am fatisfiedy as I ought to be, with the 
very good reafpn you give me. , And, event 
' with regard to the Tragedy itfelf, after 
^hatypu tell me, that Mr. Mallet ^ and 
■Mr. TlJompfm^ have Plays in a forwardnefs, 
rahter than I will fo much as think of 
fufFering any intereft of mine, to clafh with 
that of either of thofe valuable men, I 
would forget, I had written a Tragedy, 
Indeed, the firft intimation I had of Mr. 

Mallefs 



Mallefs being returned from abroad, was 
by the above peice of news, in your letter. 
As foon as you can be fo good to infordi 
me^ -whether, where, and in what part 
of this winter, thofe gentlemen propofe to . 
bring on their. Tragedies, I will regulate 
my own condudt accordingly. "^ 

I 

Again, dear Sir, let me beg you to 
prove y whether,, in whatever you may 
Qpmniand me to think, or to da^ for your 
femce, yoi; do not, in that^ moil engage , 
and oHige, ... 

Tour affeSiionate^ 

« 

Jbtdfincere humble Servant ^ 

A. HillJ 



X 2 To 
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To Mr. Pope. 

Nw, S, 1738. 
Dear Sir, 

YO U have beea very obliging, in your 
endeavours, to inform me of the time, 
for Mr. Tbompfon\ and Mr, Mallefs new 
Tragedies ; I have now feht my own to 
Mr, FktewooJ^ and defired it may be brought 
on about die beginning of January^ in 
whicii caft, it may have a fair chance to be 
dead ^xiAJorgotten^ before the beft of the 
feafon is over. 

Since I find Mr.. Tbomfffan not fo for- 
ward, as I apprehended he was, in his new 
Play, I will acquaint you with foinething, 
that I hng to fay to him, concerning his old 
one ; and, if you think I am right, in my 
opinion, I beg the favour of you to fay it in 
my ftead ; *Twill be faid, I am fure, with 
more weight ; and, from the deference I know 
he always had for yoxxv judgment y I believe, 
'twill be faid, with more confequence. 

I have been fo long, and incurioufly, a 
ftranger , to London^ and the very few good 

things. 
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things^ it can fiirnifh the mind with, that I 
had not rt2Li jigamemfiMy *till lately, when I 
few it ill the hands of that happy old rem- 
nant of a pleafanter age, ~- 

( " When hve was all an cafy monarch's 
care") 

concerning whoft genius and manner of li- 
ving, I believe, I faid fomething in one of 
my former letters. 

I FIND fuch ^Jpirify in fome of the fcenes, 
that it grieves me to add, I am afraid it falls 
off on a fudden, and leaves the fourth and 
fifth ads, in particular, much too cold fi^r 
their place, and their purpofe. 

If the defign of that Tragedy is, what I 
fuppofe it to be, to derive from Agamem-^ 
nori% impolitic rambling, his difappointment 
in domeftic felicity, the alienation of his fub- 
jeds affecaion, and his becoming a property 
to an ill-trufted rogue, in his abfence. Then 
Agamemnony who gives moral and| name to 
the Play, ought to have animated, and flood * 
obviouS; in every part of it. All the evil 
\icfuffersy fhould be an effed of fome ad: 
which he does. For, whenever he ccafes to 

X 3 fuitain 



to fei?e, and tp eifwute hiip, iiumt4ia,tf ly 5 
at the fame time, lamenting fcis ftrang? iiw 
capacity, to make a kingly an4 open attqpnpt 
upon the traitor, who had ufurped his au- 
thority 5 condemning, with a manly fev^ 
rity of wifdom, hip r^Jhn^fi^ in Qut-faiUng 

bis «^^ 5 y^t, drawing <:omfQrt, under fenfp 
of his folly, from the tendernefs of this ftjjb- 
bing reflexion— that it had been the impa- 
tience of a love^ which h^ could not repent 

of, that had plunged him in the nnfcwefcen 

danger : ~ And, finally, reposing hi« trofwn, 
and his Z^/^, pn the affiftance of Clytmnefira"^ 
invention, whom he ipftrudts to contrive 
fome immediate pretence, in her name, for 
engaging ^gifibus to vifit her, wbile he him- 
felf would give orders for fecuring the p0^ 
lace againf^ any confeqijient attempt of the 
r^beh^ 'till the arrival of his own army and 
fleet, which he knew he might t^^Q^ in a 
day or two. 

In fuch a fcene, how apprehcnfive a bpr* 
ror of heart, might not Chgtemnefira have 
been agitated with, by the author of ^^2- 
ptemnon ? And, again, what a livelier ftill| 
would have followed, if, upon fending for^ 
jnd acquainting Egifibus with his danger, 

fhr 



flie ha4infifted on his f«?inf thcjbipy th»t 

had brought home the kifjgy for their fiuliiig 

away in it, that evening, towards fome fea- 

port oiEgypi^ or Jfia^ wh«r^ 16?. might hope 

to be fafe from the revfnge^ that was due to 

his crimes. I — and^, from the infupportr 

able (h^me, of difcovery, EgiftbuSy as but 

hefitating to the propofel, and hinting the 

authority, which he had in his handa, to fc- 

cure himfelf, by more eligible means, Ihould 

have inflamed her to a diftraftion, that, de- 

tefting the idea of new crimes, had called 

heaven to witnefs, in the moft folemn and 

paiQonate manner, that, upon his nefufingy or 

even delaying his confent, flie would never 

fufFer him to efcape from ihe palace^ but 

give him up to the fword of Agamemnon ; 

and releafe herfelf, by death, the fame 

inilant. » 

It would have been natural for E^fihm^ in 
adanger like this, to difguife his true thoughts, 
and deceive Cfytemnefiray by a feeming aflcnt 
to her offer ; his hypocri fy would re-foften 
her into temper 5 and an hour might have 
he^vi appointed, when he (hould he private- 
ly admitted again 5 coming armed, that, by 
. jud of hiis followers, they might fecure 

their 
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their efcape, fhould a difcdvcry be made, la 
attempting it. 

In the fifth aft, EgiftbuSy iuppofed alrea- 
dy admitted with his adherents, might de- 
clare to the chiefs of the party, by what ar- 
tifice he had engaged ClytemneftriL to caufe a 
gate of the garden to be opened into that 
moft folitary quarter of the palace, where, 
expedting her prefence, he affigns, to fome 
of his party, the charge of fecuring her per- 
fon, and commiflions the reft to break, with' 
him, upon his fignal, into the royal appart- 
incnts, there to difpatch Agamemnon^ at 
once, as the only fecurity now left, for 
themfelves, and their fadtion. 

\ClyUftme^ra^ in this terrible crifis, rufhing 
out, in a tranfport of joy, might have urged 
hirii to be cautious and filent, becaufe the 
king^^ in a neighbouring appartfnent, was 
expediting, her notice to furprize him.~She 
prefling him therefore, to depart with her 
immediately. -*- But, when ihe. finds herfelf 
under guard of his foldiers, and difcovcrs 
his defign on the perfon of the king^ fhc 
breaks out into clamour and agony, rc- 
- proaching herfelf, as the involuntary con- 
triver of a bu (band's deftrudtion, whom fhe 

had 
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jiad already betrayed, with a guilt, that 
fto.od in no need of this additional horror. 
At length, enraged more and more, by Egif- 
tbus^s attempts to reftrain her, (he cafts off 
all caution, arid fenfe of the confequence, 
and, refolving to alarm Agamemnon^ cries 
aloud to him, to beware of Egijlhus^ and fe- 
cure himfelf againft villains and rtiurder. 

AGAMEMNON might have been 
heard,, in this place, calling his train, 
from within, to his fuccour ; then impa- 
tiently entering, in perfon, and furprizing 
Egijihus on his knees, in a fruitlefs endea- 
vour to appeafe Clytemnefira^ he might have 
over-heard her, in the rage of reproach, 
charging him with the violation, he had 
drawn her to fuffer. In a contraft of three 
fuch ftrong, and fuch oppofite paffions, as 
• muft then affedtthe king^ queen jznd Egijihus 
~ the behaviour, the thoughts, and the at- 
titudes, required for exprefling them, would 
afford one of the livelieft occalions in nature, 
for a Poet to fhcw the force of his genius. 

During the fire of this fcene, Agametn" 
noKy upon entrance of fome of his officers, 
commands them to lay hands on Egijihus, \ 

but 
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but the traitor, at the fame t}me> requiring 
thofe officers, fuppofed to he bribed crea- 
tures of his own, to defervc and repay his 
long bounties, by ailifting to fiize on the 
king. They obey the roiiiifterial injqndion^ 
and, deferting the caufe of their frincCy all 
go over to the fide of Egifilms. 

In fuch an unkingly fituation as this, A^ 
gamemnon^ exprefling his fentiments with a 
majefty becoming the infult, Egifibus might 
have returned it with zf corny that would a- 
waken, and drive home the moral. He 
might have told himi that, fince he had 
neglected td execute the dutm of a iing^ he 
had no longer a right to the power -••'-That 
he might now learn, too late, by the mferi- 
ority, which he faw himfelf reduced to, that, 
from the moment, wherein he refigned to a 
fubjeft the authority to difpoie of all offices, 
and affume all the cares of a crown, he in- 
vefl:ed that Juhjedl with Monarchy : — and 
that, with the fame tame Dependance of willy 
now more ufcful, and feafonable than ever, 
he might content himfelf with the effeft of 
his folly. 

Agaiviemnon, inflamed by fuch infolent 
treatment, breaking forcibly from the hands 

^ of 



of th^ ^kE6i^, and Wfeffiiig a fword from 
the ncareft, might haVe thf own hitnfelf, with 
a noble indignation, upon Egi/ihm^ and dif- 
araiing ' and wtoUnding the Tt*aitor, might 
have been himfelf attacked, behind, by the 
Rebels, and murder'd at the feet of Clytem^ 
mfita^ who might then have juftly run mad, 
with excieft cJf the horror, and the Pl^ 
beeh tonduded (upon entrance of the king's* 
friends, who drive off Bgijibus and his party) 
l^ CaffaHdt^'^ prophetic declaring, diat the 
gods, who had puniflbfed, fo feverely, iJie 
negledt and fldck hand of Agamemmtiy 
would Inflidt a dreadful revenge, on hi« 
murderer. 

* 

By fuch a Plan, or a better, to the fame 
aftive purpofe, befides that the pity and ter^ 
rar, had been kept up to the laft— two inde- 
corumSy unluckily believed to have been ne- 
ceflkry,^ in the Tragedy, as it now ftands, 
might have been naturally and eafily avoid- 
ed. — The firft is, Egifihus's acquainting Cfy^ 
ttmnefiray with his purpofe to murder her 
hufband— nay, with the time, place, and 
manner, and (to the infupportably be-devil^ 
Bng her charafter) obtaining her confent to 
4iis doing it! The fpcond is, that there 

would 



would no longer tavc. appeared any feeming; 
aeceffity, for fuppofing her jealous of G2^»- 
drav She ! whofe confcious affair with £r- 
gi^husy makes a jeft j&f her pretenfions to 
jealoufy. . _ 

J HAVE too thorough; a fenfe of the 
friendly difpofition of ypur . hearty • to afL 
pardon for fo tedious a trouble, becaufe the^ 
f^^j?(9^ , cpncerns not yourfelf ; > tho* at a 
time too> when I fee you engroflcd, by an 
attention to hours, I could ^ot;^^ but that the 
rafcally paffion i$ already too public;. a med- 
dler w^th.your houfc^ and the great name 
within it, to obtain my allowance for any,, 
the moft gentle of the fury's afTaults upon 
either. . 

- * 4 .. . . 

If. you think what I have been faying to 
you, of Mr. Tbompjoriy with the freedom of 
a confidence, that unbofoms itfelf, without 
need of reftraint, could be of ufe to him, if 
he knew it ; you will, at your leifure, find 
opportunity to hint it in converfation, with 
what better form and reftridlion you pleafe : 
Poffibly, it might roufe him to refolve on 
fome plan, for the Tragedy he is writing ; 
which, by giving his genius full fcope, will 

reward 



reward us for our pain in difgufting him, 
perhaps, for a mc^ent^^ by a lafting in* 
creafe of the reputation, we both of us wifh 
him. 



4. . t ^ «~ . 



• •*' AS'toyearldrHd invitation?, I fhall be ref% 
mihiappy, if my Lord £olhi6rake leaves ^Eu^ 
^Ar«^/,» before I csto fcefo'^ ^soAiTwickenbam: 
And (for; that very i«afon) I am afraid,.! 
4pi doomed to jfide neither. : j In the worft of 
events, lam fure of one happinefs— neither 
difiancey ilor doom^ can prevent me from be- 
in^, and perfiftihg to^ be, to j^tf both". 



» / 



A maji faithful-^ c 
• And affeSiknate Servant^ 



A. Hill 



\ « . 1 « 



To 



pf3t OstiatwAi LxirrsftK 

• • • 



« < I 



« 



Dear Sir, 

G^ IV E ilift itave b/ the ^acWd, to 
r reply to the ftrft part of }N)urs, that 
which cosKemcF Mt. M^tieft kiild ofiei^i 
ind afteu ha^^g ths gpodndia to ckle Ik 
^dl . Dnet of ybur. ftols^ phsafis t& fefid it 

For the^ 1^ that relates ti> y^owfelf-^-^BQ 

it known by thefe prefents, that I cannot 

allow you to ciill Mf . Pllp€% and Lord 

Bolinbroke's praifes, an airy tribute in 

any fenfc but one — the fupcriority of their 

value, to the eartbinefs of lefs noble diftinc* 

tions. I fliall learn to regard my own 

thoughts, when they are able to procure me 

fuch praifes : for how indeed, were vanity 

to be reckoned a fault, could it have the 

fandlion of wifdom and virtue ? 

• * 
. As to the coming on of my Tragedy, I 

begin to fufpedt, that the Manager's hearts, 

at the Theatres, are more narrowly piqu*d^ 

than their Player's— Few men have force in 

their minds, to love truth, thathasferv'd em, 

unpleafingly J 
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unpleafingly : Thejr forget the good u/e^ 
in a difguft, they think due to the cenfure : 
But there is an oddj and unfortunate di- 
lemma in the way of oiir childifh defire to 
ht fondled I When we are flattered by that 
beaft caird a liar^ he has the fkill to lick 
ibft like a Calf^y but then he crufhes not 
fo much as a Fly^ for our benefit : Hdneft 
fadt, on the Other fide, has a tongue, f hit 
is roiigh like a Lyon\ able enough to deli- 
ver from infedts, but it grates, like a ^l^^^ 
where it paflfes j and endangers the fkiii, 
it would purify* 

Let it go— ti6 mdtter whdt Mr. Fketwdod 

defigns or refolves : were his afting of C^- 

fory capable of ten times the good, it can dd 
me, I fhould myfelf, be incapable of quick-* 

cning his phlegm ?iny farther : There is a 
reluftance (I am afraid, it is z pride) in my 

nature, againft foliciting any thing, that re- 
gards my own intereft : -*— and, efpecially, 
-from the dull and unworthy : The caufe 1 
would fain place (for I love to be near you) 

in 
*^ ^bejlrong antipathy of good to bad ! *' 

where I hope, and believe, I may find it* 
For, lam fure, that I hate myfelf heartily, 

Y and 
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and with the malice and pain erf" an enemy, 
whenever I am fool enough, not to be able 
to hate, as I ought, either a low foul, or a 
falfe one. You will fee through all this, 
that Mr, Mallet's friendly offer was not only 
kind, but a very feafonable interpofition. 

What fhall I now fay, that can thank 
you enough, in return for your generous 
wifhes ? I would fubmit to be any thing, 
above a bad minifter, for the power of re- \ 
warding your partiality : But I am about to 
plant myfelf among corn fields, and vine- 
yards, where video melkra pr6boq\ — and for- 
tune will take care to prevent me from any 
danger of being tempted by the DeteriorOy 
behind, in the clofe of it. I have been haften- 
ing, at the defire of a friend, a long dif- 
courfe, that, will be loft on the ftagc, or 
fhould have been able, by this time, to have 
made another effay, legible enough to wait 
on you, at Twickenham ^ where, that never 
more any evil thing may enter, is the iincere 
and affectionate prayer of> 

Detir Sir J 

Tour mojl obligedy 

And obedient Servant j 

4 

A. Hill. 



I. 
I 
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To Mn Mallet* 

Dec. 9. 17384 
Dear Sir, ... 

• • • , 

IN a retreat, which toy cprefeht afifairs 
have made neceffary, I had lately the 
plieafure to hear (by Mr. Pope) that you 
have -been, fome time^ returned from a- 
brotidi---Would to God, oTjr pdor country 
could as happily f e-ppfefs herfelf of every 
Other good claims flie is robbed of! I hear 
too, (and hear Jt with joy) that the town is 
ia ocpeftation of a Tragedy; by the author 
o£Earydicei when diat Tragedy appears 
on the ftage^ I ihall have one foiid reafon Xq 
be ibrryi I am & Aranger to London i 

• 

OtfR good friindi abovenamed, has doni 
Ihc juftice he loves, to your generous piror 
^fid^ of lending the benefit of your atten*- 
iion to the progrefs of my Play^ through the 
houfe^ .1 thank you very heairtily, for ^o 
obliging and feafonable a fervice^ You are 
one of thofe few, I can, without pain, be a 
debtor to 5 and I moll willingly accept of, 
and delight in your offer ^-* only give toe 
irave to declirej it Is a preliitiinary condition, 
. > Y fl thai 



J 
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thlt (as I had rather my Play fhould never 
be adled at all, than retard yours a mon^ent) 
I abfolutely refigri to your choke, its appear- 
ing, or not appearing at all — juft as may 
ferve moft efFcdtually to keep it (where I in- 
fift upon holding it) moft remote from poft- 
jponing your Tragedy. 

About a: month ago, I fent mine to Mr. 
Fleetivood'y and having hdard, that neither 
yourSy nor Mr. T^bompfofC^ were expected to 
be ready, 'till toward the end of the feafon, 
I propofed, that Ceefar (hould be brotight 
on in January^ which, if it Was, I would 
cxpedl no confideration for it, at all, if the 
run fhould be fhort of nme nights.— If ;worf, 
the three loweft receipts of the firft ninsy 
fhould be my claim, paying him his charges^ 
as ufual. His anfwer, which I delired might 
be left with Mr. Chetwoody having been cal- 
led for lail week, word was fent me, that 
(five days before) Mr; Fleetwood had tdd 
him, he determined to get up the Tragedy, 
forthwith; but I have yet had no letter 
from the manager. I hint thefe particulars, 
as necefiary to be known, if you have the 
goadnefs to learn his defign from himfelf ; 
which, fince you encourage me, fo frankly, 
;to trouble you^ I wifh you would do,, in my 

behalfy 
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Ijehalf, and fix, with him, the time, cither 
in "January^ or after ; refpeft being had, as . 
above, to the rcadirige, or not readings of 
your own. 

As to ah unwillingnefs to aiSl, in the 
Player^ to whom I have adapted the charac- 
ter of Cafar^ I fliould be forry, and furpri- 
zed, if he can be capable of that fecond mif- 
take, in return for fo candid a proof of my 
having forgotten the former. About three 
or four years paft, fome remarks having 
been naade on the Theatres, with a view to 
have argued the Players into a more general 
exertion of that fenfibility in the expreflion 
of paffions, which, of late, in great dcgr^&^ 
(from efFed of fuch remarks in thofe papers, 
the town, I am told, has been led to diftin- 
guifh and applaud, in the pradtice of the 
|)arty I fpeak of), He, overlooking the good 
that was meant him, and concluding, that 
the cenfures were mine, they produced in 
him the faiyve wrong effedt, I once met with 
abroad, from an officious pinch oi good-na^ 
turedfnuf, ill beftowed on an ungrateful 
French gentleman, who was carelefly falling 
afleep, in a current of air, after violent exer-- 
cjfek But, as to the a£lw, whofe want of 
dvility I remeroj^ered no more, becaufe it 

Y3 had 
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had been balanced, on tny own fide, by a 
want of patience y alnioft as umvarrantable^ 
he muft, fince then, haye had leifure e-> 
nough for refledtion, to find and cpnfefs the 
good purpofe of fuch friendly reproaches. 
Yet, we infeflfibly £\xSct /eJf-lwe to take 
place of our reafon^ and then it ip^tjorally 
prevents our difcerning the motives of iSicn, 
whofe method was not fafhioned to pleafe as, 

I am talking too much of my felf and my 
Tragedy, ~ If I had yours in my eye, I 
fhould have found a better fubje^j May 
you have all the fuccefs that a merit, 
like yours, makes it almoft ujareafeoable to 
hope for, \ am. 

Dear Sir^ 

Tour obliged and obedient 



Humble Servant^ 



A. HitL. 



ra 
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To Mr. Pope. 

Jan. 15, 1738-9. 
Dear Sir, 

IF you happen, to have an idle flielf ia 
your ftudy, that can nnkake roon:^ for the 
inclofed, it will take up but little. In its 
firft old edition, it had a great many more 
feults, than at prefent ; and'its worft, a rajb 
Preface j which has never appeared in the 
following. I repented, as I ought, of the 
fin— yet, could fcarce fay, I was forry I com- 
mitted it, fince I owed to it a difcovery of 
fome virtues, which have m^de, and . will 
continue rae your friend, and your fervant. 

If I were near enough, I wpuld give you 
fome reafons, which I ought not to troujplp 
you with in a letter, why I wifh, in the fur- 
ture editions of one of your fatirical pieces, 
you would leave out a couplet, that refle^t^, 
with a roughnefs deferving your revifaly on 
the Czar, in his mofiv€^ to^ marriage: J 
have papers in vdy hands, which, I am fure, 
if you faw, would- remove .your miftaken 
ideas on that head, and throw the noble ji^ 
and moft beautiful colours on a drcumftance, 

Y 4 whieh 
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which the malice of fome great courts^ in 
Europe^ has taken pains to mif-reprefent and 
to blacken. The fhortened reign of tlie lady 
deprived me of great part of a treafure^ 
which I fee, by what came to my hands, 
liad been vaji and invaluable ! — Even as it 
isy I can charge nothing upon want of mate^ 
rialsy but muft confefs it wholly the defed: 
of my genius, if, hereafter, I fail to give the 
world fome refemblance^ of a prince, who 
(with the fuUeft deduction to be made for 
his few foibles) has done honour U the human 
Species, 

Mr. Fleetwood ~ (what a fall is there — 
from Peter jUexiowitz !) fends me word, 
that the prince has been fo juft, as to infift 
on Mr. Mallet's Tragedy, as the firft to be 
brought on, this feafon. In this news he 
has pleafed me fincerely : I adjoin my own 
vote, againft myfelf, with a preference ftill 
more warm than the prince's. And, may 
what I write be never reaJy but by the Fleet- 
woods and Luns of futurity, if I would not 
rather burn it, with my own hand, than 
oppofe it to the intereft of a man of genius 
and worth — though a ^r^^fg-^r / But, to 
fee the managenicnt of our ^M/r^i reduced 



^ 
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to fuch an unfathomable defcent, In profun^ 
dity^ that a Tragedy, writ^with the care that 
has been beftdwed upon Cafar^ fhould be 
driveled, humm'd, and hefitated over — 
fhould be complimented yrith the dull my^^ 
terioufnefs of apology, to cover but negle(9: 
and irrefolution— is a nettling alarni to the 
patience of a writer^ and> indeed, a trial, to 
the quick, of his vanity. 

And yet (as a check to the folemn imper- 
tinence I am fuifering myfelf to Aide into) 
it was in this very country, and in this very 
age — You were born ! — That refledion 
fhall ferve as a bdlance, and cut fhort all 
4:omplaint in, - 

Dear Sir^ 

Jour moji humble^ 

^nd affeSiionate Servant^ 

A Hill; 



r$ 
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To Mr. Mahet. 

. . Jan. 25, I7s8-g. 

I Thank you, d^ar Sir, very hearuly> for 
the favour of yours, with the detail of 
our ftage-holder*s infamous management* 
I feel its efFeds, in your rights aod forget 
my own part in his condudt. Let me thank 
youj^ mean while, for yojur generous regard 
to my intereft ; •— I lofe none of the fent>^ 
ments which I ought to be impreiTed with, 
under the feafe of your mil to have done^ 
what it was my refolution, by no meana^ tq 
have fuffered. That your Tragedy take^ 
place of my owtty gives me an unfeigned and 
a juft fatisfaftion.— Nay, I am ev«i charmed 
and deligbtedy that this fell out at a time, 
when the difordered fituation of my affairs 
made the little benefit in view, from the 
coming on of a Play, of fome pkafure^ and 
yfcy in the profpeft. For, if the accident had 
wanted that circumflance, I fhould not have 
known the extent of my friendjhip. And 
it muft have been a rotten one, 1 am fure, if 
interefi had been able to fhake it. 

I SNATCH 



I SNATCH, with great pleafure, at the 
wilh, you are fo kind to repeat, in your 
poftfcript : I jreccive. ^^er packets, with 
cafe, by the coaches 5 and, if you will have 
the goodnefs, to fend it to Mr. Richardfon'Sy 
direfted for inc^ >t is fo. natural for us tx) 
hajknjnto what wc arc fwre 'will delight usy 
that, I think, I may venture to proraife your 
receiving it back, in a week, from the day of 
your fending it. 

May it r«tf?, 'till it leaves no more tfzc&. 
ai the feafon, than to tnake room for it§ be- 
bg fvjcceeded, by Mr 'tbom^n'^,. As for 
Cafitry I fhall lofe all the pain^ which the 
snanager's iti^raiitude might have, other wife' 
given me, in ^jof and reparation I eipoa, 
from the ftw<^8[ of his hwfit with ymr 
Tragedy, . 

It i& the nobl^ft mitigation of our con- 
cern, or difdain, at ill treatment, when we 
fee the merit of 2i friend mskmg way to the. 
diJiinBion, we wifh it, ---And, had but the 
Mufes any altar ^ in England^ I would make a 
burnt offering of my Play, for your fake, in 
' honour of the prinee an,d Mr. Lyttleton j 

I &ip, always. 

Dear Sir y Toursy &cc. 

♦ A. Hill. 
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To Mr^ Pope, 

Jan. 26, 1738-9- 

MY letter, dear Sir, had but the fate 
of its writer, when it laboured, and 
longed to approach you, yet, was kept dif^ 
tmt^ by miftake and ill fortune^ 

. Yours has warmed me, with the fpirit 
of gratitude, for a concern it expreffes fo 
kindly. But, I will give up all purfuit of 
my Cafar^ fince Mr. Mallet and Mr. T'bomp^ 
Jbn^ with the aid of fuch powerful affiftants, 
found it a difficulty to engage the manager 
into the refoluCion> that muft have been Auc 
to their Tragedies. The firft of the gentle- 
men jiift named, has obliged me, with un- 
common delicacy, by an offer fo generoufly 
made me, when his ov>n Play was finilhed 
and ready.' This was an aft of friendfhip, 
which I could not have defervedy if, as foon 
as I knew it> I had not, from that moment, 
declined any purpofe of preffing the man of 
the ftage about mine. Indeed, I fliould hate 
all the little I have of thtpoety if I could not 
receive as much pleafure, from another wri- 
ter's fuccefs, as from my own 5 even were 

* that 
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that other an enemy (of merit). But, fince he 
is my friend, his fuccftfs is my own, and, as 
fuch, I finccrcly coniQder it 

There is only one thought that difturb^ 
me > — the refpecft I would publickly pay to 
a great name, fo known and fb dear to you> 
is held back by this inacceffible retrench^* 
mcnt, that the devil of dulnefs has thrown 
up, round our Theatres ; for, I would not 
trefpafs fo far againft cuftom, as to dedicate^ 
to fo chofen a patron^ a Tragedy that had 
never been a^ed. I will therefore, addrefs 
(to the fame lov'd name) fome different fub- 
jeft, after having examined, which, of three 
or four I have long , had in hand, may be 
found leaft unworthy his notice. Mean 
while, let my LordknoWy and let Mr. Pope 
know, that I look upon the kind things, they 
have thought, and exprefled, of my Cafar^ as 
TCior^famey than a twenty night's run^ at the 
Play-houfes. And fo^ wifhing Mr. Mallet ^ 
and Mr. Thom^n^ the fuccefs which they arc 
fure to deferve, I bid a hearty farewel to 
thtjiage^ and only wifh to be known, as,^ 

Dear Sir, 

Tour moji obliged Ser'oajit, 

A Hill. 
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DEAk Sir, 

I A M oblig'd, both by your letter and 
the gdod news it broaghti of Mr. IdaU 
lef% Succefs on the Theatre ; it is what I 
t^as fure he deferv'd : And, if I had, noW 
and then, a moments j^^r, he might mifsit^ 
it wa^ when I reflefted, hdw warmly I 
wifhed it him* 

If Mr. "thofHppin^ hew Tfaged;^ is io de- 
J>end on his women performers, he has cer- 
tainly, jndg'd well, in his choice of the Cb- 
vent^Garden theatre. There, or any wherb 

may his befl expedbadons be ahfwer'd! I 
fhall, myfelf, have the lefs to complain of^ 
when fuch jufticc is done^ where I revc* 
fence it* 

As for Gr/ir, it was his/ate to be ill uri* 
derftood : and it was his cu^om^ to forgive his 
detrusors: only once when he fell into fuch 
Jree-iooters'sh^ndSf as have thought fit to 
reftrain him at prefent, he broke d rule^ 
for the fake of mankind j and got 'em bang-^ 
ed^ for the good of^ the publiek. I am glad 
I have none of his power 5 fince I am afraid 

I fhould 
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I (hould life it profufely :— — 'Tis a ridlcu^ 
lous World, that we live in ; yet^ in fpitc of 
contempt^ one grows fcrious, when a f<^l^ 
that expe<5b to be flatter 'd, is in a idtuatios, 
to infult his defpifers. I will not difguife 
my own weaknefs : I am nettled at the treat- 
ment, I have met with, concerning this 
Tragedy : Bat, at the fame time, I confeis, 
that I ought not to be fo : For you have^ 
been ib good, as to declare yourfelf touched, 
in ihy caufe— and, in that^ I have more 
than a recompence. 

I DID not recoiled:, 'till you told it me, 
that the Gazetteers were printed by Mr. i?/- 
i:hardfon : I am acquainted with none of their 
authors ; not fo much, as with any one of 
their names : And, as to Mr. Richardfon hi^ 
felfy (among whofe virtues I place it, that he 
knows, and confiders, you, rightly) there 
fhould be nothing imputed to the Printer , 
which is imposed /<s>r, not i^y him. On his 
paper i^ but was never imprefs'd, on his ndnd. 
I am very much miftaken in his charafter, 
or he is a plain-hearted, fenfible, and good- 
natur'd, honeft man : I believe, when there 
is any thing put into \iis prejfesy with a view 
to fuch infamou8^«^<?r, as that which you 
fb juflly defpife^ he himfelf is the only man, 

wounded 
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wounded : For I think, there is an openriefs^ 

in his fpirit, that would even repel the pro^ 

fits of his bufinefs, when they were to be the 

conjequencey of making war upon excellence. 

In the mean /time, give me leave to be 

glad, you are flander*d a little : Crimes 

deferve to be he«tily pardon*d, when they 
are the caufe, of producing great virtues ; 
and, I am fure, one fuch generous example 
of charity^ as that which you fhew, in your 
letter, will, by the contagious effed: of its 
beauty, carry influence enough, to deface 
all the triumphs of a thoufand heavy pat- 
terns of malice. 

Methinks, I gather from a hint, you 
but drop, in your letter, that my Silence 
Would be the moft acceptable compliment, 
to a perfon, I will not here mention : Be 
it fo— were we wifh, but to pleafe, we 
tfr^j)leas'd even with the prohibition of our 
meafures, of pleafing. His nvortb cannot 
want fuch a witnefs^ as I am 5 and the re- 
fpedt I would pay it, is too due to depend oa 
his thoughts of. 
Dear Sir^ 

Tour faithful and obedient Servant^ • 

A. Hill, 
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I AM glad/.ydu were picds*d, 2XjiIzira ^ 
becaiife thb* the play was not crigiilally 
miriei arid I haVe therefore, tio claiiti in its 
fuccefs^ or its fnerit'5 yet, to have becfli 
the' nieans of conveying a pleafure to my 
friends, is a great 6rie> to niyfelf, alio* 

" -AfrTtR haying hfeardnothingrfor i long 
^mtty ^ concerning^ you, hut what- - yo^u, fo 
^ai^irigly, beffow'd on- the j^uWfe, I felt 
<iliuc'h delight b ;the news to^/ Brother 
"trt-bught hie, that you had tecoVered froni 
a' 3aftgerous illnefs. . ^he name of your dif*- 
temjper fhould have been Legion-^ from its 
dreadful idefcription in your letter : Any 
£?^<r of the. branches, had been tdo mucby fc^ 
the eafym mind, and the^^ro/zj^in'conftitu- 
tion s How theti^ have you flruggled with 
fo malignant a confederacy^ opprefs'd, as 
you are, by ill health, and ill fortune ! 

I AM forry to hcar> that your poem> 

(for which I return you my thanks) has 

' not yet found its way to bis hands, in whofe 

honqyir it was written : But poffibly, it may 

2 be 



be better (as you defign it) under a diffe- 
reiU titlej, . and « new publication fince, the 
P— e might, perhaps, have look'd for orore, 
on the fubied:, profefs'd in the prefent tir 
tie page ; ^vhereas the world ^ will be moto 
immediately cpncem'd in^^ arid' pleased with 
thpfe ideas pf puMic fpirity^ and magnijicenf 
furppfes,,'^^^ you have touched ^^^w . 
great force^ In ttiat/e?^! .. . :\.- 

- Pqo^/A:~-P- ^* 4^:!^^S*^?^?. ^ ™^ 
i'vrithan affliit^n more^^fenfible, thaa th^ln^ 

foraiatioa; :you fei\t ,n|e , coaaccrning her I 
•Jf half:. \yi^t her enewe? hwe faid of her, 
is true, fhe was a procii vtbat vanity, ov^s-^ 
.Gomes n^fyfre in women^ which it could never 
jtt do, in men : For defire qf glory wants 
^wer to c^pel the pufilj^jaimity, natural 
to fome ambitious, princes^ and generals y 
while, in that amiable pqrfuer of conquefts> 
itpreyak'd, not oaly againfl the fineft re- 
J^eftion, but impelled an affunCd lightn^^ 
over pytis, con/iitutional modejiy^ 

■ 

I WQUI.0 williqgly fatisfy the curiofity 
of your friend, in relation to Mr. Gay^ if it 
were not pafy to get muchiuller information, 
than I am'able to give, frpm Mr. Budgelk Qr 

Mr. 



4 
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Mr* Pope J to th^ firft of whom, the begia* 
"ping of kis life was bcft -known, and to 
thelaft, its afternoon and evening : -r** that 
poem, you fpeak of, call'dWiNE, he print- 
ed in the year 17 10, as I remember : I am 
fure, I hav^ one, among my pamphlets ; 
but they lie (like ideas in an un-logica4 
head) fo oppreffively numerous, and ob- 
ijtfuQ^gly s^x'd, that to difti^guifjjr any 
Qij^qf f:hem, ovitof the heap, is a taft of 
mav^ labour, than jconfequence* , Yet, J 
yKiUloQk for it,vandfeAd it you, if 'twill 
l^ft;of ufe, or fatjsfad^OiH to ^y gentleman 
©f yoiur acquaintance. As tp your , qu^f- 
tiiQn, yrhether Mr. Gay was evier^ a domeftic 
of the dutcbejs of MQumoutb^ I can anfwer it, 
in the affirmative : he was her fecretary^ 
at^put thp year 1:7 1 3,. and contin^jed fo, 'till 
|ip VS^ent over to H(inovery in the beginning 
9^ ttje following year, with Lord Clarendon^ 
wl^o vas feqt thither by queen jinne. Ax his 
return, upon thp deatkt of thaj; queen, all 
^is hqpes became withr'd^ 'till Mr. PopCy 
(who, yov k.no>y, is an excellent //i^/^/^r) 
^ev^v'4, and invigorated his ^<;[y^ ; and in- 
4?fid^ very generoufly fuppprted him, in 
fo^e mQl^^ f^lid improvejnejits 5 for I re- 
member a letter, wherein he invited him,; 

' Z 2 * to 
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to partake of his fortune, (at that tiih^b 
but a fmall one) afluring hirli, with a v^ 
wt-poetical warmth, that, as long as himfelf 
had a Jhillingj Mr* Gay (bouU be wel- 
come toSix^pence of it s ixay, to Eight-pmce^ 
if he could contrive but to live on a groat. 

~ — So much for Mr/ Gay. 

* 

I WOULD fend you a Zara ; but, to fay 
truth, I am not worth one, myfelf ; if it is 
% virtue^ to be cold and indifferent, to What 
we have written^ I am not without, af leaft, 
one pretence to merit j for, I give up my 
leaves, like the Sybiky to the will oi the 
mndsj and jrcmember 'em no more, after 
they have once been blown from me. 

RANT told me, what you laid to her, 
from Meff^- ff^althoe^ and Ricbardfony to 
whom I -will write, in compliance with 
their propofition ; for I have a great ef- 
teem for 'em both j and am forry, therefore, 
to hear, that you have any dtfpute at law 
with fuch defendants, as never, I dare fay, 
had the leaft inclination to injure yon *, but 
have often, on the contrary, exprefs'd the 
kindeft, and moft generous fentiments, in 
your behalf: — — Indeed, laWy (where 

moft 
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nioft ncceflary) brings but ruinous remedies ; 
and I wifh you no war^ where you muft 
lofe, even by viBcry. 

What you fay of Lord ^yrconnel^ re- 
minds me of fomething, I have heard (tho* 
very obfcurely) concerning a breach in that 
friendfhip, vehich was once, fo ufeful^ and 

fo ornamental^ to you : 1 am heartily 

forry for the caufe^ whatever it may have 
been. I wifh fome means might be found, 
to reconcile you again : the character, you 
have given me of my Lord's good-nature, 
reprefents this, as no great difficulty, on 
his fide 5 and I am fure your jufi fenfe of 
what he once was^ will prevail over any 
lefs agreeable remembrance, of what he 

may have, {mcQyfeem'dov been ; So that 

gratitude expunging, on one part, and re^ 
coUeSled efieem^ on the other, the hand of 
fome friend might methinks, interpofe, and 
.foon blot out all unpleafing impreflions^ on 
both ftdes. 

Shall I add, fo near the end of my pa- 
per, that tho' I owti and dijiingui/h the 
proofs, you have given of your genius, and 
fpirit, for fatire^ yet I fee ypu with fain^ 

23 iA 
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in perfuitS) that m^ft A^k^ly emmies:, 
* " ■ " ■ ■ Were you Lord Rivers (as well as 
his /on) I fhould have been oif a diflfcrei^jr 
opinion — ~- But the merit of the unhappy 
will, (in a world, fo malicioufly a6tive) be 
moft fhown, to their benefit, in its fofteft^ 
and nioft inoffenjive^ exertions. Forgive 
me, dear Sir, this mark of that friendfhip, 
with which I have ever been fincerely, and 
ilill am, 

Tour mojl affeSitonafey ' 

• And obedient humble Servant. 

A. Hill. 
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Dear Sir, 



Nov. 10, 1733. 



^ A T my return home, a^cr. the PUy,. J 
jfj^ met? with your letter, too late to enj^ 
the pleafure, it calFd me to, without trefr 
pafling upon the hour, maa^ jiiore Impf p- 
per too, by your being indifpofed. 



- . I 



I.HOPE to find ypu better,' this mormng, 
and if you will allow me to detain you, 
only long enough to receive your com- 
mands, at Lord Batbur/Ps^yiiW wait op 
you the moment my Servant comes back : 
for I think of you fo often, and fee you 
fo feldom, that now you are &> near, I 
would not lofe you, if I could help it, who 
am, not faihionablvj but faithfully. 

Tour mft obedknt 

V 

And devoted S^rv^nL • ! 
Z i • ' ' A. Hill: , 



•^ '- 
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To Arthur Onslow, Efqi 

Dec, i6, 17.31. 
SIR, . 

I Shall juftly, be proud, if you afiigii 
fome little corner in your library, to this 
Tragedy, which you had condefcention to 
Ticar read, at Lord Tyrconwr$. 

In the fliort opportunity J had, that evcn- 
Jng, to hear your reafbns, far eftecming Mr, 
P^, from the gerierofity of fome of his 
writings, it was eafy to difcern, that you 
ipoke, from a heart, by nature, an enemy 
to difguife, and noble enough to confider an 
elevated opennefs in the fentiments, as the 
foul that lights up poetry* 

It requires but little penetration, to 
know, that he, who is tmicbedfo warmly^ 
by the generous thoughts of another^ muftj 
bimfelf^ be a generous thinker. I had, be-^ 
fqre, dr^wn this conclufign, with refpe(3: to 
yourfelf, from the voice of a people j but that 
way of judging has been, fometimes> 4 
wong one. The other, never. 

' I PRO* 
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I 

I PRoppsgOji when I/began ; this letter, 
to hint a complaint, of that want of curiofi- 
1y, \i^hich ' kept the town from iucUning, 
while this Tragedy was adling, to fee whe- 
ther it was a good, or a tad. one. But, bp* 
^es that you have too much 7;^^^^;^/, to 
overlook faults, where' they are, apd too 
much humanity^ to look for them, where 
diey are not, it were a vanity^ into which 
all the partiality of an author caftnot betray 
jije, to fay ^.oy thing of myfelj^ after having 
fo much better furniflied niy memory ^ with 
a recolieiSion of your fentiments. I am, 
with great re^, 

Xour mfi humble^ 

^nd moji obedient Servant y 

A. Hill; 
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To S^ Paul Mj;t«»ek. 



• * ^ • 
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Dec. j6t I77J^ 

SIRy ^ 

S privately as I hold the^ofleffion x&f 
my own life, J am too well acqiiaintcd 
wiih the merit of diftinguifhed charaflrers, 
jiot to know, that an apology for appeals to 
your candor,, would. be fui injuilice to jow 
^enerofity, 

I, THEREFORE, bog you wUl do me the 
Tionour to convince youpfelf, in a private 
perufal of this Tragedy, whether it has not 
fome little hardfliip to complain of, in the 
coldnefs of its public reception^ 

But, if, in the opinion tyf^m&fmglc judges 
whp thinks fo nobly as you do, it has met 
with more negledl, than it ought to have 
expedled, I can confider that negled, as a 
compliment, from ten thoufand, who have 
the goodnefe to be kinder to Harlequin^ and 
the rope-dancers. — Give me leave to pro- 
fefs myfelf. 

Sir, 

Tour moji obedient Servant y 

A. Hill. 
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■ E T nie beg your acceptance o'f a Tfa- 
if yours'to'tti/brother, i;g<itiei*cius jiittof <«f 
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" It is. lAdf e than etiotigfi, 'If tt Cari - ^l^e 
fuch ultn as you. The effidetn'oi'- £h*mg* 
§>ifed I cdirfixicr as defpifcable': I amWFgLidi 
1 (hould have blufhed, wfih^i^^/ew, hadtfie 
inultitudc appfOvfcd of ' my fentimeflts^, - 1 
Ictiow the town too welli to wonder at any 
thiiig ih it, but equity; ' 



» t 



f - ' . » ^v 



I HOPE indignation ^iU ^xim ' Hiffe c)]f fhfc 
cacoetbes fcribendi ; — if it does not, and I 
flaouW ever be To unfortunatfe, «s to be a fa- 
vourite cff the pedple, I f^^ bfe frightened 
into filence, frota appr^heftfidn o? lofing my 
honefty. [ ' ^ ' '^ 



* « 



But there is one thing, I «^ ttever 'lofe ; 
^d that is the affedtion, with which I am. 



» \, » 



\j ' .i 



Dear JSir^ 

- - ..... 

A. Hill. 
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TT Return you the -Tragedy, with ^thc 
'J[. fullcft proof Ijcangive you, that I am 
fincere, when I wifh well to your intereft. . 

I AM afraid, I have occafioned you the 
tropble of writing new copies of your Play i 
but,, when you have done fo^ you will find 
yourJfelf more flxongly touched with the 
beauty and force of your own fentiments, 
whil€, by removing all that was too com- 
ihon, or too calm, the incidents 2sc thrown 
dofer together, and the fcenes are more 
4tt(roing^x^pa£ionate^ , 

. SACHARISSA^ alone, is a much 
better name, without the additional title of 
Unlawful Love ; which laft might feem con- 
trary to the moral of yonv purpofey that points 
at the punijbment of a criminal paflioh 5 not 
rccommendB it, as an Entertainment,. 

... ^ «9 

You will be apt, at your firft looking mto 

the Play, to think, I have cut ofF feveral 

feafure$y that wbuld hav^ adde^l to its beauty. 

But, you will change that opinion, upon a 

dofer 



clofer confideration, and feel the ftrength of 
your Tragedy increafed, by the lofs of what 
I haye.takeji from it, much of which had a 
great deal of merit, but would have made 
your fceiies lahgmjhy becaufe improperly 
placed ; all refle<^on, not pafliohate and 
aftive j b6ihg too cold for the ftage, between 
charadteirs dfdiftrefs and agitation. 

J cpdstt) haxre wiflied, that, in the Caft of 
:youf defignj for this Trkgedy, ydu had cort- 
trived to Ibften the guilt of Sacbariffd^ coffr 
Jent\ by reprefenting her under fome pre-en- 
gagement of love and promife, to BellariOy 
and the match between that gentleman, and 
her iifter, the cffedt of hct father's compul- 
fion, upon fome motive of intereft. The 
pity, due to her ruin, would have been 
thought better warranted, by the prudes of 
a/^AT, that can never forgive one another a 
fally 'till they perceive themfehes givep to 
Jiumbling. 

Upon the whole, I have taken the moft 
friendly pains, I was able ; and wifli yoa, 
heartily the fuccefs, that is due to your 
merit and application. I am, 

Sir^ TourSy &c. 

A* Hixx. 






• r 



*j r* r: ' * ' "■ " « • » t ■ - » > 

mifery. The v^ry elements made this my 

^J^h^ Ai^xr-a^g <yAi^ .ftS ,wovilii:have 
been enpugh toilagna^ thpggjit::a,ii4 iner 
inofy, ja ^iiy nj^d, ^o^g^stf^^i ^ y^tft 



: ■ ' • <■ . 



': Shaj,?. J confef^,, that thjs. bpg pa%f 
friglHs f^e: frpig: r^tmning^? ftB4» ^t, fi^c^ 
finghnd may . be rf af^he4) ip ^ ^Qlt a tinqi^ 
as Jerjey^ my natural averfion to the fea de- 
termines me, from where you are, to where 
yovuuight to l^e J . \i^opjii^ th«r& ^^ perfiaits 
deierving your attention^ 

Mean whjle^ if fuch a fituadon, as yoajf 

health, or wifli, njakes choice of, contributes 

reji and pleafure^ in exchange for fplendor 

- and 



9 
I 



Original Letters. 351 

and ambition, it may be, after all, a counter- 
poize, that merits a wife man's election. 
For, I queftion, whether thofe enjoyments, 
we are flattered with fuch hopes of, in the 
laft, can recompence (where Reafon holds 
the fcale) our certain lofs, in giving up the 
former. 

For me, though I feem going froni you, 
it is ftill fome comfort, to perceive I do not 
really leave you. I am canying you away 
with me, in your inward andjpiritual grace, 
though the outward and vifible form has for- 
faken me. 

Enjoy, in your fortune, every bleffing 
you would wifli for a friend. Poffefs, in 
your perfon, every gayety, you would tafte, 
in a miftrefs. — Havey in fine, whatever you 
defire 5 or deftre only what you have i and 
pleafe to reckon, in the lift of your moft o- 
bliged and faithful fervants, 

A. Hill,. 



The End of the Firji Volume. 
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